Jesse  Helms  slams 
‘^obscene”  speech 

In  a  move  that  has  surprised  many  Washington 
insiders,  the  conservative  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  has  begun  pushing  a  bill  that  forbids 
''obscene''  speech.  Not  just  over  the  public 
airwaves.  Not  merely  over  the  phone.  All 
obscene  speech,  even  in  private  conversations. 


By  Jennie  McFuckinay 

WASHINGTON  —  Notorious  homo¬ 
phobe  Sen.  Jesse  Helms  introduced  legisla¬ 
tion  this  week  that  would  ban  all  obscene 
conversation.  The  measure,  attached  to  a 
budget  biir  that  authorizes  Congressional 
.salaries,  would  affect  public,  private  and  all 
other  forms  of  speech. 

“Why  not  go  for  broke  and  ban  all  of  this 
disgusting  shit?,”  said  Helms  at  a  press  con¬ 
ference  announcing  the  legislation,  known 
as  the  Helms  Gag  Amendment.  Helms  said 
his  success  in  limiting  artistic  expression  and 
phone  sex  had  encouraged  him  to  introduce 
the  more  sweeping  measure. 

“The  piece  by  piece  approach  worked 
well  for  us,”  said  Helms’  legislative  aide 
Bob  Kloset.  “The  fact  that  Jesse’s  pretty 
much  done  whatever  the  fuck  he  wants  has 
shown  us  that  nobody  in  Congress  has  the 
balls  to  try  to  stop  him,”  added  Kloset. 
“This  legislation  addresses  a  big  part  of  the 
Senator’s  agenda  in  a  comprehensive  way. 
I’m  confident  it’s  what  the  American  people  | 
want.” 

Helms’  bill  proposes  banning  any  “con¬ 
versation  or  utterance,  whether  made  to  ' 
oneself  or  another,  that  could  possibly  be 
construed  by  God-fearing  reactionary  people 
as  filthy,  disgusting;  vile,  base,  perverted, 
obscene,  sexual,  or  educational,  or  if  the  ut¬ 
terance  relates  to  AIDS  education  or  family 
planning.”  Helms  said  that  anyone  who 
thinks  the  definition  is  too  broad  is  “nit¬ 
picking,  and  standing  in  the  fucking  way.” 

To  give  other  legislators  and  members  of 
the  press  an  idea  of  the  kinds  of  speech  the 
bill  targets.  Helms  spent  2  hours  reading 
from  porn  magazines,  the  gay  press,  the 
mainstream  press,  gay  and  lesbian  fiction, 
straight  fiction,  personal  correspondence 
seized  from  the  homes  of  sodomites,  and 
personal  correspondence  seized  from  the 
homes  of  heterosexuals.  Then  the  senator 
invited  the  press  to  his  office  where  he  said 
he  would  continue  the  demonstration,  giv¬ 
ing  examples  of  outlawed  speech  from 
television  and  radio  broadcasts,  private 
phone  conversations,  and  surreptitiously 
taped  conversations  in  public  places, 
workplaces  and  homes. 

The  legislation,  if  passed,  would  make 
obscene  speech  a  crime  punishable  for  up  to 
20  years  in  prison.  It  would  ban  federal  fun¬ 
ding  for  all  organizations  “who  knowingly 
employ  individuals  who  are  known  to 
engage  in  obscene  speech.”  It  would  also  be 
illegal  to  “sell  anything  to  anyone  that  could 
facilitate  obscene  speech.  These  include,  but 
are  not  limited  to:  telephones,  televisions, 
radios,  walkie  talkies,  megaphones,  hearing 


aids,  audio  tape,  computers,  fax  machines, 
stationary  and  writing  implements.  (The 
same  goes  for  anything  that  could  be  used  to 
reproduce  obscene  speech),”  according  to 
the  bill’s  language. 

Sources  inside  Congress  said  the  Gag 
Amendment  was  actually  a  watered  down 
version  of  a  bill  Helms  “has  been  fanta¬ 
sizing  about  for  a  while  now,”  said  Kloset. 
Helms  had  originally  wanted  to  include 
“obscene  thoughts”  as  well  as  speech.  “We 
plan  to  introduce  the  unspoken  part  in 
separate  legislation  next  year,”  said  Kloset. 
“We  want  to  add  a  ban  on  people  who  think 
about  having  an  abortion.” 

“We  don’t  know  what  the  fuck  to  do,” 
said  a  lesbian  lobbyist  who  wished  to  remain 
anonymous.  “It’s  obvious  nobody  in  Con¬ 
gress  has  the  ovaries  to  stop  him.  The  only 
thing  that  might  work  is  a  public  sex  scan¬ 
dal.  Although  it  could  perpetuate  some  self- 
hating  attitudes,  we  might  be  forced  to  play 
our  trump  card  and  publicly  reveal  the 
videotape  of  a  certain  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  sucking  off  Jim  Bakker,” 
she  added. 

While  lesbian  and  gay  leaders  plotted  a 
response  to  the  proposed  legislation,  ACT 
UP  chapters  from  across  the  country 
chipped  in  and  produced  a  giant  fuscia  latex 
“condom”  which  they  had  lowered  by 
helicopter  onto  the  Washington  monument. 
On  the  side  of  the  condom  facing  the  capitol 
was  embossed,  “ 

Continued  on  page  0 


See  no  evil,  Squeeze  no  evil.  SPEAK  no  evil:  Jesse 
Helms  showed  the  famous  lesbian  safe  sex  video  ‘Clips' 
in  his  attempt  to  expose  'deviant  lezzie  behavior' 


Lambada  Legal  Defense 
sizzles 

Famous  gay  rights  group  puts  the  accent  on  happy  feet 

By  Christopher  Twittke 

NEW  YORK  —  In  a  startling  move  to 
lighten  up  and  modernize  its  crusty  legal  im¬ 
age,  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education 
Fund,  Inc.,  has  decided  to  incorporate  the 
latest  exotic  and  erotic  dance  trend,  known 
as  Lambada,  into  its  activities  and  its  name. 

“As  of  immediately.  Lambda  Legal  De¬ 
fense,  heretofore  referred  to  as  the  Party  of 
the  Dull  Part,  will  henceforth  and  ir¬ 
revocably  be  known  as  Lambada  Legal  De¬ 
fense,  the  Party  of  the  Totally  Happening 
Part,”  said  Lambada  Executive  Director 
Thomas  B.  Stodgy  at  a  party  held  last  week 
to  commemorate  the  change.  Stodgy’s 
speech  continued,  but  no  one  could  under¬ 
stand  a  word  he  was  saying. 

“This  is  blatant  trend-hopping  and  it’s 
totally  out  of  order,”  said  Kevin  Halfheart, 

Executive  Director  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Lawyers  (GALL)  a  group  similar  to  Lam¬ 
bada  (“But  much,  much  better”  according 
to  Halfheart.)  Halfheart,  speaking  off-the- 
record  near  the  buffet  table  at  the  Lambada 
celebration,  said  that  he  thought  Stodgy’s 
organization  had  “gone  off  the  deep  end” 
in  its  efforts  to  update  its  image.  “What  are 
Jurists  going  to  think  when  Lambada  law¬ 
yers  present  their  briefs  while  grinding  their 
crotches  together  to  the  strains  of  Brazilian 
music?  I  can’t  see  how,  for  example,  this 
will  go  over  in  conservative  courts.” 

“I  admit  I  was  pretty  freaked  out  by  the 
change,”  said  Lambada  Legal  Director 
Paula  Shittabrick  off-the-record  as  she 
gyrated  around  the  dance  floor  with  a  fruity 
beverage  in  her  hand.  “After  all,  this  was 
Stodgy’s  idea,  believe  it  or  not.  But  the 
changes  aren’t  that  radical,”  she  .said. 

But  the  changes  are  radical,  according  to 
some  queer  legal  eagles  who  should  know.  A 
major  Washington,  D.C.,  lawyer/activ¬ 
ist/performance  artist  who  wished  to  re¬ 
main  anonymous  and  whose  name  GCN 
was  unable  to  verify  by  presstime  claimed, 

“Mark  my  words:  this  lambada  thing  is  go¬ 
ing  to  be  even  more  scandalous  than  when 
Evita  O’Wearywas  ousted  from  her  self- 


Tom  Stodgy  demonstrates  Lambada's  pelvic  thrust  and 
release  after  submitting  his  briefs  to  the  court 


appointed  position  as  Directrix-For-Life  of 
the  National  Invert  and  Gay  Rights  Asscxua- 
tion  (NIAGRAj. 

“  I’ve  seen  some  of  the  Lambada  lawyers 
in  court.  Although  I  think  the  sight  of  two 
men  in  pinstripe  suits  grinding  their  crotches 
together  in  a  very  steamy  touch-dance  is  ex¬ 
tremely  hot.  I’m  just  not  sure  it  should  hap¬ 
pen  in  front  of  a  judge.  And  if  you  thought 
Jennifer  Grey  sizzled  in  Dirty  Dancing  you 
should  see  Paula  Shittabrick  when  she  starts 
humping  her  young  paralegal  assistant.  I 
saw  this  butch,  presumably  lesbian  bailiff  all 
but  pass  out  when  the  two  of  them  got  go¬ 
ing.”  Continued  on  page  69 


NUDESNOTES 


Quote  of  the  weak 

“I  doubt  I  said  that.  I  probably  never  said 
that.  I  never  said  that.” 

—  Andy  Rooney 

Ovum  and  done 
with 

COE,  Tex.  —  A  group  of  feminists,  pro¬ 
testing  the  presence  of  the  word  “men”  in 
“menstruate,”  is  refusing  to  bleed,  Texas 
Monthly  reports.  The  28  womben,  all  of 
child-bearing  age,  have  been  staging  their 
protest  for  five  months  now.  Their  tactic  is 
to  clot  the  system  until  changes  are  made  in 
medical  terminology. 

When  asked  how  they’ve  managed  to  per¬ 
form  this  feat,  spokeswomban  Tammy  Pax 
explained,  “Pheromones.  We  spend  each 
week  with  a  group  of  womben  who  aren’t 
bleeding  and  our  cycles  adjust  to  theirs.” 
The  organization,  Ovaryer’s  Autonomous, 
has  not  yet  reached  consensus  on  a  term  to 
replace  the  one  they’re  protesting.  Sugges¬ 
tions  can  be  sent  to  O.A.  in  care  of  CCN. 


week  to  announce  a  change  in  their  pro¬ 
grams:  the  12  steps  have  been  replaced  by  a 
ramp. 

Anne  Addick,  media  representative  for 
the  coalition,  announced  the  change,  say¬ 
ing,  “We  all  know  recovery  is  an  uphill  bat¬ 
tle.  Now  we’ll  more  accurately  reflect  that.” 

An  added  bonus  (and  happy  coincidence) 
for  the  group  is  that  meetings  will  now  be  ac¬ 
cessible  for  people  with  disabilities.  “Oh,  we 
never  thought  of  that!”  exclaimed  Addick. 
“They  never  do,”  said  a  People  with 
Disabilities  Coalition  spokesperson  who 
preferred  anonymity  after  several  years  of 
being  asked  for  input  about  disability  issues 
and  never  seeing  any  changes  made. 

□  Anon. 
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□  Earlie  Minnapahs 


...After  every  meal 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  recently  released 
study  confirms  that  cunnilingus  effectively 
prevents  tooth  decay.  The  study,  by  the  Oral 
Hygiene  Monitoring  Institute  (OhMi),  com¬ 
pared  a  group  of  69  sexually  active  lesbians 
with  a  carefully  selected  control  group  of 
heterosexual  women.  After  five  years,  the 
lesbians  were  found  to  have  fewer  cavities, 
and  to  be  more  satisfied  with  the  ones  they 
did  have. 

Researchers  indicate  that  they  expect 
changes  in  the  nation’s  dental  hygiene  habits 
as  a  result  of  their  study.  Jandaughter  & 
Jandaughter,  a  leading  producer  of  dental 
care  products,  has  already  announced  a  new 
product  line.  Commercials  for  Pearl  Drips 
will  soon  begin  airing  that  cite  the  study 
findings  and  finally  reveal  the  product’s 
secret  ingredient. 

A  survey  of  the  study’s  heterosexual  con¬ 
trol  group  indicated  that  many  of  the 
women  have  already  changed  brands. 

□  Flossie  Offen 

Beyond  Uranus 

DALLAS  —  Scientists  have  discovered  a 
Gay  planet,  the  National  Astronomical 
Spending  Association  (NASA)  announced 
yesterday.  Unlike  other  planets,  the  planet 
Gonad  is  a  double  sphere.  Preliminary 
reports  are  vague,  but  scientists  believe 
Gonad’s  many  mirrored  surfaces  to  be 
evidence  that  the  planet  is  a  rare  example  of 
a  naturally  occurring  disco.  The  space  ex¬ 
perts  are  currently  working  with  a  team  of 
ethnomusicologists  to  interpret  recordings 
made  by  satellite. 

The  disco  was  the  first  clue  that  Gonad 
was  a  homosexual  planet,  according  to 
NASA’s  Col.  E.  Terry  Strial.  He  claims, 
however,  that  scientists  have  been  an¬ 
ticipating  such  a  discovery  for  some  time. 
Mathematical  calculations,  Strial  says,  have 
long  predicted  that  one  planet  in  ten  is  Gay. 

□  Shirley  U.  Geste 

Candy  is  dandy,  but 
a  computer  is  cuter 

SILICONE  VALLEY  —  Computer 
dating  is  the  wave  of  the  future,  according  to 
Chip  Hardisk,  of  Apple-A-Date.  Besides 
being  PC,  dating  a  personal  computer  has 
many  other  advantages.  They’re  fun  to  be 
around  and  they  aren’t  intimidating  once 
you  get  to  know  them.  Unlike  people,  com¬ 
puters  are  reliable,  Hardisk  says.  And 
because  they’re  all  named  Mack,  you  won’t 
have  to  worry  about  moaning  someone 
else’s  name  accidentally  while  your  date  is 
biting  your  earlobe.  While  Apple-.A-Date 
has  grown  quickly  in  the  age  of  AIDS,  Har¬ 
disk  warns  that  even  computers  have  been 
known  to  transmit  viruses. 

□  Mike  Rochip 


Rolling  it  over 

.ANYTOWN,  U.S..^.  —  .Alcoholics 
Anonymous  and  other  12-stcp  programs 
came  together  in  a  press  conference  last 


Comes  out 


continued  from  page  56 


possessed  her  to  come  out  of  the  closet  now, 
after  being  so  secretive  until  this  point  in  her 
career? 

“1  always  told  myself  that  1  wanted  to  get 
three  major  label  albums  under  my  belt  be¬ 
fore  I  dove  too  much  into  my  personal  life  in 
interviews. 

“It’s  scary,  you  know,  and  it  took  a  while 
for  me  to  realize  that  1  wanted  to  come  out.  1 
toyed  with  the  idea  that  night  with  Connie, 
but  she  was  so  insistent  1  guess  the  cowgirl  in 
me  just  felt  like  pulling  back  the  reins  and 
digging  in  my  spurs.  And  then  when  1  realiz¬ 
ed  how  ridiculous  it  seemed  to  come  out  of 
the  closet  to  a  closeted  television  personali¬ 
ty.  So  I  said  ‘Let’s  change  the  subject.’ 

“But  it  has  always  been  on  my  mind.  1 
was  over  at  Jodie  [Foster]  and  Kelly 
[McGillisj’s  and  we  were  having  a  nice  night 
just  sitting  around.  You  know,  girltalk.  Kel¬ 
ly  had  invited  [Clint]  Eastwood  over.  This 
guy  has  the  sort  of  image  1  am  both  attracted 
to  and  repulsed  by.  1  really  relate  to  the 
loner-cowboy  thing  he’s  always  got  going 
but  he’s  so  damned  conservative. 

“  ‘That,’  Jodie  said  with  her  wry  smile, 
‘is  how  you  end  up  when  you  do  this  for 
your  whole  life.’ 

“And  that  was  when  I  decided  to  take  the 
plunge.  Not  on  Geraldo  or  with  Joan  Rivers 
or  Connie  Chung.  Not  on  Carson  (who 
adores  me  by  the  w  ay)  but  in  the  pages  of  the 
lesbian  and  gay  press.  1  wanted  to  talk 
directly  to  the  people  who  have  supported 
my  singing  career  and  my  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion.  That’s  why  I  decided  to  talk  to  CC.V. 
Plus,  how  comfortable  could  1  feel  talking 
about  how  much  1  really  want  to  explore  the 
concept  of  non-monogamy  on  mainstream 
television?”  she  said  with  a  wink  and  a  flash 
of  that  gorgeous  smile.  “1  guess  I’ll  just  dive 
in  head  first!” 

Indeed...' 
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OUT  OF  OUR  MINDS 


Kelly  &  Margaret;  Four  things  we  would 
like  to  be  in  ten  years; 

1  -  Go-go  boys 

2-  Judges  for  the  Mr.  Cute-Boy  contest 

3-  Unencumbered  by  butch/femme 
stereotypes 

4-  At  a  bar  early  enough  so  we  can  ac¬ 
tually  meet  some  lesbians. 


Margaret:  First  off,  please  excuse  what 
you  are  about  to  read.  You  see,  Kelly  and 
I  were  (as  usual)  out  really  late  —  way 
past  most  normal  people's  bedtimes.  The 
whole  evening  got  off  to  a  nightmare 
beginning  after  I  discovered  that  I  was 
allergic  to  the  neon  frost  in  my  lipstick.  It 
really  had  this  bizarre  effect  and  it  made 
my  lips  look  even  more  pouty. 

Kelly:  The  night  before  (Monday)  was  a 
major  sleeper,  so  Margaret  and  I  were 
determined  to  make-up  for  it  the  day 
after  (Tuesday),  So,  like  the  true  fun-scouts 
we  are,  Margaret  and  I  wanted  to  hit  the 
asphalt  as  soon  as  we  could.  We  set  our 
alarms  for  9  Post  meridiem  and,  after 
checking  in  with  Club  MTV  over  a  lovely 
twinkles  petit  dejeuner,  we  made  it  to  our 
first  destination  just  before  midnight. 

Margaret:  We  started  out  at  Uranus,  and 
boogied  out  the  butt  with  our  cool 
manager-friend.  Drip  Fuckett.  Then  we 
hung  out  with  these  two  real  stylish  boys  — 

Bob  and  Bob. 

Kelly;  Unfortunately,  Bob  and  Bob  were 
more  into  each  other  than  having  big 
FUN,  and  Uranus  was  packed  with  hard- 
bodies  crammed  into  retro-chic  boxer 
shorts.  So  we  headed  over  to  the  Beaver 
Hole  to  see  if  any  cool  chicks  with  (or 
without)  dicks  were  into  having  fun 
(although  we  doubted  it  because  we 
never  get  any  sex  and  we  never  meet 
anybody  fun  —  except  for  each  other). 

Margaret:  Leave  it  to  the  Beaver  Hole  to 
really  bring  us  down  (as  close  to  going 


WITH  KELLY  AND  MARGARET 


down  as  we  get!).  As  usual,  all  of  the  girls 
were  boring,  (un)  political,  and  (anti)  sex.  I 
felt  way  too  femme,  and  every-body  kept 
calling  Kelly  "Mr."  It  was  really  a  drag. 

Girls  (should)  just  want  to 
have  fun 


Kelly:  Now  we  want  to  address  the  recent 
d^lug^ of  hate-mail  (mala),  obviously  by 
people  on  the  out-side  of  (nite)  life,  that 
has  been  piling  up  in  (on)  our  box. 

Margaret:  If  you  put  all  the  energy  we  did 
into  being  political  and  having  fun,  just  to 
bring  you  the  latest  in  politico-fun,  you 
would  see  how  un-fun  it  can  be.  Getting 
this  uniquely  urban(e)  fun-report  out  to 
you  isn't  always  fun  and  easy,  although 
we  are  (even  though  no-body  will  sleep 
with  us).  But,  then  again,  how  would  you 
know  —  even  our  most  dastardly  and  dull 
nites  would  dazzle  the  average  city 
dweller. 

Kelly:  Another  part  of  our  busy  schedule  is 
protesting  with  STUCK  UP  about  horrible 
things  our  government  is  (not)  doing  —  we 
can't  be  bothered  with  details,  but  these 
demos  are  where  you  meet  the  hottest, 
grooviest  boys  in  the  cutest  boxers,  this 
spring's  mega-trend  in  demo-wear.  Oh, 
yeah,  sometimes  there  are  cute  girls 
there,  too. 

Margaret:  So,  in  the  interest  of  cutting 
down  on  the  hate  mail  (male),  and  saving 
ourselves  time  for  club-bopping,  here  are 
the  guidelines  for  our  column: 


The  Golden  Rules  of  Fun 


1-  Boys  are  more  fun. 

2-  Girls  should  be  more  like  boys. 

3-  Boys  and  girls  should  be  more  like  us. 

So  get  over  it  and  stop  whining  —  that's 
our  job.  


EVERYBODY’S  TALKING  ABOUT  PHONE  SEX  AND  THE 
FACT  THAT  PHONE  SEX  COMPANIES  ARE  KEEPING  THE 
GAY  PRESS  IN  BUSINESS.. .NOW  IT’S  TIME  TO  DO  MORE 
THAN  TALK  ABOUT  IT! 
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THERE’S  SO  MUCH  TO  DO: 

•  Gab  about  your  favohte 
'Dykes  to  VWteh  Out  For’ 

Dish  the  ucky  personals 
Count  the  Rex  Wockner  re-wntes! 

Ptay  'Trash  the  Bar  Rag' 

Exchange  recipes 
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Discussion  turns  to  fisticuffs  at  Gay  Rights  United  For  Fun  (GRUFF)  press  conference  when  president  Barry 
Ladle  (bottom)  suggests  the  gay  rights  law  could  be  saved  by  throwing  a  big  dance.  Artist's  rendering. 


Community  disunity 
continues  with  impunity 

Countless  press  conferences  reveal  a  lez/gay  agenda  for 
arguing  about  methods  to  stop  the  conservative  gay  rights 
law  repeal  referendum 


By  Laura  Bias 

BEANTOWN  —  Eleven  press  con¬ 
ferences  were  held  today,  as  participants  in 
Saturday’s  24-hour  meeting  to  plan  p 
referendum  campaign  to  protect  the  gay 
rights  bill  denounced  each  other. 

“We  think  it  was  really  unfair,”  said 
David  Kruger  of  the  Queer  Coalition  for 
Rights.  “As  an  organization  known  in  this 
community  for  holding  press  conferences, 
we  feel  that  the  other  groups  were  just  co¬ 
opting  our  radical  tactics,”  he  said. 

Interestingly,  this  same  sentiment  was 
echoed  by  a  very  different  configuration  of 
groups.  “We  don’t  think  other  groups 
should  have  held  press  conferences,”  said 
Eileen  Isayso  of  the  G  and  L  Caucus.  “They 
weren’t  authorized.” 

Joining  forces  to  criticize  each  other  and 
the  general  lack  of  unity  in  the  campaign, 
the  G  and  L  Caucus,  the  local  chapter  of 
Organizing  by  Women,  and  the  Greater 
Boston  Alliance  for  Politically  Astute  Les¬ 
bians  and  Gays  held  their  press  conference 
together. 

“Straights  First  has  already  begun  their 
campaign,”  said  Politically  Astute’s  Don 
Rules.  “It  is  a  mistake  for  us  not  to  present 


an  appearance  of  unity.  After  all,  the  people 
in  Straights  First  don’t  agree  on  anything  ex¬ 
cept  that  they  hate  us,”  he  said,  adding, 
“surely  we  can  do  the  same.” 

Progressive  Individuals  and  a  Few 
Organizations  Who  Felt  Slighted  by  the 
Process  (PIFOWFSP)  used  their  press  con¬ 
ference  to  reiterate  concerns  about  the  in¬ 
itial  meeting  of  the  referendum  campaign 
organization.  “Progressive  people  were  not 
invited  to  that  meeting.  The  fact  that  it  was 
planned  for  the  day  of  a  snow  storm  is  proof 
that  we  were  not  wanted  there,”  said  Ann 
Smoldering.  “Everyone  knows  that  pro¬ 
gressive  people  hate  the  snow.” 

Openly  gay  city  counsellor  Dad  Scondras 
attempted  to  rise  above  all  the  conflict  in  his 
press  conference.  “I  think  it  is  a  great  begin¬ 
ning.  Gay  and  lesbian  people  and  our 
friends  are  clearly  beginning  to  do  the 
massive  amount  of  political  organizing  this 
referendum  is  going  to  take,”  he  said.  “It’s 
Just  disappointing  that.so  far,  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  people  have  been  organizing  against  • 
each  other,”  he  said. 

Other  groups  holding  press  conferences  in¬ 
cluded  the  League  of  Women  from  Newton, 
Continued  on  page  61 


Dyke  and  bi  women’s 
factions  sling  it  out 


Dykes  to  find  room  for 


Editor’s  note:  In  response  to  the  countless 
letters,  phone  calls  and  threats  from 
strangers  on  the  street  regarding  the  infre¬ 
quency  of  appearances  of  the  popular  comic 
strip  “Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For”  in  the 
pages  of  GCN,  we  would  like  to  explain  our 
situation.  We  love  the  work  of  Alison  Bech- 
del  as  much  as  the  next  collective,  but  due  to 
space  limitations  we  have  been  unable  to  run 
her  strip  regularly.  But  now  that  we  have  a 
copier  that  does  reductions,  that  problem  is 
behind  us.  We  promise  we  will  find  room  for 
“Dykes”  every  other  week.  Oh  sure,  you 
may  have  to  squint  a  little  to  make  out  the 
dialogue,  but  we  think  it’s  worth  it.  Don’t 
you?  Enjoy! 


CITIZENS  FOR 
TEA  ROOMS  FIRST 


An  organization  dedicated  to 
the  preservation  of  an  integral 
part  of  gay  male  sex  culture. 

For  more  information, 
show  hard. 


♦ 
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TER  THE  BALL  IS  OVER  AND  DONE  WITH:  How  Self-Hatred 
Will  Win  Gay  Men  Their  Rights  at  Some  Point  in  the  Next  Decade.  And, 
oh  yeah,  Lesbians,  too,  (Doublespeak  Books,  INew  York,  $.39.%  paper,  .36  pages|. 


;4r 


•ETER  THE  BALLING:  How  Having  Sex  for  the  First  Time  in  Over 
Ten  Years  Released  Oodles  of  Pent-Up  Frustration  and  Made  Us  Realize 
That  Our  Ridiculous,  Conservative,  Mainstream  Agenda  was  Nothing 
More  than  Sublimation.  ($19.95  HARDcoverl 

“Mother  Teresa  would  love  After  the  Balling...  ” 

—  Ex-Rev.  Robert  Williams 


THE  WEEKLY  MAGAZINE 
FOR  LIPSTICK  LESBIANS 

Photo  essays,  make-up  hints,  girltalk,  per¬ 
sonality  quizzes  and  much,  much  more!!! 


$  1 50/year.  Free  "Color  Me  Lesbian"  chart  with  every 
subscription.  For  more  info,  write  ISIS  Rue  Vogue.  Pans. 


When  lesbians  and  bisexual  women  in  Northampton, 
Mass.,  couldn't  talk  out  their  differences  they  decided  to 
take  it  to  the  pits 


By  Seccs  Uelle 

NORTHAMPTON,  MASS  —  After 
months  of  public  accusations  and  fruitless 
community  meetings  aimed  at  finding  com¬ 
mon  ground,  lesbians  and  bisexuals  pissed 
off  at  each  other  decided  to  settle  their  dif¬ 
ferences  in  a  mudwrestling  contest  here. 

“There’s  been  so  much  mudslinging 
already  we  decided  we  might  as  well  go  for 
the  real  thing,”  said  Mac  Truque, 
spokesdyke  for  one  of  the  groups,  Butches 
Offended  by  Bi’s  (BOB). 

“We  don’t  stand  a  chance  against  those 
big  butch  bullies,”  said  Sheila  Eatem  of  the 
group  Innocent  Bi-standers.  “But  we 
thought  it  would  be  a  good  idea  to  get  in 
touch  with  the  earth,  “  said  Eatem,  adding, 
“plus,  we  might  find  some  dates.” 

The  proposal  for  the  mudwrestling  match 
came  after  a  series  of  public  meetings 
degenerated  into  name-calling.  There  was  a 
brief  moment  during  one  of  the  meetings 
when  it  looked  like  the  groups  might  have 
found  a  point  of  agreement.  Sandy  Shore,  a 


member  of  Lezzies,  Gays,  Bi’s  and 
Everybody,  who  acted  as  facilitator  of  the 
meeting,  suggested,  “Look,  it  seems  like 
you  gals  aren’t  really  mad  at  each  other. 
What  I’m  hearing  is  that  both  groups  are 
mad  at  self-identified  femme  lesbians  who 
are  sleeping  with  men.” 

“Yeah,  you  can’t  trust  a  femme,” 
shouted  Ben  Her,  a  member  of  BOB. 

“No,  lesbians  who  sleep  with  men  owe  it 
to  their  bisexual  sisters  to  come  out,”  said 
Eatem. 

After  45  minutes  of  haggling  about  why 
the  femme  dykes  were  fucked  up,  the  mud¬ 
wrestling  proposal  was  offered.  But  once 
the  decision  to  go  ahead  with  the  contest  was 
made,  negotiations  quickly  broke  down  as 
the  groups  began  arguing  over  logistics. 
Verification  of  the  sexual  preference  of  the 
referees  for  the  contest  was  an  especially 
sticky  point,  with  some  favoring  letters  of 
reference  while  others  pushed  for  a  “vote  by 
the  community  approach.” 

Continued  on  and  on. 


IN  OUR  MOUTHS 

PHOTOS  FICTION  CLASSIFIEDS  &  MUCH  MORE! 

FOR  DYKES, 
ABOUT  DYKES, 
BY  BI'S 

$5  issue/$28  year  to:  IN  OUR  MOUTHS.  526  SwitchHitter  Lane,  San  Fran.,  Calif. 

Rather  Bright,  Editrix 
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behindsi 


Andy  Looney  Bad  Libs! 


Tired  of  taking  the  heat  because  of  things  somebody  said 
you  said  even  though  they  didn  7  tape  record  you  allegedly 
saying  it?  Forget  about  it!  Sit  back  with  this  challenging 
new  word  game  and  relax  the  Andy  Looney  way. 


By  Chris  Pull 

GCN  is  proud  to  present  Andy  Looney 
Bad  Libs,  a  brand  new  version  of 
Mad  Libs,  the  word  game  beloved  by 
kids  everywhere.  The  rules  of  Mad  Libs  are 
simple:  ask  a  friend  or  group  of  friends  for 
examples  of  each  type  of  word  described 
beneath  the  blanks  in  the  following  senten¬ 
ces.  For  instance,  look  at  the  sentence 
“Chastity  Bono  is  AoiecnvE  Ask  the 
first  player  for  an  adjective.  Fill  in  the  blank 
with  whatever  the  player  says.  Go  on  to  the 
next  sentence  and  the  next  player.  When 
you ’ve  finished  gathering  the  wacky  words, 
read  the  text  back  to  your  friends  with  their 
choices  filled  in.  It’s  crazy! 

The  only  special  rule  for  Andy  Looney 
Bad  Libs  is  that  players  should  think  of  the 
most  offensive  responses  possible.  And  have 
lots  of  fun! 

TV’s  Andy  Looney  is  back  on  the 
ADJECTIVE  news  program  60 
Minuettes.  After  being  suspended 
for  three weeks  for  saying 
stupid  things,  Andy  delivered  one  of 
his  typical  comic  monologues.  He 
looked  into  the  camera  and  said: 
“Didja’  ever  wonder  about  the 

OPPRESSED  COMMUNITY  Of  PEOPLE  ?  I  kUOW  I 

have.  Like  why  are  they  so  darned 

DEROGATORY  ADJECTIVE  and  SO 

damn  CVCN  NASTIER  DEROGATORY  AD|ECTIVE  ? 

Do  they  think  they’re  the  only 
special  interest  group  that  has  tried 
to  monopolize  the  time  of  normal 
people  like  myself  and  my  viewers? 
And  why  can’t  we  say  anything  bad 
about  them  without  fear  of  retribu¬ 
tion?  1  thought  this  was  America, 
where  people  could  talk  about  the 
truth  ...  like  about  the 


whom  everyone  knows  are  ’^credibly 

NASTY  ADiECnVE^  and  totally  full  of  NOUN 
relating  to  excrement  ? 

“I  know  that  my  job  here  is  to  be 
a  positive  adjective  curmudgeon 
who  ADVERB  goes  about  his  life 
noticing  the  little  details.  Then  I 
come  back  and  relate  them  to  you, 
my  ASS-KISSING  adjective  vlewers,  who 
recognize  the  truth  in  what  I’m  say¬ 
ing  and  love  me  for  it. 

“Like  YET  ANOTHER  GROUP  OF  OPPRESSED 

INDIVIDUALS  .  I’m  not  against  them  in 
theory  but  I  wouldn’t  want  to  be  in 
a  NOUN  with  a  whole,  big, 

SWEAR  group  of  them.  And  that’s 
because  I  find  it  hard  to  contem¬ 
plate  the  fact  that  some  of  them  like 
to  put  BODY  PART  in  such  unusual 
places  as  different  body  part  .  Even 
though  I  know  many  of  them  are 
very  patronizing  adjective  and 
talented...  like  my  old  friend 
Malcolm  capitalist  magazine  title  .  Now 
there  was  a  great  guy.  I  didn’t  even 
know  he  was  a  derogatory  tern  for 
HOMOSEXUAL  MALE  .  He  was  dating 

Elizabeth  homonym  for  the  word  meaning 
"MENDER  OF  CLOTHES."  How  could  he  have 

been.... 

“Hey!  Come  to  think  of  it  she 
‘dated’  Rock  river  that  runs  alongside  the 
ISLAND  OF  MANHATTAN  and  was  in  love  with 
that  homo  Montgomery  Clift.  Jeez! 
Didja’  ever  wonder  about  plural  form 


PERSONUDES 

lf 

Wilh  good  polilics  seelcs  same,  Musi  be  politically  aware 
and  have  good  polities.  Non-smoker,  light  vanilla  sex 
okay,  good  politics.  Non-judgmental.  GCN  Box  !!?!  (1) 

LF 

looking  for  LF  into  being  into  things.  Like  sunshine, 
walks  on  the  sand,  getting  fisted.  GCN  Box  LFS.  (28) 

TlFs  ^ 

Want  fourth  for  fun,  games  and  somebody  to  talk 
about.  Must  have  low  self-esteem  and  buckle  under  peer 
pre.ssure.  GCN  box  !!! _ (0) 

LF  SEEKS  LF 

Any  LF.  Just  write  to  me  if  you’re  an  LF.  Box  6576.  (25) 
If 

searching  for  life  partner,  me:  quiet,  .shy,  big  clunky- 
framed  art  glasses,  you:  loud,  obnoxious,  tinted  contact 
lenses,  must  love  ee  cummings.  gen  box  88 _ (9) 

l.F  new  in  town.  Wondering  where  all  the  LFs  are.  GCN 
Box  ??? _ 

CM 

Feeling  very  lonely.  I  don’t  know  why  I  feel  all  by 
myself.  If  you  have  any  thoughts  please  write  GCN  Box 
OIL _  _  _ (6) 

ANNUDESMENfS 

LF  GRAD  STUDENT 

Doing  research  pajser  on  Lesbian  Lexiconography.  Am 
particularly  interested  in  whether  or  not  the  lesbian  com¬ 
munity  ever  reached  consensus  around  what  exactly  LF 
stands  for.  Call  Debbie:  SS5-5S55. _ (66) 

SERVICINGS 

NEW  CCN  FEATURES  EDITOR 
Desperate  to  recruit  new  writers.  I  will  blow  any  GM 
who  can  turn  a  phrase  and  do  it  on  deadline.  I’m  not 
sure,  but  I  think  I  can  arrange  a  hot  leather  session  with 
our  ad  coordinator  for  all  you  dyke  w  riters  looking  for  a 
new  place  to  get  punished.  Dm,  published.  Call  Chris: 
426 ->469. _ (4/1) 

_  HELP!  _ 

TOO  MUCH  MONEY! 

CtCN  staff  makes  too  much  money!  We  need  sugges- 
tions  on  how  to  spend  our  surplus.  ciCN  Box  SSSS  (66) 

PERSONAL  CHER  ATTENDANT 
Semi-closetcd  lesbian  in  her  early -twenties  needs  help 
with  oserly-glitlery.  psuedo-heavy  metal,  fabulous 
Oscar-winning  Mom  I’m  trying  to  show  Mom  that  buy¬ 
ing  into  the  patriarchy  with  a  long  series  of  relationships 
in  the  name  of  serial -monogamy  is  just  not  the  route  for 
serious  socutl  change  Wnie  Ch^.  Box  I . _ (1) 

ROOMMATE  DESIRED 

PLEASE  CAU 

GM  looking  to  get  lots  of  phone  sex  calls.  I’m  not  really 
looking  foe  a  roommate.  Call  anvtuiM,  dav  oc  night. 
-M5  ?55V _  (69) 

ILF'S 

With  big  hssuse  and  bigger  hot  tub.  Looking  for  hot 
butch  roommate  to  make  out  house  complete  Must 
have  acoutiements.  Rent-free  for  right  person. 

55V5S5T _ (W, 


HOUSING  BEGGED 

GCN  Employee 

Looking  for  liveable  hovel.  Am  willing  to  pay  up  to  $75 
a  month.  Plea.se  don’t  mock  me.  555-5558.  (Infinity) 

WE^RE  FOR  SALE 

GCN  EMPLOYEES 

Need  extra  cash,  we’ll  do  anything,  safely.  426-4469.  (69) 

VACATE 

PET  OUR  GOAT 

Women’s  Guest  House  really  far  away.  Get  away  from  it 
all.  Walk  in  our  field.  Pet  our  goat.  Sit  on  our  living 
room  floor.  Eat  your  continental  breakfast  muffin.  Talk 
to  our  goat.  Wonder  what  there  is  to  do.  Braid  our 
goat’s  beard.  Wish  cable  came  out  this  far.  Tease  our 
goat.  The  Bahhhh  Inn,  Really  Far  Away.  Suzzy  and 
Maggie,  Innkeejyers.  Billie,  goat.  _ (77) 

PUBICATIONS 

OUT  DAY 

The  new  daily  newspaper  from  the  publishers  of  OUT 
MONTH.  News,  reviews,  and  more  phone  sex  ads  than 
you  could  believe.  10*  a  copy,  55  Madison  Ave.  NY.  (1) 

CUOUT 

The  tri-monthly  magazine  for  up  and  coming  power 
queers.  News  analysis  and  provocative  centerfolds  like 
Issue  69  coverlesbo  Urvashi  Rad.  Too  hot  to  handle.  69 
F  Street.  Washington,  DC.  If  you  have  to  ask  you  can’t 
afford  it. _ (98) 

OUT/DO 

Very  limited  press-run  for  the  small  gay  hairdressing 
community.  Twice  a  year,  $15  plus  tip. _ (268) 

BACK/OUT 

The  magazine  for  ex-ex-gays.  So  you  worked  against 
anti-discrimination  legislation  by  claiming  you  had  been 
converted  to  heterosexuality  and  the  whole  time  you 
were  taking  big  bones  up  the  hind-end?  Everybody  tells 
little  fibs.  Subscribe  to  BACK/OUT,  because  you  really 
want  it.  Box  696%9.  New  Orleans. _ (55) 

FALUOUT 

The  newsletter  for  queer  anti-nuclear  activists.  You  must 
prove  that  you  are  queer  by  sending  an  audio  tape  of 
yourself  pronouncing  the  word  ’’nuclear."  All  those 
who  say  “nucular"  will  be  presumed  heterosexual  and 
will  have  their  subscriptions  denied.  Free.  More  if/less 
if.  Box  Clean  Air,  Vermont. _ (66) 

TR/OUT 

The  magazine  for  lesbian  and  gay  anglers.  1515  Lake 
Minitonka,  Minnesota,  for  more  info. _ (245) 

OLfT/FIELD 

The  monthly  for  dyke  softball  players.  Therefore,  the 
monthly  for  every  dyke.  $12/12  issues.  Batter’s  Box.  In- 
diana. _ (88) 

GR/OUT 

THE  BEST  magazine  for  lesbian  and  gay  plumbers.  Ac¬ 
cept  no  substitutes.  SlOO/hour.  Box  Plumr,  Pittsburgh. 

Penn. _  (9) 

FAllbuT 

"Because  hippies  will  always  be  in  style."  Price: 

Whatever  you  can  afford,  man.  Box  It’s  up  to  You. 

W alden  Pond.  Nfassachusetts _ ()969) 


DIFFERENT  OPPRESSED  COMMUNITY  OF  PEOPLE  , 


OF  A  DEROGATORY  TERM  FOR  STRAIGHT  WOMEN  WITH  LOTS  OF 
GAY  MALE  FRIENDS  IIRC  hCT?  WHSt  (JO  thCy 

do  it  for?  To  get  their  hair  done?  So 

Continued  somewhere  in  the  paper 


EVENTS 


Sun.  April  1 
LESBIAN  NIGHT 

Mon.  April  9 
MISS  YVONNE  NIGHT 
Biggest  hair  wins  prizes 

Tues.  April  31 
COMEDY  NITE 
With 

KATE  CLITORIS 
in 

/  JUST  GOT  MY  PERIOD 
AND  I  CAN'T  DO  A  THING 
WITH  IT 

Wed.  April  32 
LEDER  NACHT 
With 

PAT  CHLAMYDIA 


stuff  to  do 

people  to  MEBT 

"^BPLE  to  00 


peop 


VERTIGO 

The  Ou^lbr  NBaMW-LPFkitf'IRP''  'f”  ehd  the  Mmen  who  Love  Them 


VBYnGOLef’s  Get  Dizzy! 

1515  Lipstick  Lana.  Cambriedge.  Messachusetts  021 39 
VERTIGOES  Hours:  Wednesday  NC10f\HPM«2;15PM-5;06PM*5:15PM- 
CLCDSING*  Thursday  SAME  [UNLESS  DIFFEF1EN1>  Friday  PRETTY  MUCH  ALL 
DAY*  Saturday  WHENEVER  WE  GET  HERE  DEPENDING  CDN  HOW  LATE 
WE’RE  HERE  ON  FRIDAY. 


ASSIFIEDS 
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Gay  group  hires 
straight  man 


Staff  and  volunteers  at  New  York's  Fund  for 
Human  Dignity  are  outraged,  but  board 
members  defend  their  decision,  saying  that 
choosing  a  heterosexual  man  to  be  executive 
director  indicates  that  the  gay  community  has 
‘'come  of  age” 


By  Deborah  Schwartz 

NEW  YORK  —  Amid  much  outcry  by 
staff  and  volunteers,  the  Board  of  the  Fund 
for  Human  Dignity,  the  nation’s  fifth 
largest  gay  and  lesbian  organization,  has 
chosen  to  hire  a  heterosexual  white  man  as 
the  group’s  executive  director. 

After  a  two-month  search,  the  Board 
unofficially  announced  March  16  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Robert  Brading,  who  is  cur¬ 
rently  an  assistant  director  at  the  National 
Conference  of  Christians  and  Jews.  Four 
days  later,  a  majority  of  staff  and  several 
volunteers  issued  a  strongly  worded  press 
release  that  said  they  “strongly  object  to  the 
appointment  of  a  white,  heterosexual  male 
as  the  leader  of  an  important  national  gay 
and  lesbian  organization.’’  The  statement 
also  said,  “We  feel  that  the  Board’s  decision 
is  an  insult  to  every  gay  man  and  lesbian,” 
and  demanded  that  the  board  reconsider  its 
decision. 

A  number  of  Board  members  called  the 
press  release  “inappropriate”  and  took 
issue  with  the  staff’s  position  about  the  im¬ 
portance  of  sexual  orientation  as  a  hiring 
consideration.  • 

“You  can’t  have  it  both  ways,”  said  Dr. 
Charlotte  Podolsky,  a  board  member. 
“You  can’t,  as  a  gay  man  or  lesbian,  expect 
to  be  hired  and  accepted  for  your  skills  and 
then  not  agree  to  hire  someone  who  does 
have  those  skills,  but  may  not  be  gay,”  she 
said. 

Board  member  Phillip  Carlson  described 
Brading  as  highly  qualified  and  said  he  con¬ 


siders  Brading  to  be  a  marker  for  the 
distance  the  gay  and  lesbian  community  has 
travelled.  “It’s  incredible,”  he  told  GCN. 
“I  don’t  think  that  ten  years  ago  you  could 
have  gotten  a  straight  person  to  accept  this 
job.  It  really  means  that  we  have  come  of 
age,  that  our  organization  has  credibility 
and  this  sneaks  verv  much  of  how  far  our 
community  has  come.” 

Paula  Pressley,  the  Fund’s  development 
director,  disagreed,  saying  that  the  Board’s 
action  indicates  an  underlying  hostility  and 
internalized  homophobia.  “With  this  deci¬ 
sion  they  sent  a  message  that  straight  people 
are  more  competent  than  gays  and  lesbians. 
They  didn’t  extend  themselves  to  find  a  gay 
or  lesbian  candidate,”  she  said,  adding  that 
the  executive  director  “is  a  spokesperson, 
conveying  what  kind  of  culture  we  want  for 
gay  and  lesbian  people.  We  don’t  want  a 
white  heterosexual  male  speaking  for  us.” 

Brading.  did  not  return  GCA’s  calls  by 
press  time  and  Board  co-chair  Ann  Wilson 
declined  to  comment  until  after  a  meeting 
with  staff  and  volunteers  scheduled  for 
March  29. 

Mary  Beth  Caschetta,  coordinator  of  the 
Fund’s  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Crisis 
Line/AIDS  800,  said  that  many  staff 
members  and  volunteers  are  worried  that 
they  will  be  forced  into  a  “teaching”  posi¬ 
tion  with  Brading,  if  he  is  hired.  Pressley 
agreed.  “As  an  oppressed  group  you  are 
always  asked  to  educate  the  oppressor,”  she 
Continued  on  page  10 


News  flash! 

Lesbian  activist  disrupts  president's  AIDS  speech 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

WASHINGTON  —  President  George 
Bush’s  first  policy  speech  on  AIDS  was  in¬ 
terrupted  twice  March  29  by  Urvashi  Vaid, 
executive  director  of  the  National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task  Force  (NGLTF). 

In  the  midst  of  the  president’s  speech  to 
the  National  Leadership  Coalition  on 
AIDS,  a  group  of  business,  labor,  gay  and 
AIDS  groups  that  deals  with  AIDS  policies 
in  the  workplace,  Vaid  rose  from  the  au¬ 
dience  and  shouted,  "Mr.  President,  you 
don't  understand.  One  speech  in  14  months 
is  not  enough.”  Security  guards  quickly 
silenced  Vaid  while  she  offered  suggestions 
about  ways  Bush  could  fight  AIDS. 

Minutes  later,  Vaid  rose  again  and  inter¬ 
rupted  the  speech,  this  time  prompting 
security  guards  to  forcibly  remove  her  from 


the  room.  During  both  interruptions  Vaid 
held  up  a  sign  that  said  “Talk  is  cheap, 
AIDS  funding  is  not”  on  one  side  and 
“Remember  gay  people  with  AIDS,”  on  the 
other. 

Vaid  told  GCN  there  was  another  heckler 
among  the  members  of  the  audience,  but 
GCN  was  unable  to  obtain  that  person’s 
name  by  press  time. 

Earlier  in  the  day,  about  80 
demonstrators  protested  outside  the  Crystal 
City  Gateway  Marriol  Hotel  where  Bush 
gave  the  speech,  which  was  sponsored  by  the 
Allstate  Insurance  Company.  The 
demonstrators,  like  Vaid,  criticized  Bush’s 
neglect  of  the  .MDS  epidemic,  attacking  his 
proposed  budget  as  woefully  inadequate. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


APRIL  FOOL 

(GOTCHA!) 


Suit  filed  against  N.Y. 
governor  and 
prison  officials 

A  prisoners  ’  rights  organization  charges  that  the  state  of 
New  York  does  not  provide  adequate  care  or  medical 
treatment  for  prisoners  with  AIDS  and  HIV 


By  Jennie  McKnigl^ 

ALBANY,  N.Y.  —  For  years  state  and 
private  agencies  and  prisoners  rights  ad¬ 
vocates  have  criticized  the  abysmal  condi¬ 
tion  of  health  care  in  New  York  prisons, 
especially  for  prisoners  with  HIV  infection 
or  AIDS.  Study  after  study  has  documented 
poor  facilities,  inadequately  trained  person¬ 
nel,  widespread  misdiagnosis  and  neglect, 
and  each  has  suggested  remedies  for  the  in¬ 
humane  conditions  in  one  of  the  country’s 
largest  state  prison  systems.  But  New  York 
corrections  officials  and  Governor  Mario 
Cuomo  have  consistently  failed  to  take  the 
health  of  prisoners  with  HIV  and  AIDS 
seriously,  according  to  advocates  for 
prisoners,  so  the  Legal  Aid  Society  of  New 
York  has  taken  them  to  court. 

In  a  far-reaching  federal  class  action  suit 
filed  March  6,  the  Legal  Aid  Society’s 
Prisoners’  Rights  Project  charged  the  of¬ 
ficials  with  neglecting  the  serious  medical 
needs  of  prisoners  with  HIV  and  AIDS.  The 
suit  claims  the  health  care  system  for  state 
prisoners  is  outdated,  inadequate  and  un¬ 
derfunded  and  fails  to  provide  prisoners 
with  AIDS  and  HIV  physician  care,  mental 
health  services,  hospitalization,  skilled 
nursing  and  infirmary  care,  warm  clothing 
and  adequate  nutrution. 

Among  the  startling  statistics  cited  in  the 
suit  are  that  28  percent  of  New  York  state 
prisoners  who  die  with  AIDS  are  not 
diagnosed  until  an  autopsy  has  been  per¬ 
formed.  And  the  survival  rate  for  IV  drug 
users  with  AIDS  inside  prisons  (who  ac¬ 
count  for  the  majority  of  prison  AIDS 
cases)  is  half  the  rate  for  IV  drug  users  with 
AIDS  who  are  not  in  prison.  Of  the  52,000 
prisoners  in  the  state  system,  a  majority  of 
whom  are  Black  and  Latino,  over  8,000  are 
thought  to  be  infected  with  HIV,  the  virus 


thought  by  many  to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS. 
Over  800  prisoners  with  AIDS  have  died  in 
New  York  prisons. 

The  suit  names  10  anonymous  prisoners 
as  representative  plaintiffs.  One  case  cited 
involves  a  man  with  advanced  brain  infec¬ 
tion.  Unable  to  walk,  feed  himself,  or  con¬ 
trol  his  bowels  or  bladder,  the  prisoner  was 
left  for  weeks  to  dehydrate  and  lie  in  his  own 
urine  and  feces,  according  to  the  suit. 
Medical  records  indicate  that  nurses  dis¬ 
missed  his  incontinence  as  “manipulative” 
and  “childish,”  and  he  was  not  seen  by  a 
doctor  for  over  two  years  while  his  condi¬ 
tion  deteriorated.  Other  prisoners  were  not 
treated  promptly  for  various  opportunistic 
infections  or  conditions  related  to  AIDS, 
like  pneumocystic  pneumonia,  Kaposi’s  sar¬ 
coma  and  tuberculosis. 

In  addition  to  the  lack  of  direct  medical 
services,  AIDS  education  and  prevention 
programs  are  woefully  inadequate,  not  only 
for  prisoners,  but  also  for  prison  personnel, 
including  guards,  health  care  providers  and 
substance  abuse  counselors,  according  to 
Cathy  Potler,  director  of  Prison  Projects  of 
the  Correctional  Association  of  New  York. 
“AIDS  education  is  especially  sad,”  said 
Potler.  “Over  21,000  prisoners  were  re¬ 
leased  last  year  —  a  sizable  percentage  of 
them  were  seropositive.  They  should  be 
armed  with  AIDS  education  as  they  go  back 
into  their  communities,”  she  said. 

The  Correctional  Association,  a  private 
watchdog  organization  that  has  the  authori¬ 
ty  to  inspect  and  report  to  the  legislature  on 
the  prison  system,  produced  a  study  in  1988 
that  was  among  several  criticizing  the  state’s 
response  to  the  AIDS  crisis  within  prisons. 
Other  state  and  private  groups  that  issued 
Continued  on  page  1 2 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“If  it’s  inevitable,  just  relax  and  enjoy 
it.” 

—  Texas  Republican  gubernatorial 
nominee  Clayton  Williams  on  rape.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  New  York  Times,  Williams  made 
his  “off-the-cuff”  remark  March  24  in  the 
midst  of  preparations  for  a  cattle  round-up 
at  his  ranch.  Campaign  workers,  ranch 
hands  and  reporters  were  present.  Later  in 
the  day,  Williams  offered  a  light-hearted 
apology  to  anyone  who  was  “offended,  ” 
saying  “That’s  not  a  Republican  women’s 
club  that  we  were  having  this  morning... It’s 
a  working  cow  camp,  a  tough  world  where 
you  can  get  kicked  in  the  testicles  if  you  ’re 
not  careful.  ”  But  pressure  from  both 
women’s  groups  and  opponents  forced  a 
retraction  released  by  his  campaign  the  next 
day.  In  the  statement,  the  gubernatorial 
nominee  said,  “I  feel  just  terrible  about 
this... I  realize  it  was  insensitive  and  had  no 
place  at  the  campfire  or  in  any  setting.  ” 

Jones  leaves  NAMES 
Project  post 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Cleve  Jones,  who 
founded  the  Names  Project  Foundation  and 
the  AIDS  memorial  quilt,  announced  his 
resignation  as  executive  director  Feb.  8. 
Although  he  will  no  longer  be  responsible 
for  the  day-to-day  operations,  Jones  will  re¬ 
main  with  the  organization.  He  is  currently 
overseeing  the  construction  of  the  HIV  Life 
Center,  a  building  to  house  the  Quilt  and 
other  HIV-related  service  organizations. 

Oscar  honors  AIDS 
film 

HOLLYWOOD  —  A  film  about  people 
with  AIDS  and  their  lovers,  families,  and 
friends  was  awarded  an  Oscar  for  Best 
Feature  Documentary  at  the  62nd  Academy 
Awards  held  here  March  26.  “We  are  very 
pleased  that  Common  Threads  has  received 
the  Oscar  and  very  grateful  to  Robert  Eps¬ 
tein,  Jeffrey  Friedman  and  Bill  Courturie 
[the  film’s  directors  and  producers]  for  their 
vision  and  artistry,”  said  David  Lemos, 
newly  appointed  executive  director  of  the 
NAMES  Project. 

Lemos  also  thanked  Home  Box  Office, 
which  aired  the  documentary  last  fall  (see 
GCN,  Oct.  22,  1989),  for  making  it  “possi¬ 
ble  for  Common  Threads  to  be  created  and 
distributed  as  a  fundraiser  for  us.”  Lemos 
said  that  alt  profits  benefit  the  NAMES  Pro¬ 
ject,  “so  not  only  does  the  film  introduce 
the  Quilt  to  an  audience  of  millions,  but  it 
also  raises  money  for  the  Project  to  continue 
its  work,  educating,  comforting  and  open¬ 
ing  people’s  hearts  and  minds  to  the  reality 
of  the  AIDS  epidemic.” 

During  his  acceptance  speech  on  Oscar 
night,  Epstein,  who  also  won  an  Academy 
Award  in  1985  for  The  Times  of  Harvey 
Milk,  said  he  was  thankful  to  the  “gay  and 
lesbian  community”  for  its  support.  To  the 
television  viewer  at  home,  the  Academy’s 
members  seemed  relatively  unscathed  by  the 
mention  of  homosexuality. 

The  NAMES  Project  has  set  up  a  toll-free 
line  for  those  who  wish  to  order  Common 
Threads.  The  cost  for  each  copy  is  $25  and 
all  profits  go  to  the  Project.  To  order  the 
film,  call  1-800-USA-NAMES. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

NAMBLA  editor 
arrested 

NEW  YORK  —  Chris  Farrell,  editor  of 
the  North  American  Man.  Boy  Love 
•Avvviation  (N.AMBL.A)  newsletter,  was  arrested 
March  19  for  “allegedly  having  sex  with 
lour  male  teenagers,”  according  to  News- 
day.  Farrell  was  charged  with  at  least  14 
counts  of  sodomy  and  nine  counts  of  en¬ 
dangering  the  welfare  of  a  minor. 

Farrell  was  apparently  under  investiga¬ 
tion  for  six  months.  The  police  are  saying 
that,  during  that  time,  the  four  teenagers 
would  call  Farrell  at  \arious  times  and  then 
go  to  his  apartment  where  Farrell  allegedly 
paid  them  to  have  sex  with  him. 

Dct.  Joseph  Gelland,  from  the  Manhat¬ 
tan  South  Public  Morals  Division,  said  that 


the  investigation  of  Farrell  began  after 
movie  producer  David  McCloud  was  ar¬ 
rested  in  December  for  allegedly  having  sex 
with  a  minor.  Gelfand  said  that  during  the 
McCloud  investigation,  “certain  names 
kept  coming  up  over  and  over,”  and  that 
Farrell’s  was  one. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Northampton  Pride 
set  for  early  May 

NORTHAMPTON,  Mass.  —  The  plan¬ 
ning  group  for  Pride  celebrations  here,  the 
March  Committee,  reports  that  “publicity 
and  outreach  for  the  May  5  event  are  now  in 
high  gear.  ”  The  committee  is  currently  seek¬ 
ing  volunteers  interested  in  peacekeeping, 
crew  work,  and  other  jobs.  The  theme  of 
Northampton’s  1990  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
March  is  “Stay  Out  —  Stay  Proud.” 

This  year’s  Pride  celebration  planning  has 
been  marked  by  heated  debate  and  dispute 
ever  since  a  January  vote  removed  the  word 
“Bisexual”  from  the  title  of  the  event. 
About  250  people  attended  a  March  15 
meeting  to  discuss  the  issue  (see  GCN, 
March  25).  The  meeting  did  not  lead  to  a 
decision  to  include  “Bisexual.” 

In  a  press  release  updating  the  event  and 
calling  for  volunteers,  the  March  Commit¬ 
tee  addressed  the  recent  discussions,  saying, 
“Although  the  meeting  was  originally  called  to 
criticize  this  year’s  march,  many  interested 
community  members  attended  to  gather 
more  accurate  information,  and  ended  up 
offering  support.  We  thank  all  who  voiced 
support  and  all  who  shared  differing  opi¬ 
nions  while  respecting  ours.”  The  Commit¬ 
tee  is  also  making  available  a  copy  of  its 
statement  which  was  read  during  the  March 
15  meeting. 

For  more  information  about  the  event  or 
to  receive  a  copy  of  the  statement,  write  to 
the  March  Committee,  Box  1223,  Nor¬ 
thampton,  MA,  01601,  or  call  (413) 
586-0622. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Attorney  appointed 

to  Kowalski  case 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  —  Disabled  lesbian 
Sharon  Kowalski  won  the  right  to  a  court- 
appointed  attorney  in  February.  According 
to  the  Washington  Blade,  Fred  Friedman 
will  represent  Kowalski,  who  has  not  had  an 
official  legal  advocate  since  Donald 
Kowalski,  her  father,  gave  up  his  guardian¬ 
ship  last  year. 

Karen  Thompson,  Kowalski’s  lover 
whose  six-year  battle  to  obtain  rights  for 
Kowalski  has  brought  her  into  conflict  with 
Kowalski’s  parents  as  well  as  the  legal 
system,  said  she  was  happy  with  the  results 
of  the  Feb.  7  hearing  that  led  to  Friedman’s 
appointment.  During  the  hearing.  Judge 
Robert  Campbell  also  ruled  that  Kowalski 
will  be  allowed  to  leave  the  rehabilitation 
center  where  she  now  lives  without  a  staff 
escort.  No  such  restriction  applies  to  any 
other  patient  at  the  Trevilla  center. 

Scott  has  not  yet  ruled  on  two  other  mo¬ 
tions  requested  by  Thompson.  She  has  ask¬ 
ed  that  she  be  appointed  Kowalski’s  guar¬ 
dian  and  that  the  legal  proceedings  be  mov¬ 
ed  to  a  court  nearer  to  where  Kowalski  is  liv¬ 
ing. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Many  are  arrested 
in  Albany  action 

ALBANY,  N.Y.  —  More  than  80  AIDS 
activists  were  arrested  here  March  29  as  they 
targeted  state  legislators  and  took  Gov. 
Mario  Cuomo  to  task  for  failing  to  provide 
adequate  leadership  and  funding  in  the  fight 
against  AIDS. 

At  least  700  AIDS  activists,  mostly 
members  of  ACT  UP/New  York, 
demonstrated  outside,  held  die-ins  in  the 
halls  of  the  State  Capitol  and  blocked  cor¬ 
ridors  and  offices,  according  to  the  New 
York  Times.  Earlier  in  the  day,  the 
demonstrators  gathered  at  Cuomo’s  Ex- 
ecutise  Mansion  and  called  on  the  governor 
to  provide  “programs,  not  promises.”  Last 
year.  Cuomo  said  that  advocates  for  AIDS 
money,  care  and  research  should  “goad  us, 
plague  us,  march,  hold  your  signs,  and  call 
us  names.”  In  reference  to  that  statement, 
the  demonstrators  shouted,  “You  said  come 
back  in  a  year!  Time"'  up,  Mario!  Nkc're 


here.”  Cuomo  responded  by  saying  that 
there  should  be  other  targets  of  anger.  “I 
asked  you  to  prod  the  whole  system,”  he 
said.  “I’m  not  the  only  one  in  the  system.” 

The  demonstration  was  the  second  in  two 
days.  On  March  27,  at  least  a  dozen  AIDS 
activists  burst  into  the  state  Senate’s 
chamber  and  disrupted  the  legislative  ses¬ 
sion.  There  were  no  arrests. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Watch  out  for  that 
dyke 

AMHERST,  Mass.  —  Lesbian  cartoonist 
extraordinaire  Alison  Bechdel  will  present  a 
slide  show/lecture  at  the  University  of 
Massachusetts/Amherst  April  29.  The 
slideshow  details  Bechdel’s  evolution  as  a 
cartoonist,  featuring  childhood  drawings 
and  sketches  of  characters  who  would  later 
inhabit  her  syndicated  strip.  Dykes  to 
Watch  Out  For. 

The  event  will  be  held  in  the  Mahar 
Auditorium  at  UMass  at  7:30.  Admission  is 
$3.00  for  UMass  students  (who  must  show  a 
valid  I.D.)  and  $6.{X)  for  all  others.  For 
more  information,  call  (413)  545-4824.  Pro¬ 
ceeds  will  benefit  the  UMass  Program  for 
Gay,  Lesbian  and  Bisexual  Concerns. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Lesbian  poet  sues 
Rutgers 

NEW  BRUNSWICK,  N.J.  —  Puerto 
Rican  lesbian  poet  Luz  Maria  Umpierre  has 
filed  suit  against  Rutgers  University  for 
discrimination  based  on  sex,  natural  origin, 
and  sexual  preference.  The  case,  which  was 
filed  in  February,  claims  that  Rutgers 
discriminated  against  Umpierre  when  she 
applied  for  the  job  as  Chair  of  the  universi¬ 
ty’s  Caribbean  Studies  Department  in  1986. 

Umpierre  currently  heads  the  Modern 
Languages  and  Foklore  Department  at 
Western  Kentucky  University. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Jewish  lesbian 
daughters  of 
Holocaust  survivors 
to  meet 

BOSTON  —  Preparations  are  underway 
for  the  tenth  meeting  of  Jewish  Lesbian 
Daughters  of  Holocaust  Survivors 
(JLDHS).  The  group  meets  semi-annually 
for  a  weekend  of  discussion,  support  and 
networking  around  issues  faced  by  children 
of  survivors.  The  next  gathering  will  take 
place  May  4-6  in  New  Hampshire. 

JLDHS  is  for  lesbians  whose  parent  or 
parents  survived  the  Holocaust,  including 
parents  who  were  in  Nazi  Europe  or  North 
Africa  in  1933  or  later  and  who  survived 
death  camps,  or  in  hiding  by  passing  as  non- 
Jews,  or  by  managing  to  leave  for  safer  ter¬ 
ritories.  The  international  organization  has 
members  in  Australia,  Nicaragua,  Canada, 
as  well  as  the  U.S. 

Both  Jewish  and  non-Jewish  lesbian  part¬ 
ners  of  daughters  are  welcome,  and  may  at¬ 
tend  workshops  specifically  for  partners. 
For  more  information,  write  to  Box  6194, 
Boston,  Mass.  02144,  or  call  321-4254. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Silber  comes  out 

against 

homophobia? 

BOSTON  —  In  the  midst  of  his  guber¬ 
natorial  campaign,  noteworthy  mostly  for 
his  seemingly  daily  racist  and  otherwise  offen¬ 
sive  misstatements,  Boston  University  (BU) 
President  John  Silber  pledged  .March  25  to 
reject  support  from  groups  that  appeal  to 
“prejudice,”  including  homophobia. 

According  to  BU’s  Daily  Free  Press, 
Silber  joined  other  Democratic  guber¬ 
natorial  candidates  Evelyn  Murphy  and 
John  Flood  and  Republican  illiam  Weld 
in  signing  a  “Fair  Campaign  Practices” 
pledge  at  a  forum  sponsored  by  the  Anti- 
Defamation  League  of  B’Nai  B’Rith 
(ADLi.  The  pledge  ask^  candidates  to 
“repudiate,  immediately  and  publicly,  sup¬ 
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port  from  any  individual  or  group  which  ap¬ 
peals  to  prejudice  based  on  race,  religion, 
gender,  national  origin,  or  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion.”  (Flood  and  Weld  both  voted  against 
the  gay  rights  bill  during  their  tenures  in  the 
Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives.) 

Despite  pressure  from  BU  campus 
groups,  Silber  has  consistently  refused  to 
support  the  addition  of  “sexual 
orientation”  to  BU’s  non-discrimination 
policy.  In  an  April  1988  address  to  students 
at  Towers  Dormitory,  Silber  called  the  re¬ 
quest  for  such  a  policy  statement  “totally 
unacceptable,”  saying  “I  am  under  no 
obligation  to  accept  the  claim  of  homosex¬ 
uals  that  homosexuality  is  a  normative  way 
of  life.  I  don’t  believe  it  is.” 

The  BU  Board  of  Trustees  is  scheduled  to 
vote  on  a  proposal  to  include  “sexual  orien¬ 
tation”  in  the  school’s  non-discrimination 
clause  at  an  April  4-6  meeting  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

□  Laura  Briggs 

Texas  lesbians  to 
meet 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  The  third  annual 
Texas  Lesbian  Conference  is  scheduled  to 
take  place  here  May  18  to  20.  Sponsored  by 
Lesbian  Information  San  Antonio  (LISA) 
and  ELLAS,  a  statewide  network  of  Latina 
lesbians  in  Texas,  the  conference  will  in¬ 
clude  a  variety  of  workshops,  speakers, 
films,  and  live  entertainment. 

Speakers  will  include:  Leti  Gomez,  co¬ 
chair  of  the  national  Latino  lesbian  and  gay 
organization  LLEGO;  Joan  Nestle,  founder 
and  curator  of  the  Lesbian  Herstory  Ar¬ 
chives;  and  Ivy  Young  of  the  National  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Task  Force. 

Pre-conference  registration  is  $30  before 
April  15,  $40  before  May  10,  and  $45  at  the 
conference  site  on  a  space  available  basis. 
Scholarships  are  also  available  to  women  of 
color  and  low  income  women  who  want  to 
attend  but  lack  resources  to  participate. 
Low  income  housing  and  child  care  are  also 
available  upon  inquiry.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  or  to  register,  contact  the  Texas  Lesbian 
Conference,  P.O.  Box  12327,  San  Antonio, 
TX  78212,  or  call  (512)  828-1761. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Black  gay  group  to 
get  funding 

ATLANTA  —  Readers  of  the  new 
mainstream  Black  magazine.  Upscale  will 
soon  have  the  opportunity  to  contribute  to 
the  National  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians 
And  Gays  (NCBLG).  NCBLG  will  app)ear 
along  with  several  other  organizations  on  a 
card  inserted  into  the  April  issue  of  Upscale. 
Readers  can  indicate  the  organizations  they 
wish  to  support  and  return  the  card  to  the 
magazine,  which  will  then  donate  50  cents  to 
the  respective  groups  for  each  card  returned 
with  that  group  selected. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Supporting  adoption 
reform 

BERKELEY,  Calif.  —  Strategies  for 
changing  the  laws  concerning  adoption 
records,  an  analysis  of  why  adoption  is  a 
feminist  issue,  and  a  look  at  traditional 
Hawaiian  adoption  are  among  the  articles 
included  in  the  most  recent  edition  of  Chain 
of  Life,  a  relatively  new  “feminist  adoption 
reform  newsletter.”  In  addition  to  analysis 
and  opinion  pieces,  the  newsletter  also  in¬ 
cludes  letters,  news  briefs,  announcements 
and  poetry. 

The  newsletter  seeks  subscribers  to  help  it 
“continue  linking  the  adoption  reform 
movement  and  the  lesbian,  gay,  feminist, 
and  progressive  communities.”  The 
newsletter  appears  every  two  months,  and  is 
available  on  a  sliding  scale  basis  ($7-15  per 
year).  Sample  copies  are  available  for  $2. 
For  information  or  to  subscribe,  send 
checks  payable  to  J.  Baer,  Chain  of  Life, 
Box  8081,  Berkeley,  CA  94707. 

Jennie  McKnight 


Community  members 
question  police  response 
to  gay-bashings 

Since  January  of  1989,  there  have  been  17  reported 
violent  attacks  on  gay  men  in  the  Fens 


By  Laura  Briggs 


BOSTON  —  A  gay  man  was  attacked  in 
the  Fens  March  28,  bringing  the  total 
number  of  reported  gay-bashings  this  year 
in  the  popular  cruising  area  up  to  eight.  The 
victim  is  currently  recovering  from  surgery, 
police  say  they  have  no  leads  in  the  case,  and 
some  community  activists  have  suggested 
that  the  police  should  put  this  investigation 
higher  on  their  list  of  priorities. 

“I  don’t  think  there  has  been  a  real  sense 
in  much  of  the  community  that  this  kind  of 
violence  is  taking  place  in  a  regular  way,” 
said  Kevin  Cathcart,  executive  director  of 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders 
(GLAD).  ‘‘If  there  was,  the  community 
would  be  putting  more  pressure  on  the 
[police]  commissioner  to  put  more  resources 
into  this  investigation,”  he  said. 

Between  January  and  August  of  last  year, 
there  were  nine  reported  attacks  in  the  area 
around  the  Fens,  a  large  park  located  at  the 
intersection  of  the  Back  Bay  and  the  Fen¬ 
way,  two  gay  neighborhoods.  One  victim 
died  and  another  suffered  irreparable  brain 
damage.  In  all  of  the  incidents,  both  this 
year’s  and  last,  victims  have  been  hit  in  the 
back  of  the  head  with  blunt  objects. 

According  to  the  Boston  Police  Depart¬ 
ment,  the  investigation  has  been  hampered 
by  the  inability  of  victims  to  provide  a  detailed 
description  of  the  attacker,  and  the  lack  of 
witnesses.  ‘‘It’s  been  happening  in  an  area 
where  someone  can  operate  anonymously. 
We’re  just  hoping  that  some  night,  he  makes 
a  mistake,”  said  Sgt.  John  Devaney  of  Area 
D,  the  police  station  with  jurisdiction  over 
the  investigation. 

Police  obtained  a  sketchy  description  last 
summer  of  the  attacker.  He  was  described  as 
a  Black  male  with  a  husky,  muscular  build. 


between  5’  10”  and  6’.  According  to  Steve 
LeBlanc  of  the  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center’s  Victim  Recovery  Program,  three 
other  people  provided  descriptions  last 
winter.  A  survivor  of  one  of  the  incidents 
said  the  attacker  was  wearing  a  long  coat 
and  was  a  tall.  Black  man  with  an  athletic 
build.  A  witness  to  another  beating  gave  a 
similar  description,  but  did  not  specify  the 
attacker’s  race. 

A  more  detailed  description  was  offered 
by  a  man  involved  in  a  bar  incident,  which 
LeBlanc  said  may  have  been  related.  The 
man  was  approached  in  Citi,  a  gay  bar,  by 
someone  who  was  acting  strangely.  When  he 
left  the  bar,  he  was  followed  by  the  same 
man,  who  slammed  his  head  into  a  building 
and  told  him  to  watch  himself  in  the  Fens. 
The  attacker  was  described  as  a  handsome 
Black  man,  athletic  but  slender,  25-30  years 
of  age,  with  ‘‘Caucasian  features,”  and 
wearing  dark  clothing. 

Since  most  of  the  men  who  have  been  at¬ 
tacked  say  that  they  left  a  gay  bar  about  10 
minutes  before,  LeBlanc  said  he  believes 
that  the  man  is  probably  following  people 
after  they  leave  gay  bars.  He  said  that  while 
it  is  unclear  whether  or  not  the  Citi  attack 
was  related,  it  is  a  possibility. 

Another  factor  hampering  the  invesuga- 
tion  could  be  hesitation  by  witnesses  to 
come  forward  because  of  fear  of  anti-gay 
responses  from  the  police.  For  instance, 
witnesses  may  not  report  incidents  because 
they  do  not  want  to  admit  to  police  officers 
that  they  were  in  a  gay  cruising  area. 
Devaney  acknowledged  this  problem,  but 
said  that  it  was  possible  for  victims  or 
witnesses  to  make  a  confidential  report  to 
Continued  on  page  14 


Over  500  arrested  in 
Central  America  demo 


By  Laura  Briggs 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Over  570  peo¬ 
ple  were  arrested  in  a  March  24  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  action  outside  the  White  House  pro¬ 
testing  U.S.  policy  in  Central  America.  The 
civil  disobedience  followed  a  morning 
march  which  drew  between  5,000 and  10,000 
people. 

‘‘It  was  the  culmination  of  ten  years  of 
citizens’  opposition  to  U.S.  policy  in  Cen¬ 
tral  America,  and  a  bringing  together  of  the 
many  issues  of  the  region,”  said  Ellen  Kaye, 
one  of  the  Boston  organizers  for  the  civil 
disobedience. 

The  demonstration  demands  included  the 
removal  of  U.S.  troops  from  Panama,  an 
end  to  aid  to  El  Salvador,  an  end  to  military 
aid  to  Guatemala,  and  funding  for  human 
needs  rather  than  the  military. 

Following  the  march  from  the  U.S. 
Capitol  to  the  W'hite  House,  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  participants  broke  into  groups  for 
scattered  site  action.  Activists  blocked  en¬ 
trances  at  the  back  and  side  of  the  White 
House.  Others  obstructed  traffic  on  Penn¬ 


sylvania  Avenue  by  building  a  mock  Central 
American  village,  while  still  others  blocked 
the  front  entrance. 

According  to  civil  disobedience  partici¬ 
pant  Susan  Jarvis,  of  Boston,  the  two  major 
sponsors  of  the  action  advised  different 
strategies  following  arrest.  The  Committee 
in  Solidarity  with  the  People  of  El  Salvador 
(CISPES)  encouraged  participants  to  pay  a 
$50  fine  in  order  to  be  released,  while  the 
Pledge  of  Resistance  urged  people  not  to 
cooperate  by  paying  money  to  the  police. 

According  to  Kaye,  about  400  people  paid 
the  fine  and  were  sentenced  to  30  days  un¬ 
supervised  probation.  Immediately  after 
their  release,  all  but  24  of  the  non¬ 
cooperators  were  also  freed  without  paying 
the  fine.  Police  gave  these  non-cooperators 
court  dates  on  which  to  reappear,  though  in 
many  cases  the  order  will  be  unenforceable, 
as  many  people  were  released  without  giving 
their  names.  The  remaining  group  of  24 
were  released  as  Jane  and  John  Does  March 
26  with  no  sentence.  ^ 


Press  ignores  disability 
rights  activists 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON  —  A  broad  coalition  of 
disability  rights  advocates  called  a  press  con- 
fernce  March  27  to  protested  a  Boston 
Herald  column  denouncing  the  Americans 
with  Disabilities  Act  (ADA).  Activists  who 
felt  the  Boston  media  are  hostile  to  the  rights 
of  people  with  disabilities  said  that  their  im¬ 
pression  was  reinforced  when  neither  of 
Boston’s  two  large  daily  papers  nor  any  TV 
news  station  attended  the  event. 

‘‘Don  Feder’s  article  expressed  what  the 
cost  cutters  are  afraid  of,  that  this  bill  will 
cost  money,  that  they  will  have  to  pay  more 
taxes.  It’s  the  old  profit  before  people  argu¬ 
ment,”  said  Jean  Wassell  of  the  Disabled 
People’s  Liberation  Front  (DPLF). 

The  March  22  Feder  column,  entitled 
‘‘Now  We  Can  All  Be  Persecuted 
Minorities,”  argues  that  the  ADA  is  a 
dangerously  vague  bill.  He  cites  the  expense 
of  making  transportation,  stores,  and 
restaurants  accessible  to  “the 
handicapped,  ”  and  argues  that  the  language 
of  the  ADA  is  so  imprecise  as  to  invite 
discrimination  suits  against  public  accom¬ 
modations.  Feder  is  particularly  alarmed  by 


the  bill’s  inclusion  of  mental  disabilities, 
which  he  argues  could  be  interpreted  to  in¬ 
clude  gay  people,  people  who  rape,  people 
who  make  obscene  phone  calls,  and  people 
who  perform  poorly  at  their  jobs. 

‘‘It  is  important  to  note  that  most  of  the 
provisions  in  the  Americans  with 
Disabilities  Act  have  long  been  law  here  in 
Massachusetts,”  said  Jim  Gleich,  director 
of  the  Massachusetts  Office  of  Handicap¬ 
ped  Affairs.  According  to  Gleich,  the  only 
major  provision  of  the  ADA  which  is  not 
already  Massachusetts  law  is  the  require¬ 
ment  of  accessible  transportation. 

‘‘This  was  such  an  outrageous  cut  of 
disabled  people,”  said  Wasell.  She  said  that 
the  column  was  particularly  offensive 
because  it  was  in  response  to  the  disability 
rights  demonstration  in  Washington  (see 
GCN,  March  18),  which  the  Boston  papers 
virtually  ignored.  ‘‘The  Globe  had  one  little 
piece,  about  a  paragraph,  while  the  New 
York  Times  ran  two  long  articles.  The 
Herald  had  a  short  article.  Neither  of  them 
covered  the  civil  disobedience,”  she  said, 
adding,  ‘‘Over  106  people  were  arrested.”  □ 


N.C.  activists  mobilize 
to  oust  Helms 

GCN  talks  with  Black  lesbian  Mandy  Carter, 
staffer  for  the  newly-formed  anti-Helms  group 
North  Carolina  Senate  Vote  ’90 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

DURHAM,  N.C.  —  In  his  nearly  18  years 
as  a  U.S.  Senator,  Jesse  Helms  (R.-N.C.) 
has  inspired  the  wrath  of  practically  every 
group  stuggling  for  justice  and  liberation. 
Lesbians  and  gay  men,  women,  people  of 
color,  old  people,  and  environmentalists  are 
among  those  targeted  by  the  ultra-right  wing 
senator’s  vitriolic  rhetoric  and  devastating 
legislative  agenda.  Helms’  positions  —  and 
victories  —  on  issues  ranging  from  abortion 
to  AIDS  to  foreign  policy  in  Central 
America  have  caused  some  progressive 
analysts  and  lobbyists  to  consider  him  one 
of  the  most  dangerous  legislators  in 
Washington.  Now,  as  Helms  gears  up  for 
his  bid  for  a  fourth  term,  lesbians  and  gay 
men  in  his  home  state  are  building  a  coali¬ 
tion  aimed  at  stopping  him. 

According  to  Mandy  Carter,  a  Black  les¬ 
bian  activist  from  Durham,  lesbians  and  gay 
men  from  all  over  North  Carolina  met  last 
summer  to  plan  some  response  to  Helms’  re- 
election  campaign.  Despite  a  desire  to  put 
together  some  kind  of  opposition,  several 
months  passed  with  little  action.  But  the 
group  got  remotivated  on  Jan.  13,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Carter,  when  Helms  announced  his 
re-election  bid.  ‘‘It  was  the  same  weekend  as 
the  Martin  Luther  King  holiday,  which  had 
finally  passed,”  said  Carter.  The  timing  of 
the  announcement  was  not  a  coincidence, 
claims  Carter,  since  Helms  has  been 
“obsessed”  in  his  unswerving  opposition  to 
recognizing  the  assassinated  civil  rights 
leader’s  birthday  as  a  holiday. 

The  anger  generated  by  Helms’  an¬ 
nouncement,  which,  according  to  Carter, 
included  a  swipe  at  “those  disgusting  les¬ 
bians  and  gays  marching  in  our  streets 


demanding  all  kinds  of  things,”  provided 
the  impetus  for  a  second  community 
meeting.  That  meeting  produced  what  is 
now  known  as  North  Carolina  Senate  Vote 
’90,  a  statewide  campaign  and  political  ac¬ 
tion  committee  (PAC)  with  a  projected  S2 
million  budget  aimed  at  beating  Helms. 

Although  its  origins  are  in  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community,  activists  hope  to  build  a 
broad  coalition  among  North  Carolinians 
who  have  been  victims  of  Helms’  agenda. 
“We  took  [Helms’]  voting  record  and  just 
went  down  it  and  made  a  list,”  said  Carter, 
“from  pro-choice  groups  to  environment 
groups,  to  anti-apartheid  groups,  to  Central 
America  —  we  came  up  with  18  types  of 
groups  who  would  be  natural  allies.”  Carter 
said  she  hoped  the  campaign  would  resem¬ 
ble  the  successful  effort  two  years  ago  in 
Arizona  which  recalled  then-Gov.  Edward 
Meecham.  The  Meecham  campaign  was 
started  by  a  gay  man,  Ed  Buck,  and  joined 
by  a  broad  range  of  groups  opposed  to  the 
right-wing  governor. 

Carter,  who  is  the  only  paid  staff  member 
of  the  fledgling  group,  said  the  stop-Helms 
strategy  will  consist  of  a  media  campaign 
and  get-out-the-vote  efforts.  She  said  that 
although  Democrats  outnumber 
Republicans  three  to  one  among  the  state’s 
four  million  registered  voters,  many 
Democrats  don’t  vote,  and  some  have 
“crossed  over”  to  vote  for  Helms. 

Organizationally,  the  campaign  will  have 
its  home  office  in  Durham,  which  will  pro¬ 
vide  support  for  grassroots  efforts  in  each  of 
the  state’s  100  counties.  In  addition  to 
mobilizing  constituencies  alienated  by 
Continued  on  page  1 3 
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MARILYN  HUMPHRIES 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


“G>mfnuntty  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  conwnents  to  us, 
and  to  resporrd  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Grpies  of  letters  and  “Spewing  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
pace-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  artd  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  dari^,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


You  can’t  make  for  change 
by  exclusion 


Dear  GCN: 

To  all  who  are  concerned  about  keeping 
the  “unity”  in  “community”:  I  am  sad¬ 
dened  and  sickened  to  hear  about  the  recent 
ejection  of  bisexuals  from  responsible  posi¬ 
tions  on  the  Northampton  Pride  Commit¬ 
tee,  as  well  as  the  sudden  retraction  of  the 
name,  “Gay,  Lesbian  and  Bisexual  Pride 
Day.”  What  can  possibly  be  gained  by  har¬ 
shly  excluding  any  members  of  the  lesbian, 
gay  and  bisexual  community?  We’re  waging 
the  battle  for  respect  on  the  heterosexist 
front;  having  to  fight  for  respect  from  our 
own  people  wastes  valuable  activist  energy 
better  used  elsewhere.  The  straight  “world” 
would  be  delighted  to  see  all  the  “perverts” 
fighting  among  themselves,  keeping  their 
minds  off  the  real  threat. 

Please,  let’s  broaden  our  scope  of 
understanding  right  now;  we  must  learn  that 
exclusion  is  the  absolute  WORST  way  to 
make  social  change! 

Sincerely, 

Liz  Nania 

H  Brookline,  Mass. 

Not  the  same  conference 
I  attended 

Dear  GCN: 

I  always  find  it  disturbing,  not  to  mention 
unethical,  for  a  journalist  to  pass  one’s 
opinion  off  as  facts  in  any  situation.  1  find  it 
even  more  distressing  when  the  publisher 
does  not  take  the  time  to  check  out  an  ob¬ 
viously  opinionated  story. 

1  am  referring  to  the  piece  by  Ayofemi 
Stowe  which  was  supposed  to  be  about  the 
Third  Annual  National  Black  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Leadership  February  16-19,  1990  Con¬ 
ference.  The  conference  she  reported  on  was 
not  the  same  one  1  attended. 

First,  the  Health  Institute  contained  27 
workshops:  nine  specifically  on  women’s 
issues,  five  on  substance  abuse  and  only  13 
workshops  were  on  AIDS  —  and  I  think  it’s 
absurd  that  the  number  of  workshops  on 
AIDS  should  be  made  an  issue!  Perhaps 
Stowe  mistakenly  believes  that  AIDS  is  not  a 
health  issue  for  women;  12  of  the  25 
presenters  were  women;  and  two  of  the  three 
keynotes  for  the  Health  Institute  were 
women.  Stowe  mentioned  Byllye  Avery  and 
failed  to  mention  Jane  Johnson,  Vice- 
president  of  the  National  Association  of 
Planned  Parenthood. 

Secondly,  of  the  35  workshops  presented 
over  Saturday  and  Sunday,  23  were  lead  or 
co-lead  by  women;  seven  were  specifically 
women’s  issues.  The  Sylvia  Rhue  slide-show 
wasn’t  a  substitute  for  Keith  St.  John.  It  was 
part  of  the  original  plans  for  the  opening 
plenary. 

Thirdly,  her  list  of  criticisms  comes  off  as 
personal  becaues  she  fails  to  “report”  the 
nature  of  the  controversies.  1  agree  that 
there  was  a  lot  of  debate  about  the  con¬ 
ference  being  dedicated  to  the  memory  of 
Chris  Brownlie.  But  she  doesn’t  even  pro¬ 
vide  a  synopsis  as  to  the  nature  and  scope  of 
the  discussions.  As  for  the  Hyatt  Regency 
being  criticized  as  the  site,  1  only  have  to  say 
she  was  with  a  very  different  crowd.  That 
never  came  up  with  any  of  the  hundreds  of 
people  with  whom  1  came  in  contact.  And 
she  again  fails  to  mention  the  nature  of  the 
complaint.  And  where  she  got  the  idea  that 
there  was  “a  consensus  that  the  ‘leadership’ 
aspect  was  missing  from  the  conference 


agenda”  is  equally  puzzling.  Her  use  of  the 
word  “consensus”  inplies  that  the  majority, 
if  not  all,  who  attended  the  conference 
would  agree  with  the  opinion  expressed.  It’s 
difficult  even  to  address  this  statement 
because  it  simply  lacks  any  kind  of  credibili¬ 
ty. 

There  was  vast  improvement  in  the  cur¬ 
ricula  from  last  year  to  this  year.  Perhaps 
Stowe  and  her  “consensus”  group  failed  to 
take  advantage  of  the  Leadership  Develop¬ 
ment  track  of  four  workshops,  or  any  of  the 
workshops  on  feminism,  coalition  building, 
and  developing  a  political  agenda  for  the 
’90s  —  just  a  few  of  the  possibilities  Stowe 
failed  to  notice,  perhaps  even  to  attend. 

Yes,  there  were  instances  of  sexism  at  the 
conference.  And  I  am  the  last  person  to  de¬ 
fend  such  actions.  What  I  will  say  is  that 
there  were  several  women  and  men  involved 
in  appropriately  addressing  and  resolving 
these  situations  —  including  the  one  pointed 
out  by  Stowe.  It  is  misleading  to  report  a 
situation  and  not  report  that  it  was  resolved. 

As  for  the  “male  keynote”  who  “told  a 
looksist  joke,”  there  was  only  one  male 
“keynote”  in  attendance.  Dr.  Jacob  Gayle 
who  gave  the  luncheon  keynote  at  the 
Health  Institute,  and  that  statement 
definitely  did  not  come  from  him.  While  1 
have  been  unable  to  determine  to  whom 
Stowe  is  referring,  I  do  know  that  the 
“joke”  was  either  a  direct  quote  or  a 
paraphrase  from  the  play  “Beauty  Shop.” 
So,  there  is  a  context  missing  for  that  state¬ 
ment. 

In  short,  the  Conference  was  not  perfect. 
However,  neither  was  it  the  troubled  wash¬ 
out  depicted  by  Stowe’s  inaccurate  piece  of 
journalism. 

Sabrina  Sojourner 
I  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Against  separatism 

Dear  GCN: 

The  continued  defense  of  separatism  in 
the  letters  column  of  GCN  is  pretty  annoy¬ 
ing.  It  seems  that  hatred  of  men,  especially 
of  the  straight  white  variety,  is  acceptable  to 
many  who  claim  to  be  interested  in  the 
liberation  of  people  from  oppressive  rela¬ 
tionships  and  institutions.  1  support  all  in¬ 
dividuals’  freedom  to  associate  with  or 
avoid  anyone  they  wish,  and  oppose  legal  ef¬ 
forts  to  force  people  to  associate  with  those 
they  wish  to  avoid.  Excluding  people  from 
places  and  events  based  on  sex  or  color, 
whoever  is  doing  the  excluding,  should  be 
seen  for  what  it  is:  sexism  or  racism.  The 
Revolting  Lesbians  (see  GCN,  March  4-10, 
1990)  apparently  think  that  any  possessor  of 
a  dick  is  an  oppressor  of  women,  no  matter 
what  he  as  an  individual  does  or  thinks.  This 
is  the  kind  of  a.ssumption  about  a  person 
based  on  their  physical  characteristics  that 
feminists  .say  should  not  be  made  in  the  case 
of  women,  but  apparently  is  acceptable  to 
them  if  the  person  in  question  is  male.  Mak¬ 
ing  these  ridiculous,  sexist  assumptions 
about  men  is  just  as  offensive  and  inac¬ 
curate  as  assuming  that  all  women  are  gen¬ 
tle,  cooperative,  and  non-oppressive.  There 
are  bad  people  of  all  classes,  sexes,  and  col¬ 
ors;  people  should  be  judged  on  the  basis  of 
their  actions,  not  their  sex. 

It  would  be  nice  if  people  started  to  view 
others  simply  as  individuals,  instead  of  as 
parts  of  “communities”  which  really  bear 
little  resemblance  to  the  way  most  people  ac¬ 
tually  live  and  think.  The  differences  among 
individuals  in  these  “communities”  are  just 
as  great  as  the  similarities,  and  the 
similarities  betwen  members  of  different 
“communities”  are  often  greater  than  the 
differences  in  many  ways.  Separatism  and 
hatred  of  others  bring  nothing  but  more  ill 
feeling  among  people. 

The  Boston  Anarchist  Drinking  Brigade 
has  just  published  a  collection  of  anti¬ 
separatist  essays  called  Against  Separatism, 
edited  by  me.  If  anyone  is  interested  in  ob¬ 
taining  a  copy,  send  me  $3,  c/o  BAD  Press, 
P.O.  Box  1323,  Cambridge,  MA  02238. 

_  Joe  Peacott 

H  Boston,  Mass. 

Speaking  out  against  child 
abuse 

Dear  GCN: 

April  1 -April  7  has  been  designated  this 
year’s  “Week  of  the  Child.”  In  observance 
of  this  week,  the  Massachusetts  Chapter  of 
the  National  Child  Rights  Alliance  has 
planned  a  public  speak-out  against  child 
abuse  to  be  held  on  the  Amherst  Town 
Common  on  Sunday,  April  1  from  noon  to 
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Safer  sex  and  drug  use  guidelines 


GCN  offers  these  guidelines  lor  all  of  us  who  are  making  decisions  about  sex  and  drug  use  in  the  midst  of  the  AIDS  epidemic. 

HIV  IS  a  virus  widely  thought  to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS.  The  highest  concentrations  of  HIV  are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  So  it's 
important  to  avoid  any  way  in  which  HIV-infected  blood  or  semen  can  get  from  one  person's  bcxiy  into  another  person's 
bloodstream. 

•  Fucking  (anal  and  vaginal)  without  a  condom  and  sharing  needles  account  for  almost  all  the  documented 
cases  of  HIV  transmission. 

•  Oral  sex  without  a  condom  or  denal  dam  accounts  for  a  very  few  documented  ases  of  HIV  transmission. 

•  Other  ways  of  transmitting  HIV  that  have  not  been  documented  but  which  could  be  theoretically  risky  include:  fisting,  finger 
fucking,  rimming,  deep  kissing,  sharing  uncleaned  dildos.  The  theory  here  is  that  any  way  HIV-infected  bodily  fluids  get  from  one 
person  into  another  involves  risk.  For  example,  HIV  could  be  transmitted  if  a  person  with  a  cut  on  their  hand  fistfucked  their 
partner  and  caused  bleeding  in  their  rectum  or  vagina. 

How  to  Play  Safer 

Only  you  can  decide  what  risks  you  are  willing  to  take.  Some  people  use  safer  sex  practices  with  all  their  partners.  Other  peo¬ 
ple  make  decisions  about  the  risks  they  are  willing  to  take  based  on  their  own  and  their  partners'  sexual  and  drug  use  history 
and/or  HIV  status.  People  also  make  decisions  based  on  how  comfortable  they  feel  negotiating  safer  sex  in  any  particular  situa¬ 
tion.  If  you  and  your  partner  have  not  talked  about  past  practices  and/or  HIV  status,  don't  make  assumptions.  (For  example, 
many  lesbians  have  had  unprotected  intercourse  with  a  man  in  the  last  ten  years.) 

•  Use  a  condom  when  fucking.  On  the  condoms,  use  water-based  lubricants  like  KY.  Oil-based  lubricants  like  Crisco, 
Vaseline,  and  baby  oil  may  make  condoms  break. 

•  Use  a  condom  when  sucking  dick  if  your  partner  is  going  to  come  in  your  mouth.  If  HIV-infected  cum  or  pre-cum 
gets  in  your  mouth,  it  may  get  in  your  bloodstream  through  cuts  in  your  gums  or  sores  in  your  mouth. 

•  Use  dental  dams  (latex  squares)  when  going  down  on  a  woman  if  she  is  having  her  period  or  has  a  vaginal  infection. 
Menstrual  blood  and  secretions  from  vaginal  infections  have  more  HIV  than  healthy  vaginal  secretions  or  untie.  No  information 
has  been  gathered  about  the  concentration  of  HIV  in  "female  eiKulate." 

■  Use  latex  gloves  for  fisting  or  finger-fucking  if  you  have  any  sores  or  cuts  on  your  hands. 

•  Keep  semen  and  blood  (including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn  from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  out  of  your  vagina, 
anus,  mouth,  or  breaks  in  your  skin. 

•  If  you  share  dikjos.  vibraton  or  other  sex  toys,  use  a  new  condom  each  time,  or  clean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide  or  soap 
and  water. 

•  Altemaiive  insernnation  may  put  you  at  nsk.  Discuss  this  nsk  with  potential  donors  or  sperm  banks. 

•  Massage,  hogging,  dirty  talk,  role-playing,  masturbation  (solo,  with  a  partner,  in  a  group)  and  other  activities  that  don't  let 
bkxxl  or  semen  into  your  blooduream  are  safe 

•  Alcohol,  poppers  or  other  drugs  may  lower  your  ability  to  make  good  decisions.  Many  people  have  reported  that  they  have 
been  unable  to  maintain  safer  sex  pracuces  after  getting  high. 

•  Good  nutrition,  lots  of  rest,  exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol  and  ocher  drugs  may  help  you  fight  all  illnesses,  including 
AIDS. 


Intravenous  Drug  Use 

•  Don’t  share  works  (needles,  syrxiges.  droppen.  spoons,  conons  or  cookers)! 

*  If  ycxi  must  share  or  re-use  works,  dean  them  before  and  after  each  mfeaion  as  follows:  dip  needk  and  works  into  bleach, 
draw  up  and  release  three  tunes,  dip  needle  and  works  mto  fresh  water,  draw  up  and  release  three  tunes.  In  an  emergency,  rub¬ 
bing  alcohol  or  vodka  can  be  used  xistead  of  bleach.  Or  you  can  bod  works  chat  aren't  plastic  m  water  for  at  least  IS  minutes. 
(Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  clean  your  works.) 


Resource  phone  numbers 

Nxioral  AIDS  Hodne.  I  |800|  392-7SI9 

AIDS  Anna  ComKue  (AAC)  ktun  I  1800)  23L233I 

Launo  ADS  Horkne  (Mafiul).  Boston  (617)  2i2  7298 

ADS  ActMii  Conmiee  (AACl  ft  Oni|  the  Taskforce  Boston  |il7)  937  9200 

Gar  Men  s  Ffeaftk  Cnss  iGMHC).  New  York  (212)  107-685$ 

NjoomI  Mnonty  ADS  Conned  |NMAC|  WasliM{ion.  D  C  (202)  599-1076 
Wonien  s  ADS  Network.  San  Franoico  (9151  869-9376 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


Creating  accessibility:  organizing  for  the 
National  Lesbian  Conference 


3  p.m.  We  invite  the  community  to  join  us  at 
this  time  and  learn  about  child  abuse  and  the 
effects  this  serious  problem  has  on  our 
society  as  a  whole.  Representative  Stan 
Rosenberg  and  Northwest  District  Attorney 
Judd  Carhart  have  agreed  to  join  us  as 
guest  speakers.  Many  survivors  of  child 
abuse  will  be  speaking  as  well.  This  event 
promises  to  be  an  excellent  educational  op¬ 
portunity  for  all  persons  committed  to  the 
welfare  of  children. 

We  are  also  asking  all  concerned  com¬ 
munity  members  to  join  us  in  our  effort  to 
call  attention  to  the  serious  nature  of  this 
problem  by  placing  signs  and  posters  on 
their  mailboxes,  doors  or  windows  calling 
for  an  end  to  child  abuse.  Let’s  not  let  this 
year’s  Week  of  the  Child  pass  without  giving 
serious  thought  to  the  plight  of  abused 
children  in  our  state.  Not  only  are  we  talking 
about  inadequate  health  care,  malnutrition, 
and  an  educational  system  severely 
hampered  by  radical  budget  cuts.  We  are 
also  poisoning  the  planet  our  children  will 
inherit;  killing  off  the  wild  species  that 
would  enrich  their  existence,  and  threaten¬ 
ing  their  very  existence  with  a  nuclear  build¬ 
up  of  preposterous  proportions.  We  im¬ 
plore  community  members  to  search  within 
their  hearts  and  find  a  way  to  express  the 
need  to  effectively  protect  children. 
Together,  we  can  and  will  make  a  dif¬ 
ference. 

Sincerely, 
Jennifer  Giandalone 
National  Child  Rights  Alliance 
of  Massachusetts 
H  Amherst,  Mass. 

Riddle  of  the  week 

Dear  GCN: 

Question:  What’s  worth  more  than  the 
1,100  yuppies  who  paid  $40  each  to  attend 
the'  recent  gay  writers’  conference  in  San 
Francisco?  Answer:  One  James  Baldwin. 

Sincerely, 

_  Arthur  Evans 

H  San  Francisco,  Calif. 

Irish  gay  mag  to  begin 
publication 

Dear  GCN: 

As  you  may  have  gathered  from  its  non- 
appearance  in  recent  times,  OUT  magazine 
is  now  defunct.  You  will  recall  that  it  ap¬ 
peared  at  irregular  intervals.  The  reason  for 
this  was  that  the  magazine  was  undercapital¬ 
ised.  In  fact,  it  really  had  no  capital  at  all 
and  had  a  “hand  to  mouth’’  existence.  An 
issue  could  not  come  out  until  all  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  the  previous  issue,  from  sales, 
advertising,  etc.,  were  collected.  Eventually, 
it  proved  impossible  to  continue  to  operate 
in  this  way. 

In  Ireland,  as  elsewhere,  there  remains  a 
vital  need  for  an  articulate  and  well  pro¬ 
duced  Irish  gay  and  lesbian  magazine. 
Despite  Senator  David  Norris’s  victory  at 
the  European  Court  of  Human  Rights, 
which  must  eventually  lead  to  changes  in  the 
Irish  laws  relating  to  homosexuality,  and 
despite  the  recent  legislation  outlawing  in¬ 
citement  to  hatred  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation,  full  equality  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians  will  only  be  achieved  if  they  have  an 
active,  assertive,  and  public  voice.  A  profes¬ 
sionally  produced  magazine  is  one  impor¬ 
tant  means  of  providing  such  a  voice. 

To  have  any  hope  of  success  a  new  ven¬ 
ture  must  be  properly  capitalised.  To 
achieve  this  objective,  a  company,  Ailes- 
worth  Limited,  has  been  formed  to  publish  a 
new  monthly  magazine.  The  target  date  for 
the  first  issue  is  March  1990.  Ailesworth 
Limited  will  have  an  authorised  capital  of 
100,000.  It  is  proposed  initially  to  issue 
10,000  shares  in  order  to  provide  sufficient 
funds  to  cover  the  production  costs  of  two 
issues. 

The  first  directors  of  the  company  will  be 
Edmund  Lynch,  Matt  Hayes  and  John  Kil- 
cullen.  John  will  also  be  Company  Secre¬ 
tary.  The  registered  office  of  Ailesworth 
Limited  will  be:  Top  Floor,  Dublin 
Resource  Center,  6  Crow  Street,  Dublin  2, 
Ireland. 

Your  readers  are  invited  to  subscribe  for 
any  number  of  shares  they  wish  from  1  share 
upwards.  Those  wishing  to  support  this  ven¬ 
ture  should  write  to  our  postal  address:  P.O. 
Box  1449,  Dublin  1,  Ireland  and  we  will  be 
only  too  happy  to  supply  a  share  application 
form.  It  is  intended  that  the  initial  allotment 
of  shares  will  take  place  on  31st  January 
1990.  Shareholders  will  be  sent  their  share 
certificates  within  one  week  on  receipt  of 
completed  application  forms. 


By  Mary  Frances  Platt 

Prior  to  the  First  National  Planning 
Meeting  of  the  National  Lesbian  Con¬ 
ference  (NLC),  a  lot  of  outreach  and  a 
sizable  amount  of  money  was  raised  to  bring 
lesbians  with  disabilities  and  lesbians  of  col¬ 
or  to  the  Durham  Planning  Meeting.  1  heard 
about  it  through  the  Disabled  Women’s  Net¬ 
work  formed  years  ago  at  the  Michigan 
Women’s  Music  Festival.  I  was  able  to  get 
some  partial  funding,  hooked  up  with  a 
dyke  in  New  York  City,  and  drove  on  down 
to  North  Carolina. 

I  was  not  the  only  loud-mouthed  disabled 
rights  activist  there.  The  group  of  us  “made 
a  joyful  noise’’  and  managed  to  get  our 
needs  and  issues  listened  to. 

A  “kitchen  coalition’’  of  lesbians  with 
disabilities,  lesbians  of  color,  and  old  les¬ 
bians  emerged.  We  became  allies  to  each 
other  and  made  major  decisions  as  a  unit. 
An  amazing  resolution  was  passed.  All 
decision-making  bodies  of  the  NLC  would 
be  comprised  of  50  percent  lesbians  of  color 
and  20  percent  lesbians  with  disabilities. 

Now  as  wonderful  and  unique  as  this  was, 
it  was  not  crip  utopia  in  Durham.  A  number 
of  the  planned  activites  were  not  wheelchair 
accessible,  printed  material  was  not  readily 
available  in  braille,  large  print,  or  tape;  a 
truly  accessible  bathroom  or  shower  facility 
was  not  to  be  found  at  any  of  the  sites,  the 
buses  broke  down,  etc.,  etc.  However,  we 
did  have  approximately  200  women  listen  to 
our  stories  and  issues  as  disabled  dykes  in  a 
fishbowl  process  —  a  first  in  any  lesbian 
community.  An  impromptu  ramp  was  built 
to  make  one  of  the  events  accessible,  and 
lesbians  who  had  never  been  exposed  to 
dykes  with  disabilities  had  their  collective 
consciousness  raised.  Some  lesbians  per¬ 
sonally  committed  to  bringing  access  issues 
back  to  their  own  communities. 

By  the  second  planning  meeting  we  had 
organized  a  Lesbians  with  Disabilities 
Caucus,  started  a  national  network  of  Les¬ 
bians  With  and  Without  Disabilities,  and  in 
general  made  our  presence  known. 

Now,  if  you  are  a  disabled  dyke  read¬ 
ing/listening  to  this,  you  know  there  is  lots 
between  the  lines.  It’s  true.  It’s  hard  work 
educating  all  those  able-bodied  girls,  even 
when  they  do  listen  and  do  become  allies,  as 
some  of  them  have.  We  still  had  to  put  up 
with  a  lot  of  shit,  and  often  had  to  blow  up, 
or  leave  in  the  middle  of  a  meeting,  or  grab 
another  dyke  with  a  disability  for  support. 
Some  of  us  spent  hours  on  the  phone  be¬ 
tween  meetings  supporting  each  other, 
strategizing  for  change,  and  discussing  new 
ways  to  educate  able-bodied  folks.  A 


Not  immune 

Dear  GCN: 

Thank  you  for  being  courageous  enough 
to  print  Pam  Mitchell’s  article  “Strange 
Bedfellows  and  Strange  Politics,”  (GCN, 
Feb.  18-24). 

Although  it’s  painful  and  scary  to  con¬ 
front  this,  gay  and  lesbian  doctors  are  no 
more  immune  from  the  ability  to  be  abusive 
than  any  other  group  of  people.  Mitchell 
shows  an  impressive  courage  herself  in 
hanging  out  our  community’s  “dirty  laun¬ 
dry”  —  no  matter  how  risky  it  surely  must 
have  felt.  If  we  as  a  society  are  going  to  be 
honest  about  the  pervasive  abuse  of  power 
that  permeates  all  levels,  then  we  must  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  in  a  minority  of  instances 
gays  and  lesbians  are  the  abusers.  This  in  no 
way  diminishes  the  ugly  truth  that  straight 
men  are  responsible  for  90  percent  of  sexual 
abuse.  But  we  can’t  hold  our  own  commu¬ 
nity  to  a  different  standard. 

_  Marsha  Zabarsky 

H  Brighton,  Mass. 

Exploiting  loneliness 

Dear  GCN: 

Please  do  NOT  print  phone-sex  ads  on  the 
back  page  of  your  newspaper!  I  often  read 
GCN  on  the  bus  going  to  and  from  work, 
and  have  no  problem  with  people  knowing  1 


number  of  us  often  found  ourselves  inter¬ 
rupting  a  process  that  was  ableistic  or  exclu¬ 
sionary;  protesting  a  space  or  meeting  that 
would  be  inaccessible,  printed  material  that 
was  not  in  braille  and  on  tape,  etc.,  etc. 

So,  why  should  vou,  a  lesbian  with  a 
disability,  become  involved  in  this  difficult 
yet  amazing  process  called  the  NLC?  Sim¬ 
ple.  Because  through  it  we  are  changing  the 
world.  Hey,  this  is  serious  shit!  Hundreds  of 
lesbians  have  been  educated  around  access 
issues.  These  women  have  in  turn,  gone 
back  to  their  own  communities  to  confront 
ableism,  create  accessible  lesbian  culture 
and  to  connect  with,  and  align  with  dykes 
with  disabilities.  The  original  “stone  thrown 
into  the  pond”  at  Durham  continues  to  rip¬ 
ple,  involving  more  and  more  lesbians.  Les¬ 
bians  are  becoming  less  and  less  “afraid 
of,”  “intimidated  by,”  or  “repulsed  by” 
women  on  wheels,  or  blind  women,  or 
outspoken  women  with  non-visible 
disabilities  or  illnesses. 

Women  all  over  the  country  are  creating 
changes  in  the  towns  and  cities  they  live  in, 
the  lesbian  communities  they  are  a  part  of. 
Durham,  North  Carolina  has  more  buses 
with  lifts  because  of  our  presence  and 
follow-up  advocacy.  One  of  the  largest 
hotels  in  Atlanta,  Georgia  is  implementing 
suggested  changes  to  become  more  accessi¬ 
ble  because  of  a  group  of  dykes  who  toured 
with  hotel  and  city  officials  and  pointed  out 
what  was  accessible  and  what  wasn’t.  The 
City  of  Atlanta  itself  has  committed  to  mak¬ 
ing  changes  in  some  of  their  public  facilities 
because  of  us.  Lesbians  With  and  Without 
Disabilities  in  Portland  Oregon  “found” 
each  other  and  worked  to  create  an  accessi¬ 
ble  second  planning  meeting  thanks  to  dis¬ 
abled  NLC  dykes  on  the  East  Coast. 

So  ladies,  besides  the  process  of  creating 
the  conference  being  an  opportunity 
enlighten,  integrate  into  and  educate  the 
ablebodied  lesbian  community,  the  con¬ 
ference  itself  could  serve  as  a  model  of  ac¬ 
cessible  lesbian  culture. 

All  NLC  literature  is  imprinted  with  the 
words:  “The  National  Lesbian  Conference 
is  committed  to  accessibility  for  all  lesbians 
with  disabilities.”  We  have  much  to  learn 
from  each  other  about  how  to  create,  and 
what  is,  the  type  of  space  that  we  are  com¬ 
mitted  to  creating.  Your  input  is  needed. 

Up  until  now,  the  Michigan  Women’s 
Music  Festival  has  been  the  Lesbian  Model 
of  accessibility.  As  great  as  it  is  to  have  a 
space  that  meets  a  lot  of  our  needs  as  dykes 
with  disabilities,  we  want  to  create  “more.” 
More  visibility,  more  integration,  more 


am  gay.  But  these  ads  do  not  represent  the 
nature  of  GCN  or  my  life,  and  1  am  uncom¬ 
fortable  holding  these  ads  up  to  the  world 
while  I  am  reading  a  legitimate  gay 
newspaper. 

I  would  prefer  that  these  ads  be  printed 
together  inside  the  paper,  and  NOT  mixed 
with  news  as  you  have  done  in  recent  issues. 
I  find  these  ads  make  me  sad,  uncomfor¬ 
table,  and  perhaps  even  angry.  1  think  they 
exploit  the  loneliness  and  longing  for  rela¬ 
tionship  that  all  of  us  feel  at  times.  I  see 
them  as  encouraging  addictive  behavior  and 
profiting  from  it. 

I  find  it  difficult  to  reach  out  and  make 
meaningful  contact,  and  sometimes  1  settle 
for  a  casual  sexual  encounter.  But  the  best 
times  are  when  I  can  call  up  a  friend  and  say: 
“I  need  to  be  listened  to”  or  “I  need  to  be 
held”  or  “I  want  to  share  a  meal  with  you” 
and  have  that  friend  respond.  And 
sometimes  a  friend  will  call  me  and  ask  for 
what  they  need.  I  don’t  always  get  what  I 
ask  for.  But  sometimes  I  do.  And  even  when 
1  don’t,  1  know  my  friends  care  about  me. 
And  I  care  about  them  too.  That’s  what 
friends  are! 

Mike  Ramey 

I  Seattle,  WA 

Support  from  the  public  would 
be  a  beginning 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  forced  to  have  oral  sex  on  an  officer. 
There  is  an  investigation  but  it’s  at  a  stand¬ 
still.  I  have  only  one  witness  and  he  is 


disabled  workers,  coordinators,  decision¬ 
makers,  etc.  If  this  is  an  ideal  of  yours,  the 
NLC  is  the  place  for  you  to  put  your  energy, 
knowledge,  expertise,  and  love. 

Please  join  us  in  any  way  you  choose.  We 
need  you  regionally  and  nationally.  We  need 
you  on  the  steering  committee  and  as  a  per¬ 
former,  collecting  tickets  and  working  on 
the  nurturance  committee,  typing  up  notes, 
participating  in  the  softball  game.  We  need 
you  to  organize  around  issues  of  disability 
and  access  in  your  own  community.  We 
need  your  money  if  you  have  any  extra  to 
bring  more  disabled  dykes  into  the  process. 
We  need  you  in  every  committee,  and  in¬ 
volved  in  all  of  the  processes. 

Writing  this  has  been  heart  wrenching  for 
me.  I  am  constantly  re-evaluating  my 
involvement  in  the  NLC.  Currently  I  split  a 
seat  with  another  disabled  dyke  on  the  In¬ 
terim  Task  committee.  I  get  frustrated,  I 
want  to  leave,  I  hear  some  great  story  about 
a  dyke  producing  the  first  wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible,  ASL  interpreted  even  in  Remote 
Town,  USA  and  1  get  excited  and  re¬ 
committed.  I  work  with  women  on  the  In¬ 
terim  Committee  and  feel  love,  compassion, 
hope,  anger,  frustration  and  oppression 
within  the  same  breath.  My  own  illness  and 
disabilities  affect  how  I  can  be  a  part  of  this 
process.  Sometimes  I  have  more  stamina 
than  others.  My  friend  and  NLC  crip-cohort 
is  killed  by  a  bus  and  I  just  want  to  go  to 
bed,  read  a  trashy  novel,  and  stop  trying  to 
change  the  world.  The  the  first  piece  of 
literature  imprinted  with  “The  NLC  is  com¬ 
mitted  to  accessibility  for  all  lesbians  with 
disabilities,”  arrives  and  I  cry  and 
remember  how  hard  my  departed  friend 
Sara  fought  to  get  that  to  be  an  inherent  part 
of  whatever  the  NLC  does.  I  take  a  deep 
breath,  get  challenged  by  an  ally  to  write  this 
piece,  and  start  all  over  again. 

Ultimately,  the  opportunity  to  create  thi.s 
much  change  within  the  lesbian  and  larger 
communities  pushes  me  to  keep  on  keepin’ 
on.  This  is  a  worthwhile  process.  Lesbians 
are  listening  to  their  disabled  sisters.  There 
are  more  allies  here  than  anywhere  else  1 
have  found  in  my  16  years  of  activism. 

Please  join  us.  If  you  hvae  any  questions, 
input,  etc.,  regarding  lesbians  with 
disabilities,  then  you  can  contact  me:  Mary 
Frances  Platt,  16  Center  Street,  Suite  218. 
Northampton,  MA  01060,  (413)  323-5088. 
If  you  are  a  deaf  or  hearing-impaired  lesbian 
and  would  like  to  connect  with  the  Deaf  Les¬ 
bian  Caucus,  contact:  Julie  Nelson,  1651 
Lamont  St.  NW,  Apt  L-1,  Washington,  DC 
20010,  (202)  328-7547,  TTY  only. 


another  inmate.  They  said  they  will  not  pro¬ 
secute  unless  I  pass  a  polygraph  test. 

A  week  ago  I  went  to  Ohio  state  patrol 
headquarters  to  take  the  polygraph  test. 
However,  I  did  not  pass  or  fail  the  test.  It 
was  labeled  inconclusive. 

As  a  victim  I’m  having  trouble  dealing 
with  the  fears,  paranoia  and  hurt  caused 
from  this,  so  it  causes  my  body  to  react 
when  I  talk  about  what  happened  and  makes 
me  not  able  to  be  polygraphed  correctly. 

This  officer  is  still  working  in  the  same  in¬ 
stitution  and  other  officers  are  telling  me 
that  because  I  am  homosexual  that  makes 
the  authorities  think  I  was  willing  to  per¬ 
form  oral  sex.  That’s  just  like  saying  a 
woman  who  is  straight  wants  to  get  raped 
because  she  likes  guys! 

I’m  very  frustrated  about  this.  The  officer 
could  continue  to  do  these  things  by  in¬ 
timidating  others  with  the  powers  of  being  a 
correctional  officer. 

A  lot  of  inmates  that  are  being  raped, 
beaten,  extorted,  intimidated  and  robbed 
are  afraid  to  speak  up  against  inmates  and 
officers. 

Please  help  me  get  people  to  speak  up  by 
publishing  this  letter.  I  have  a  great  deal  of 
anxiety  and  fear  every  day,  not  knowing  if 
I’ll  be  abused  or  threatened.  If  I  get  some 
support  from  the  public,  it  may  be  a  beginn¬ 
ing  for  us  to  get  some  real  protection. 

Sincerely, 
Robin  Hayes 
149-270 

l-D-33,  Box  120,  SR  63 
H  Lebanon,  OH  45036 


Yours  in  solidarity, 
Edmund  Lyrtch 
Dublin,  Ireland 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  □  APRIL  1-7,  1990  □  PAGE  9 


Boston  activists  continue 
repeal  fight 

Five  more  groups  will  serve  on 
anti-referendum  steering  committee 


By  Joe  Cice 

BOSTON  —  Approximately  150  lesbians 
and  gay  men  from  across  Massachusetts 
gathered  March  24  at  the  Arlington  Street 
Church  here,  and  elected  five  more 
organizations  to  the  steering  committee  that 
will  play  a  leading  role  in  the  fight  to  win  a 
possible  referendum  on  the  gay  rights  law. 

The  five  groups  —  the  Boston  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  (BCBLG),  the 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Massachusetts,  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Labor  Activist  Network, 
Positive  Directions,  and  the  League  of 
Women  Voters  —  received  the  most  posi¬ 
tive  votes,  thereby  joining  six  organizations 
already  elected  to  the  committee  Feb.  24. 

Those  six  original  groups  were  Spring¬ 
field’s  Alliance  for  Equality,  the  Coalition 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights,  the 
Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political 
Alliance  (GBLGPA),  the  Massachusetts 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Political  Caucus,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Organization  for  Women,  and  the 
Worcester  County  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Alliance. 

In  an  effort  to  repeal  the  gay  rights  law. 
Family  First,  a  rightwing  organization,  col¬ 
lected  enough  signatures  to  call  for  a 
statewide  referendum  to  repeal  the  law.  The 
Massachusetts  Supreme  Judicial  Court  has 
yet  to  decide  on  the  constitutionality  of  such 
a  referendum.  Although  a  decision  is  not  ex¬ 
pected  for  months.  Attorney  General  James 
Shannon  has  ruled  that  a  referendum  on  the 
law  would  violate  the  state  constitution 
because  the  law  exempts  religious  groups. 

The  March  24  meeting  followed  two 
previous  gatherings  (seeGCN,  March  11-17, 
1990),  all  part  of  a  continuing  mobilization 
against  Family  First’s  efforts.  An  advisory 
committee  was  established  at  the  first 
meeting  consisting  of  an  unlimited  number 
of  organizations  and  individuals  (including 
Harvey  Milk  by  acclamation  vote),  but  the 
smaller  steering  committee  is  limited  in 
number. 

At  the  March  24  meeting,  a  majority  of  90 
voted  to  create  1 1  seats  on  the  steering  com¬ 
mittee,  a  victory  over  a  variety  of  proposals. 
The  steering  committee  comprises  one  rep¬ 
resentative  and  a  secondary  representative 
from  each  of  the  11  elected  organizations. 

At  least  three  issues  were  left  unresolved 
at  the  end  of  the  March  24  meeting:  the 
name  of  the  overall  campaign;  the  possible 
expansion  of  the  steering  committee;  and 
the  specific  relationship  —  beyond  a  general 
accountability  —  between  the  steering  and 
advisory  committees. 

Several  organizations  —  including  the 
Massachusetts  Lesbian  and  Gay  Associa¬ 
tion,  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance  Against 
Defamation,  the  National  Association  of 
Social  Workers,  the  American  Jewish  Con¬ 
gress,  the  Reproductive  Rights  Network, 
and  Citizens  for  Participation  in  Political 
Action  —  accepted  nominations  to  be  on  the 
steering  committee,  but  did  not  receive 
enough  votes. 

Just  prior  to  adjournment,  a  proposal 
was  defeated,  76-70,  to  consider  allowing 
one  organization  to  sit  on  the  steering  com¬ 
mittee  even  though  the  group  had  not 
received  enough  votes.  Kathy  Kaufmann,  a 
member  of  that  organization,  the  Cape  and 
Islands  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Issues  and  Concerns,  told  GCN,  “We  were 
disappointed.... If  an  organization  is  willing 
to  do  the  work,  they  shouldn’t  be 
excluded.” 

A  member  of  Parents  and  Friends  of  Les¬ 
bians  and  Gays  (P-FLAG)  declined  nomina¬ 
tion  for  her  group,  but  triggered  much  ap¬ 
plause  by  promising  that  P-FLAG  would 
work  vigorously  to  defeat  Family  First. 
Some  meeting  participants  unsuccessfully 
pushed  for  seats  on  the  steering  committee 
for  a  student  representative. 

David  LaFontaine,  lobbying  director  for 
the  Coalition,  said  he  was  dismayed  that  no 
student  representative  was  elected  to  the 
steering  committee.  “1  think  it’s  inap¬ 
propriate  for  straight-identified  organiza¬ 
tions  to  be  placed  on  the  steering  committee 
at  the  expense  of  gay  groups.”  he  told  GCN. 
LaFontaine  added  that  by  deciding  not  to 
give  the  Capie  and  Islands  group  a  seat  on 
the  steering  committee,  “we  violated  the 
mandate  of  a  previous  meeting  in  terms  of 
having  regional  representation.” 

“I  agree  with  pragmatism,  but  who 
decides  which  groups  arc  important  and 


which  are  not?”  added  the  Cape’s  Kauf¬ 
mann.  “In  an  attempt  to  include 
mainstream  organizations,  which  is  very  im¬ 
portant,  a  very  important  organization  was 
excluded,”  she  said.  Kaufmann  further 
pointed  out  that  “Sen.  William  Kirby  is  in 
our  area.  He  introduced  the  repeal  effort, 
and  we  are  his  constituency.”  Despite  being 
left  off  the  committee,  Kaufmann  said  that 
her  group  “will  continue  to  do  our  work 
here,  and  run  a  very  open,  out-of-the-closet 
campaign  about  who  we  are.” 

After  the  meeting,  Arline  Isaacson,  co¬ 
chair  of  the  Caucus,  told  GCN,  “We  have  a 
good  group  of  organizations  to  work 
together  to  create  a  campaign  structure  that 
allows  every  organization  and  individual  to 
play  a  role  in  the  campaign.” 

The  meeting  was  interrupted  for  a  short 
time  by  intense  applause  from  two  people 
after  a  third  person  said  that  lesbians  and 
gay  men  must  speak  for  themselves,  and  not 
depend  upon  other  important  straight- 
identified  organizations  “to  speak  for  us.” 
One  of  the  two,  French  Wall,  editor  of  The 
Guide,  told  GCN  before  the  meeting, 
“There  is  a  fundamental  philosophical  dif¬ 
ference.  Are  we  going  to  view  ourselves  as 
positive  with  something  to  contribute?  Or 
are  we  going  to  be  in  the  closet?”  Wall  also 
stated  that  more  diversity  was  needed  in  the 
campaign  leadership.  “Language  of  inclu¬ 
sion  has  to  mean  it,”  he  said. 

David  Johnson,  a  member  of  BCBLG, 
expressed  satisfaction  that  his  organization 
will  be  represented  on  the  steering  commit¬ 
tee.  After  BCBLG  was  elected,  Johnson 
told  GCN,  “I  do  not  see  how  they  could 
have  not  elected  someone  from  our  group. 
We  intend  to  do  more  than  give  the  steering 
committee  a  little  color.”  He  added  that 
“People  cannot  expect  because  I  am  Black 
to  handle  the  Black  issues.” 

When  asked  whether  he  was  excited  about 
the  campaign,  Johnson  replied,  “Are  you 
‘excited’  about  going  to  the  dentist?  I  don’t 
want  to  compare  the  campaign  to  going  to 
the  dentist,  but  I  do  think  that  both  are 
necessary.  I’m  doing  this  not  because  it  is 
fun.  I’m  doing  it  because  it’s  important  to 
participate,  and  because  we  as  Black  les¬ 
bians  and  gays  are  part  of  this  community.  I 
feel  commitment  and  determination,  not  ex¬ 
citement.” 

Jeff  Perotti,  travel  editor  at  The  Guide, 
expressed  concern  after  the  meeting  that  the 
campaign  be  “unapologetic,  and  not  based 
on  shame  or  hiding.”  That  the  top  vote  get¬ 
ters  at  the  March  24  meeting  were  not 
straight-identified  organizations  shows  the 
progress  made  on  this  front,  he  said.  Perotti 
told  GCN,  “I  hope  it  is  enough  for  a  highly 
visible,  highly  gay  campaign  that  involves 
educating  people  about  who  lesbian  and  gay 
people  are.”  □ 

Fund 

Continued  from  page  5 

said.  “But  to  do  this  in-house,  and  we  were 
told  that  we  were  responsible  to  do  this,  (is) 
incredibly  disrespectful. ..that  they  would 
ask  me  to  to  this  with  my  life,  and  with  my 
work  time,”  she  said. 

Staff  members  also  expressed  outrage  at 
the  sudden  dismissal  of  former  board 
member  and  acting  executive  director  Gary 
Henderson.  A  candidate  for  the  permanent 
position  of  executive  director,  Henderson 
told  GCN  that  following  the  Board’s  deci¬ 
sion  to  hire  Brading  he  was  asked  to  leave 
but  was  offered  two  weeks  of  severance  pay 
and  six  months  of  health  insurance 
coverage.  After  a  heated  verbal  exchange 
between  Henderson  and  the  Board  March 
23,  these  offers  were  retracted  and  he  was 
given  15  minutes  to  leave  the  premises,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Henderson.  Staff  members  were 
told  that  the  locks  on  all  of  the  building’s 
doors  would  be  changed  and.  according  to 
Pressley,  “within  minutes  there  were  three 
or  four  locksmiths  working  throughout  the 
building.  We  felt  we  were  being  treated  like 
criminals.”  Staff  and  volunteers  arc  cur¬ 
rently  let  in  and  out  of  the  building  by  a 
member  of  the  board. 

Steve  Thomas,  chair  of  the  Fund’s  annual 

Continued  on  page  M 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 
ADMIRAL'S  LANDING 
GUEST  HOUSE 
(OPEN  YR  RND) 

158  Bradford  St. 
Provincelown,  MA  02657 
(508)  487-9665  Brochure 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 

ACCOUNTINQtTAXES 

GORDON  E.  PARRY,  CPA 
Tax  Preparation  and 
Small  Business 
Consulting 
Boston,  So.  End: 

(617)  730-4103 
North  Shore: 
(617)631-3117 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)628-9547 

ALCOHOUDRUQ 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITINGTTAXES 
LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public 
Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)523-1060 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 
351  Broadway, 
Cambridge 
(617)  868-3392 
T,W,F,Sal  10-6  Th  12-8 
Repairs/Parts/Work¬ 
space 

BOOKKEEPING/TAXES 

SHADOW  BUSINESS 
SERVICES 

•Bookkeeping  'Payroll 
'Tax  Preparation 
Call  Bob  at 
(617)  292-6415 
BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK 
CLUB 
PO  Box  453 
South  Norwalk,  CT 
06856 

National  gay  &  lesbian 
book  club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 
Central  America, 

Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  522-1464 
CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts 
Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR  S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 
Commercial  & 
Residential 
Boston  and  Suburbia 
Upper  and  Lower 
Cape  Cod 

24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629  (10  Min. 
Response) 

Tel.  (508)  295^340 
Excellent  References 
I  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 

COMPUTERS 

HOSKEN  & 

ASSOCIATES 
Software.  Hardware 
Networks.  Trouble- 
Shooting,  Maintenance 
(817)  4458130  Anytime 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Malison.  UCSW 
Jayna  Klatzksr.  UCSW 
(506)4758950 


ARADIA  COUNSELING 


FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 

BACK  BAY 
COUNSELING 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 
1366  Beacon  St. 

Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
(617)739-7860 

COMMONWEALTH, 

INC. 

42  Pleasant  St. 
Arlington,  MA 
(617)646-3535 
Call  Dan  or  Meg 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 
1861/2  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-4488 

STEPHEN 

HARRINGTON, 

M.A. 

6  Bigelow  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians 
&  gay  men 

individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist 
psychotherapy 
collective 
240A  Elm  St., 

Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY, 

LICSW 

Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)2678525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HIV/ 
AIDS  issues,  gay/les- 
blan  sexuality 
ROHRBAUGH 
ASSOCIATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)8768110 
insurance  Accepted 
Fees  Negotiable 

SOUTH  END 
COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)437-9643 
TAPESTRY,  INC. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA 
(617)661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
6014  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02136 
(617)876-8438 

WOMEN'S 
COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 
DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD 

BANKHEAD 

DR.  PAUL  GROlPEN 

DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 

(617)364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  St. 

Boston.  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 
EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 
M.Ed. 

Anorexia,  Bulimia, 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  lor 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women. 

Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  492-7843 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Complimentary 

consultation 

Computer  electrology 

specialist 

Central  Square, 

Cambridge 

(617)  497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)338-5356 
Wed  -Sat.  108 

LINEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 
55  Dartmouth  St.  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete 
Aveda  Aromatherapy 
Hair.  Skincare  and 
Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sat.  9-5 
Wed -FrI.  9-9 
Walk-in  or  appt. 

247-0202 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service 

Psychotherapy. 
Bodywork.  Movement. 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)2668122  M  Th.  12-7 


'-kf?-' 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Havlland  St. 

Boston.  MA  02115 
(Medical  (Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic: 
267-7573)  and 
93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston.  MA02115 
(Mental  Health, 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-09(X)) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 
Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 
STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women 

Mon.  eves.:  free  anon., 
HIV  counseling  & 
testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  sensitive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  (617)  498-1660  for 
appt. 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 
M.D.,  PhD 
Child  and  Adult 
Psychiatry 

20  yrs.  serving  lesbians, 
gay  men  and  their 
children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 
A  gay  physician 
specializing  In 
health  care  for  the  gay 
&  lesbian  community 

WELLNESS  CENTER 
Comprehensive  six- 
week  residency  program 
for  HIV  positive 
asymptomatic 
Individuals. 
1-800-767-HEAL  (4325) 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bl-weekly, 
monthly  and  special 
occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INSURANCE 
J.J.  BODNER 
INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your 
Insurance  needs. 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  SI. 

PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 

MICKELSON 

8  Faneull  Hall 

Marketplace 

5th  FI.  Loft 

Boston,  MA 

(617)367-0414 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS 
GUILD 

Lawyers  Referral 
Service 
(617)227-7008 
M-F  1-5pm. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH 
CLUB 

Swedish,  Japanese, 
Esalen 

220  Huntington  Ave. 
(617)  262-1000,  X  298, 

M  Sal.,  12-7 

BETH  WALSH.  C  M  T. 
Sports  massage,  pain 
relief,  relaxation 
techniques. 
(617)623-7258. 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates 
Call  for  estimate 
(617)536-5569 
TERRI  SANDERS 
Specializing  In  the  Fine 
Restoration  of  Older 
Homes 

Intenor/Exterior 

Insured 

Call  (617)6618069 
for  Estimate 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

HIGGINS 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
Private  Studio, 

INarwick.  Rl 

$39  Special  8x10  Color 
Portraits  —  G&L's 
Preferred 

Call  Pat.  (401)461-3240 


RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  5248822 
REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Jay  Llttell,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St.  Jamaica 
Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)522-0020 

THE  PRUDENTIAL 
GIBSON  REAL  ESTATE 
654  Center  St- 
Jamalca  Plain.  MA 
02130 

(617)522-1115 
Trisha  Solio,  Janet 
Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  1 1 

Cambridge.  MA  02238 
Events  phone: 
(617)782-8894 

METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near 
Gov't.  Ctr.,  Sunday 
Worship  7  PM.  Open  to 
all.  A  church  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,  437-0420 

ST.  PAUL'S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass,  every  Sun. 

5:30  PM 

Serving  the  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Community 
UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST 
Congregation  at  the  1st 
Church  of  Roxbury  — 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  — 
(617)445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  & 
Dudley  Sts.,  Roxbury 
Crossing  T  stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)983-9530 
TTY-TTO  9529 
M-F  10-7,  Sa.  10-10, 

3u.  128 

TANNING 
THE  TAN  MAN 
418  West  Broadway 
S.  Boston,  MA 
(617)  268-0866 
plenty  of  free  parking 

TAXES  a  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)524-7565 

WOMEN'S 

INVESTMENT  LETTERS 
Advice  on  Stacks. 

Bonds,  and  more 
$120/year  letter  ($10 
copy) 

$150  course  ($15  first) 
Box  5015 

Cochltuate,  MA  01778 
WHOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
Acupuncture, 
Chiropractic,  Massage 
&  Polarity 
338  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA 
(617)267-0900 
TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482  2900 
T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirt  Printing 
PO  Box  405 
Rockport,  MA  01966 
(508)  546-7252 
TYPESETTING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  TYPESETTING 
SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)426-4469  or 
contact  WSyne: 

(617)  353-1925 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 
Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Mam  St. 

Gloucastar.  Mass 
(506)  283-7765 

WOMEN'S 

NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  —  A  Qub  for 
Women 
823  Mam  St 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
1617)497  7200 
we  PM-1  AM.  Th  4 
PM  2  AM.  F  4  PM-2  AM. 
Sat  9  PM  2  AM 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


Announcement 

The  Leather  Institute  of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Health  Conference 
which  will  be  held  on  July  I8th,  1990  10am  -  4:45pm,  in  Washington,  DC 
seeks  speakers  and  people  interested  in  helping  out.  Topics  for  workshops 

include: 

•  legal  issues  •  media  censorship  •  medical  issues  •  therapy  and  SM 

•  “coming  out”  as  a  leatherperson  in  the  professional  arena 

•  “advanced”  issues  for  tops  and  bottoms  in  play  and  relationships 

Interested  persons  contact: 

Beth  Brown,  MD 
c/o  Pat  Califia 
POB  14154 
SF,  Ca.  94114 


S&G 

SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 

126  STATE  STREET 

BOSTON,  MA  02109 
523-1060 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


COMPUTER  HELP 

•  software  •  hardware  •  networks 

•  maintenance  •  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating  small  business  practices 
and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control. 

We  are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give  your  needs 
personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty  years  of  computer  experience  and  over 
thirty-five  years  of  business  experience. 

IVe  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help  you  achieve  that  goal. 

Hosken  and  Associates 
Eight  Hillside  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02120 
JOHN  HOSKEN  (617)  445-8130 
FAX  (617)  442-6439 


Timothy  F.  Duffy,  Sheila  S.  Lewinger  and  Michael  P.  Mason 

are  pleased  to  announce  the  formation  of 

LEWINGER,  MASON,  &  DUFFY,  P.C. 

for  the  general  practice  of  law 

183  Whiting  Street,  Suite  25 
Hingham,  Massachusetts  02043 
(617)  740-1001  •  (508)  224-6060 

•  Family  Law  •  Estate  Administration  •  Civil  Litigation 
•  Personal  Injury  •  •  Bankruptcy  •  Commercial /Residential  Transactions 


Whaf  s  so  funny? 

Certainly  not  the  budget  cuts  that  have  reduced  arts 
funding  for  events  like  the  Women  in  Theater  Festival. 
But  Reno  and  her  pals  started  this  year’s  smaller 
celebration  with  a  laugh-filled  benefit  night  of  comedy. 


Deb  Margolin 

What’s  So  Funny?  A  benefit  for  the  Women  In 
Theater  festival.  At  the  Majestic  Theater,  Boston, 
March  18. 

By  Monica  Hileman 

pening  night  for  this  year’s  scaled- 
down  Women  In  Theater  Festival 
was  a  fundraiser  night  of  comedy 
featuring  Deb  Margolin,  the  Terrorist 
Bridesmaids  (Susan  McGinnis,  Helene  Lan- 
try,  Dorothy  Dwyer  and  Betsy  Salkind),  and 
Reno.  The  Bridesmaids,  dressed  in 
sneakers,  second-hand  dresses  and  black 
leather  jackets,  warmed  up  the  crowd  with 
quick  stand-up  turns  at  the  mike.  Betsy 
Salkind  got  big  laughs  with  her  announce¬ 
ment,  “I’m  getting  an  abortion.”  She  didn’t 
need  one  (an  abortion,  that  is)  but  wanted  to 
be  able  to  exercise  that  right  before  it  gets 
taken  away. 

The  Bridesmaids  are  an  unassuming  local 
act  with  the  feel  of  a  night  out  with  the  girls. 
They  might  be  goofing  off  at  a  party  in 
someone’s  basement,  or  hanging  out  on  a 
street  corner  talking  about  dumb  T.V. 
shows,  old  cars,  or  men  and  their  fanatical 
devotion  to  the  hometown  team.  I  would 
have  been  happier  if  they  hadn’t  opted  for  a 
game  show  format  for  the  group  improvisa¬ 
tion  part  of  the  program  (and  happier  still  if 
one  of  the  contestants  hadn’t  been  a  slush- 
brain  alcoholic),  but  hey,  it  turned  out  all 
right.  The  Bridesmaids  have  a  strong  follow¬ 
ing,  evidenced  by  the  rousing  audience  par¬ 
ticipation  when  asked  to  join  in  “singing” 
the  theme  song  to  Jeopardy. 

If  you  happened  to  catch  Split  Britches  at 
the  Women  in  Theater  Festival  in  past  years, 
then  you  have  a  taste  of  Deb  Margolin’s 
brand  of  goofy,  intellectual  humor;  intellec¬ 
tual  in  that  it  is  driven  by  ideas  and  concepts 
more  than  situations  and  one-liners. 
Margolin  began  with  a  skit  in  which  she 
plays  a  waitress  sweeping  the  floor  of  a  cof¬ 
fee  shop.  She  keeps  getting  interrupted  by 
would-be  customers  trying  to  order  lunch. 
“No,  I  won’t  serve  that,”  she  tells  one.  “No 
vegetable,  no  fiber,  that’s  disgusting.”  To 
another:  “That’s  the  same  thing  you  had 
yesterday... call  me  back  when  you  get  an 
idea.”  All  the  while  she’s  talking  to  an  in¬ 
visible  co-worker  about  going  to  the  theater 
with  a  man  in  a  tuxedo  to  see  a  play  by 
Samuel  Beckett.  She’s  not  sure  the  play 
makes  sense  until  she  realizes  that  the  people 
sitting  in  the  theater  watching  it  have  each 
paid  $50  “for  no  reason.” 

Margolin  breaks  with  the  sketch  and 
directly  addresses  the  audience,  babbling 
coherently  about  language  and  the  visceral 
need  to  communicate.  “You’ve  got  some 
terrible  emergency,  1  don’t  know,  maybe 
you  were  born  with  it... how  are  you  going  to 
scream  for  help?”  You’ve  heard  of  the 
world  in  a  grain  of  sand?  Margolin  brings  us 
the  human  condition  in  an  errant  phone 
message  that  winds  up  on  her  anwering 
machine.  The  message  appears  to  be  a  bot¬ 
ched  attempt  at  communication  between  the 
lawyers  for  a  divorced  (or  separated)  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Lehrer  concerning  an  alleged  mix- 
up  with  an  insurance  payment.  The  message 
is  itself  a  mix-up,  since  the  caller  left  it  on 
the  wrong  machine,  and  Margolin  has  a 
field  day  with  what  most  people  would  have 


Reno 


bleeeeped  past.  She  plays  the  convoluted 
message  for  us  in  segments,  pointing  out 
phrasing,  choice  of  words  (“This  is  where 
we  get  to  what  I  call  the  Watergate  part  of 
the  message.”),  tonal  nuances,  textural 
change  in  the  voice,  and  symbolism. 
Margolin  is  a  literate  nut  case  who  makes  us 
listen  to  the  world  through  her  ears.  A  friend 
had  cautioned  her  that  she  might  not  be  able 
to  make  her  obsession  with  the  phone 
message  “compelling  or  theatrically 
viable,”  but  Margolin  did  it,  making  it 
creative  and  funny  as  well. 

Reno,  enjoying  her  recent  exposure  on 
cable’s  Home  Box  Office,  was  the  evening’s 
headliner.  She  has  an  energetic,  unrestrain¬ 
ed  physical  presence  that  is  immediately 
engaging.  Appropriately  her  first  bit  was 
about  bras  —  how  she  can’t  stand  them. 
She  burned  hers  a  long  time  ago;  and  it 
wasn’t  so  that  24-year-old  women  today 
could  wear  power  suits  and  cash  in  on  the 
stock  market. 

Much  of  Reno’s  monologue  comes  from 
the  streets  of  New  Yawk  (“In  the  vanguard 
of  the  destruction  of  the  universe”),  where 
homeless  people  and  Yuppies  cross  paths 
and  ice  cream  parlors  spring  up  overnight. 
She’s  blown  and  buffeted  about  the  stage  by 
the  outlandishness  of  what  she  sees  around 
her:  the  emptiness  and  commercialization  of 
the  culture,  the  growing  gap  between  rich 
and  poor,  and  the  soullessness  of  the  WASP 
suburbia  where  she  spent  her  childhood. 
Reno,  who  is  “unmistakenly  Hispanic,” 
was  abandoned  by  her  mother  and  fated  as 
an  adopted  child  to  spend  her  formative 
years  in  an  insular,  middle-class 
neighborhood  where  everything  was  ter¬ 
minally  “nice.” 

Interestingly,  she  talked  about  sex  and 
homosexuality  with  vague  allusions  to  her 
own  sexual  preference,  or  lack  of  it.  (At  one 
point,  though,  she  does  mention  “kissing 
his  fingers.”)  For  me,  the  act  bogged  down 
with  jokes  about  nouvelle  cuisine  and  co¬ 
dependency,  and  was  funniest  when  Reno 
was  at  her  most  daring:  talking  about 
obscene  gestures  (how  they’re  male- 
oriented;  the  unflattering  names  given  to  the 
female  genitalia),  and  penises  (how  she 
wouldn’t  mind  having  one,  not  that  she’d 
use  it  a  lot,  just  when  she  wanted  to  be  taken 
seriously.)  Reno  has  great  delivery  and 
charm,  and  we’re  sure  to  be  seeing  more  of 
her. 

Other  festival  events 

Compared  with  past  years,  which  includ¬ 
ed  many  more  acts  from  across  the  country 
and  other  parts  of  the  world  and  several 
workshops  and  panels,  this  Women  in 
Theater  Festival  is  a  product  of  more  austere 
times.  Here’s  a  quick  run  down  of  some  of 
the  highlights  of  what’s  coming  up: 

April  5:  Growing  up  Queer  in  America,  a 
tragicomic  “tour  through  one  woman’s  ver¬ 
sion  of  Dante’s  Inferno.”  Written  and  per¬ 
formed  by  Chris  Clinque. 

April  6:  A  double  bill:  Malady  of  Death,  a 
“haunting  tale  by  Marguerite  Duras  of  a 
woman’s  encounter  with  a  man  who  cannot 
love,”  performed  by  Rosemary  Quinn  and 
Tina  Shepard  from  The  Talking  Band;  with 

Continued  on  page  1 3 
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The  Temple’  is  familiar 

Artist  Ingrid  Sell’s  new  sculpture  connects  on  a 
spiritual  level 


AN  IMPORTANT  MESSAGE 
TO  OUR  READERS 


Temple'  by  Ingrid  Sell 


Temple,  a  sculpture  by  Ingrid  Sell.  Hayden  Library, 
courtyard.  Memorial  Drive,  Cambridge.  Mon.-Fri. 
9am-5pm.  Through  April  6,  1990. 


“T 


By  Wickie  Stamps 

emple”  is  a  modified  Native 
American  sweatlodge,  created  by 
lesbian  multi-media  artist  Ingrid 
Sell.  It  seems  to  have  been  beamed  into  the 
midst  of  the  Star  Wars-like  confines  of  the 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology 
humbly  squatting  in  one  of  their  winter- 
ravaged  courtyards.  Five  feet  in  diameter 
and  a  shade  above  knee  high,  the  center  of 
the  fragile  white  canvass  structure  is  filled 
with  objects  that  embody  the  artist’s 
spirituality:  an  incense  burner,  a  subtly 
flickering  red  lantern  crowned  with  a  gold 
cross,  stones  sitting  in  a  bowl  of  saltwater  ' 
and  a  pot  of  unbudded  daffodils.  The 
sounds  of  drums,  heart  beats  and  ocean 
rhythms  whisper  of  its  walls.  , 

“Temple”  resonates  with  risk.  For  Ingrid 
Sell,  it  is  a  piece  that  not  only  ventures  into 
the  unexplored  artistic  terrains  of  sound, 
stone  and  architecture,  but  is  her  doorway 
back  from  an  eight-year  artistic  hiatus.  Her 
theme  in  “Temple”  —  women’s  spirituality 
—  is  equally  daring  for  it  peels  open  Sell’s 
deeply  private  spiritual  life.  Given  the 
feminist  critique  that  Caucasian  women 


have  appropriated  the  culture  of  women  of 
color.  Sell’s  use  —  as  a  Caucasian  woman  — 
of  Native  American  symbolism  as  an  in¬ 
tegral  part  of  her  own  spirituality,  is  quite 
daring. 

But  daring  pervades  Sell’s  life.  As  a 
motorcyclist,  she  lives  on  edges.  Her 
catapult  into  spiritualism  was  actually  ig¬ 
nited  by  another  risk  taker  —  a  fellow 
woman  motorcyclist  who,  at  the  hands  of  a 
careless  driver,  lost  a  teg. 

“Temple”  also  prods  us,  as  viewers,  to 
toss  aside  both  our  passive  spectators’ 
shawl,  and  our  pragmatic  attitudes  and  —  in 
full  view  of  an  oft-cynical  world  —  crawl  in¬ 
to  our  inner  selves. 

The  shortcomings  of  “Temple”  —  expos¬ 
ed  electrical  tape  on  various  objects,  a  poor¬ 
ly  hidden  sound  system,  and  rain  smudged 
instructions  —  don’t  detract  from  the  im¬ 
pact  of  “Temple”  but  accentuate  the  artist’s 
adventurous  trek  into  new  media  and  — 
perhaps  more  importantly  —  challenges  us 
to  follow  the  artist  into  a  place  beyond  the 
eye. 

So,  in  honor  of  Oestar  (the  Wiccan  celebra¬ 
tion  of  Spring  Equinox),  if  you’re  in  the  area 
stop  by  this  anachronism,  take  off  your 
muddy  shoes  and  enter  into  a  place  that 
quivers  with  the  slightest  gust  but  stands 
firmly  in  opposition  to  the  current  crush  of 
pragmatism.  □ 


GCN  wishes  that  growing  expenses  and  things  to  be  repaired  would  go  away  — 
but  they  won’t.  It  has  been  four  years  since  GCN  last  raised  subscription  rates, 
but  overhead  costs  for  production,  printing,  and  postage  all  continue  to  rise. 

So,  starting  May  1st,  1990,  we  must  raise  our  subscription  rates.  We  hate  to 
make  this  decision,  but  it  is  the  only  way  to  keep  GCN  coming  to  you  each 
week  without  sacrificing  the  quality  you  have  come  to  expect. 


That’s  the  bad  news. 


le  10  expeui.  ^ 


But  here’s  the  good  news:  if  you  subscribe  or  renew  your 
subscription  to  GCN  before  May  1,  1990,  you  can  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  our  old  rates  —  and  save  over  46  percent  off  the  new 

newsstand  price. 

Your  friends  can  benefit,  too.  If  you  subscribe  or  renew  at  our  old 
rates  for  two  years  or  more  before  May  1,  1990,  we’ll  give  your  friend 
SIX  WEEKS  OF  GCN  FREE!  That’s  six  weeks  of  the  nation’s  leading 
lesbian  and  gay  newsweekly  free. 


Prisons 

Continued  from  page  5 


critical  reports  include:  the  Commission  of 
Corrections,  the  New  York  Bar  Association, 
and  the  Governor’s  AIDS  Advisory  Coun¬ 
cil. 

Potler  told  GCN  one  of  the  major  prob¬ 
lems  with  the  state’s  failure  to  deliver  ade¬ 
quate  health  care  to  prisoners  is  its  lack  of 
funding  for  necessary  programs.  Some 
prisoners’  rights  advocates  were  encouraged 
last  summer  when  Cuomo  named  Robert 
Greifinger,  a  physician,  as  the  prison 
system’s  first  chief  medical  officer.  But 
despite  the  perception  of  Greifinger  as  a 
qualified  physician  and  health  care  ad¬ 
ministrator,  the  governor  has  not  backed 
the  position  with  funding,  according  to 
Potler  and  others.  In  response  to  a  request 
for  a  $48  million  increa.se  in  this  year’ 
medical  budget  from  the  Department  ci 
Correctional  Services,  Cuomo’s  budget  pro 
posed  to  add  a  mere  $2.4  million. 

The  suit,  claiming  Cuomo’s  budget  is  tens 
of  millions  of  dollars  short,  seeks  an  injunc¬ 
tion  to  improve  the  medical  care  deliveiy 
system.  It  also  seeks  to  remedy  the  areas  of 
education  and  prevention,  mental  health 
services,  and  boost  confidentiality  and 
privacy  protections,  according  to  Legal  Aid 
Society  attorney  William  Rold. 

“It’s  a  shame  that  it’s  had  to  come  to 
this,”  said  Potler,  “because  it’s  going  to 
cost  the  state  money  to  defend  itsell  in  the 
suit.”  She  further  criticized  Cuomo  for  call¬ 
ing  for  funding  to  increase  prison  capacity 
instead  of  spending  the  money  to  improve 
health  care  and  drug  recovery  programs. 
She  said  Cuomo’s  call  for  8,000  more 


the  state  $30,000  per  prisoner  per  year. 
Because  many  of  those  imprisoned  are  there 
because  of  drug  addiction,  according  to 
Potler,  the  new  spaces  are  “for  people  who 
don’t  need  to  be  incarcerated.”  She  com¬ 
pared  the  $30,0(X)  per  year  cost  with  $14,(XX) 
per  year  for  individuals  in  drug  rehabilita¬ 
tion  residence  programs,  and  $5,0(X)  per 
year  for  outpatient  programs. 

Spokespeople  at  both  the  governor  and 
state  attorney  general’s  offices  had  no  com¬ 
ment  on  the  lawsuit,  as  GCA  went  to  press. 

The  New  York  case  is  one  of  several 
challenging  the  inadequate  medical  care 
provided  to  prisoners  with  AIDS.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  other  cases  involving  state  prison 
systems,  a  case  pending  in  Florida 
challenges  the  federal  prison  system.  In  that 
case,  the  prisoner,  Leonard  Gomez,  was 
released  on  bail  when  a  judge  ruled  that  the 
U.S.  Bureau  of  Prisons  failed  to  provide 
him  with  adequate  medical  treatment.  (See 
GCN,  Dec.  24,  1989.)  Gomez  is  currently  out 
on  bail  and  receiving  medical  care,  and  his 
case  is  scheduled  to  go  to  trial  in  May. 

Judy  Greenspan  of  the  National  Prison 
Project  of  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  (ACLU)  told  GCN  that  the  New 
York  State  case  is  important  because  there 
are  so  many  prisoners  with  AIDS  and  HIV 
in  the  state.  New  York  has  by  far  the  largest 
number  of  prisoners  with  .AIDS,  and  instead 
of  being  “a  model”  for  other  prison 
systems,  according  to  Greenspan,  the  New 
York  prisons’  AIDS  wards  are  “basically 
sort  of  pre-morgue  type  conditions.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 


bedspaces  in  New  York  prisons  would  cost 
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So  what  are  you  waiting  for? 

Get  the  very  best  for  your  money  —  act  now! 


Yes!  Please  begin/ renew  my  subscription  to  GCA  at  the  old  rates  right  away: 
Name _ 


Address  _ 
City _ 


State_ 


Zip_ 


NEW  SUBSCRIPTION  □  RENEWAL  O 

□  1  am  interested  in  GCN’s  Sustainer  Program  (pledging  $120/ year  or  more). 

□  I  am  donating  $ _ toward  a  free  subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner. 

Enelosed  is  my  cheek  or  money  order  to  GCN  for  $ _ 


Mail  to  GCN  Subscriptions,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 


□ 

1  year  (49  issues) . 

pr 

$33 

□ 

1  year,  institution . 

$40 

□ 

2  years  (98  issues) . 

. S(>< 

156 

□ 

3  years  (147  issues) . 

J69< 

$79 

□ 

6  months  (25  issues) . 

$20 

□ 

6  months,  low  income . 

pr 

$12 

Enclosed  is  my  check  to  GCN  for  a  2  year  or  3  year  subscription.  Please  send  my  friend 
six  weeks  of  GCN  absolutely  free.  My  friend’s  name  is: 


Name _ 

Address . 
City _ 


State, 


Zip, 
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Caff  now  for  LIVE  AGION^ 


1»900»999»8500 

_ Just  75C  a  minute 


(SI  .50  lor  1st  min.) 

Hear  Hot  Messages  &  leave  answer  in 
privacy  on  our  new  Electronic  Mail  Box! 

1  -900-234-2345 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


^REVOLUTIONARY  ACTS! 


1  v 

'  MUSICAL  AND  THEATRICAL  PRODUCTIONS  //, 


presents 


An  evening  of  comedy  with 

KATE  CLINTON 


with  Bobbi  Carmitchell 

Sunday,  May  6  r 

4:00  &  7:30  pm 

^  Emerson  Majestic  Theater 

219  Tremont  St.,  Boston 

Tickets;  $15.50  plus  .50  restoration  fee 
(all  seats  reserved) 


photo  by  Susan  Wilson 


Tickets  at:  Wood  &  Strings  (credit  cards  by  phone:  617/641-2131),  Sandy's  Music,  Arborway 

Video,  Out-ot-Town,  all  Ticketron  outlets,  ConcertCharge  and  Teletron.  ga 

By  Mail:  Check  or  MC/VISA/AMEX  and  SASE  to  % 

Revolutionary  Acts! ,  P.O.  Box  606,  Cambridge,  MA  02238 

FOR  FURTHER  INFO:  617/661-1252 


1*550*WOiy 


BOSTON’S  ONLY  LESBIAN  1  ON  1  LINE 


Massachusetts  General  Hospital 


AIDS  CLINICAL 
TRIALS  UNIT 

Are  you  interested  in 
investigational  drug  trials? 

Our  outpatient  clinic 
currently  has  trials  of: 

•  Recombinant  Soluble  CD  4  (rsCD4) 
•  Dideoxyinosine  (ddl) 

•  N-Butyl  DNJ 
•  Acyclovir  *  AZT 


For  information,  please  call  726-5596 


Womencrafts 

■V  Across  the  street 


"Out  of  the  Alley  and  onto  the  Street" 
Our  New  Home  376  Commercial  St. 
(comer/Pearl)  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
508^87-2501 
Still  Your  One  Stop  for 
Jewelry,  Books,  Music  &  More  ! 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 

Brussels . $165  OW 

Amsterdam . $180  OW 

Budapest . $289  OW 

Warsaw . $309  OW 

Hong  Kong . $440  OW 

Santiago . $466  OW 


Please  call  us  at  482-2900  for  the 
lowest  current  int’l  and  domestic 
fares. 

All  fares  are  one  way  based  on  a 
round  trip.  Subject  to 
availability,  tax  not  included. 

FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


Women  in  Theater 


Continued  from  page  1 1 

English  performing  artist  Bobby  Baker’s 
Drawing  on  Mother’s  Experience. 

April  7:  A  matinee  in  which  Rhodessa 
Jones  presents  Big  Butt  Girls,  Hard-Headed 
Women,  a  work  in  progress.  Followed  by  a 
panel  discussion  on  women  in  prison. 

That  night  a  double  bill  featureing  Pearl 
Cleage  of  the  Just  Us  Theater  Company  in 
Clearing  the  Heart,  a  multi-media  show  that 
speaks  to  Black  women  and  to  everyone  of 
liberation  from  old  myths.  With  Sally’s 
Rape,  a  journey  back  in  time  to  a  Georgia 
plantation,  performed  by  Robbie  McCauley 
and  Jeanne  Hutchins. 

April  8:  afternoon  performances  of  Ain’t 
No  Man  That  Moon  Down  Yet,  based  on 
the  lives  of  two  women  inmates  before  they 
went  to  prison.  Presented  by  Cultural  Im¬ 
ages  Group  with  Tracie  McGuinness  and 
Lisa  Odell. 

That  night  a  double  bill  featuring  Pearl 
women’s  dance  troupe  with  former 
members  of  the  Wallflower  Order. 

The  festival  closes  April  13  and  14  with  a 
two-night  engagement  of  the  musical  group 
LadyGourd  Sangoma,  who  play  music 
drawn  from  Afro-Caribbean  roots. 

For  more  information  on  the  festival’s 
programs,  call  524-4576.  For  dates,  times 
and  locations  of  the  performances,  see  the 
Calendar.  □ 

Helms 


Continued  from  page  7 

Helms,  the  campaign  also  hopes  to 
capitalize  on  other  sources  of  anti-Helms 
sentiment.  For  example,  many  North 
Carolinians  would  be  hard  pressed  to  say 
what  Helms  has  done  for  them  lately,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Carter.  “He’s  so  busy  with  the 
queers,  and  blocking  funding  for  the  NEA 
[National  Endowment  for  the  Arts],  and 
Central  America,  that  people  don’t  see  him 
doing  very  much  for  North  Carolina.” 

A  recent  poll  revealed  that  43  percent  of 
voters  oppose  Helms,  said  Carter,  who  add¬ 
ed  that  she  thinks  his  support  base  is  eroding 
as  well.  The  tobacco  and  textile  industries 
are  losing  clout,  she  said,  as  well  as  the 
scandal-ridden  Christian  Right  —  all  tradi¬ 
tional  backers  of  Helms.  In  fact,  three 
quarters  of  the  $4  million  Helms  has  already 
raised  for  his  re-election  bid  have  come  from 
contributors  outside  North  Carolina. 

North  Carolina  Senate  Vote  ’90  will  en¬ 
dorse  the  winner  of  the  May  8  Democratic 
primary,  no  matter  who  gets  the  nod.  The 
candidate  the  group  would  most  like  to  .see 
win  is  Harvey  Gantt,  the  former  two-term 
mayor  of  Charlotte  who  hopes  to  be  the  first 
Black  Democrat  to  be  elected  to  the  U.S. 
Senate.  Carter  said  that  while  none  of  the 
Democratic  candidates  have  publicly 
courted  the  gay  vote,  Gantt  was  “in  touch 
with  the  gay  community”  while  campaign¬ 
ing  for  mayor  of  Charlotte. 

While  stirring  up  anti-Helms  sentiment 
within  North  Carolina,  Senate  Vote  ’90  also 
hopes  to  mobilize  the  support  of  the 
senator’s  opponents  outside  the  state  as 
well.  Once  the  PAG  receives  official 
recognition  from  the  Federal  Elections 
Commission,  it  will  begin  massive  fundrais¬ 
ing  efforts  nation-wide.  In  addition, 
transplanted  North  Carolinians  —  of  all  sex¬ 
ual  preferences  —  are  invited  to  return  home 
for  a  June  30  state-wide  Pride  March,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Carter. 

The  campaign  plans  to  build  momentum 
through  the  summer,  adding  regional  and 
local  staff  positions  as  funding  allows.  The 
Stop-Helms  effort  will  culminate  with  a  huge 
statewide  march  and  rally  Oct.  6  in  Raleigh, 
the  state  capital. 

Carter  said  response  to  the  campaign  so 
far  has  been  “almost  too  overwhelming,” 
given  the  lack  of  paid  staff.  She  added  that 
although  the  phone  keeps  ringing  off  the 
hook  with  offers  of  support  for  the 
organization,  “we  probably  won’t  know 
how  effective  our  campaign  is  going  until 
[Helms]  actually  comes  out  against  us.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 

Note:  North  Carolina  Senate  Vote  ’90  can¬ 
not  legally  accept  contributions  until  it 
receives  federal  approval,  which  is  pending. 
To  find  out  about  contribution  guidelines, 
or  for  more  information  about  the  effort  to 
defeat  Helms,  write  to  N.C.  Senate  Vote 
’90,  604  W.  Chapel  Hilt  St.,  Durham,  NC 
27701;  or  call  (919)  683-6374. 
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Fund 
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campaign,  said  that  Henderson  was  “rather 
irrational”  when  his  dismissal  was  announc¬ 
ed.  Thomas  also  said  that  Brading  is  at  ease 
with  homosexuality.  “He’s  not  a  novice  at 
this.  He  wouldn’t  have  applied  for  the  job  if 
he  didn’t  feel  comfortable  with  the  topic,” 
he  said.  But  Henderson  countered,  “I  think 
it’s  outrageous... to  say  there  is  no  qualified 
gay  or  lesbian  person  to  take  that  position. 
We’re  supposed  to  be  fighting  people  like 
Je.sse  Helms  and  the  Supreme  Court.  In¬ 
stead,  we’re  having  to  fight  for  rights  in  our 
own  community.  I  can’t  work  with  a  group 
of  people  like  that  —  it’s  too  painful.” 

According  to  staff  members,  changing  the 
locks  is  a  Board  maneuver  first  used  last 
December  following  the  controversial 
dismissal  of  Sherrie  Cohen.  Cohen  held  the 
post  of  executive  director  for  three  and  a 
half  years  before  a  legal  incident  involving  a 
staff  member  sparked  a  conflict  with  the 
Board  and  she  was  asked  to  resign.  Approx¬ 
imately  14  staff  members  quit  or  were  fired 
over  the  incident.  Although  staff  members 
declined  to  go  into  the  specifics  of  these  in¬ 
cidents,  saying  that  they  were  reluctant  to 
damage  the  Fund’s  credibility,  some 
speculated  that  the  circumstances  around 
Cohen’s  departure  held  the  seeds  of  a  “reac¬ 
tionary”  impulse  that  led  the  Board  to  select 
Brading. 

“We  have  so  few  national  lesbian  and  gay 
organizations,”  Cohen  told  GCN,  “that  1 
don’t  think  it’s  appropriate  for  any  of  them 
to  be  headed  by  a  non-gay  or  -lesbian  in¬ 
dividual. 

“We  need  to  build  leadership,”  she  said, 
“within  our  own  community  and  empower 
our  community.  There’s  lots  of  room  for 
allies  for  non-gay  people  to  speak  up,  to 
work  against  anti-gay  bigotry.  Someone 
who  is  truly  committed  to  the  movement  and 
working  for  gay  and  lesbian  rights  would  be 
respectful  enough  not  to  take  the  position  in 
the  face  of  mounting  community 
resistance.” 

Although  a  Board  member  told  GCN  that 
the  Fund  has  been  missing  a  strong  focus, 
Thomas  denied  the  relevance  of  that  issue. 
The  decision  to  hire  Brading,  he  said,  il¬ 
lustrates  only  that  “the  most  qualified  can¬ 
didate  happened  to  be  heterosexual.” 

Board  members  said  that  the  position  was 
advertised  in  a  number  of  mainstream 
publications,  including  The  New  York 
Times,  The  Boston  Globe,  The  Washington 
Post,  and  in  non-profit  community  job 
listings.  They  also  said  that  the  job  was 
adverti.sed  in  the  gay  and  lesbian  press,  but 
they  could  not  recall  the  specific  publica¬ 
tions.  Staff  members  said  that  no  gay/les¬ 
bian  publications  carried  the  ad.  Tony 
Graham,  the  Board  member  who  placed  the 
ads,  would  not  comment  on  that  process. 

Founded  in  1974,  the  Fund  for  Human 
Dignity  became  an  independent  organiza¬ 
tion  when  it  split  from  the  National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task  Force  (NGLTF)  in  1985.  Once 
NGLTF’s  fundraising  vehicle,  the  Fund  is 
now  seen  as  its  educational  arm,  although 
the  two  groups  no  longer  have  formal  ties. 
Among  other  projects,  the  Fund  runs  a 
“Positive  Images”  campaign  to  educate  the 
public  about  gay  and  lesbian  issues,  gives 
grants  to  gay  and  lesbian  artists,  and  is  cur¬ 
rently  coordinating  the  first  national  gay 
and  lesbian  writers  conference  on  the  East 
Coast. 

The  Fund’s  Crisis  Line  continues  to 
operate  full  time  (7  a.m.  to  10  p.m.  7  days  a 
week)  at  1-800-SOS-GAYS.  The  staff  con¬ 
tinues  to  worry  and  stand  by  their  press 
release,  although  some  say  not  all  volunteers 
support  the  statement.  Caschetta  said  that 
there  is  a  strong  feeling  of  unity  among  the 
staff  and  volunteers.  “We’re  tully  aware 
that  most  of  us  will  be  fired,  and  the 
volunteers  are  prepared  to  leave  in  solidarity 
with  the  staff,”  she  said. 

“1  don’t  make  a  profession  out  of  being  a 
lesbian,”  countered  the  Board’s  Podolsky. 
“I  don’t  believe  it  [sexual  orientation)  is  that 
important,”  she  said,  adding,  “Some  of  the 
[staff  response)  seems  to  me  to  come  out  of 
youth.  It  reminds  me  of  the  civil  rights 
movement  with  southern  Blacks  resenting 
so-called  white  liberals  coming  down  to  the 
South.” 

Bashings 

Continued  from  page  7 

Robert  Harrington,  the  detective  assigned  to 
the  cases. 

“Some  of  the  men  may  not  want  to 
disclose  information  to  the  officer  who 
responds  to  a  call,  but  they  can  make  a  con¬ 
fidential  report  to  Bobby  Harrington.  He’s 
someone  that  people  can  trust,”  said 


Devaney. 

Some  community  activists  do  not  believe 
that  the  police  are  doing  all  that  can  be 
done.  At  a  Feb.  9  meeting  with  Police 
Superintendent  Joseph  Carter,  a  group  of  activists  I 
discussed  ongoing  problems  with  the  police 
department.  According  to  Cathcart,  people 
who  attended  the  meeting  questioned  why 
the  police  have  not  committed  more 
resources  to  the  investigation  and  why  the 
position  of  the  police  liaison  to  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  has  remained  open  for  the  last  two 
years.  “Even  when  there  is  so  much  violence 
against  people  going  on  in  the  city,”  said 
Cathcart,  “1  don’t  know  if  enough  attention 
is  being  paid.  1  do  think  more  could  be  done.” 

Boston  Police  said  that  all  available 
resources  have  been  committed  to  the  in¬ 
vestigation  and  cited  car  patrols  as  an  exam¬ 
ple.  According  to  Devaney,  police  cars 
cruise  back  and  forth  through  the  Victory 
Garden  area  of  the  park.  “There  are  patrols 
there  though  the  night.  We  don’t  have  the 
resources  to  put  foot  patrols  in  the  park.  We 
need  them  where  people  are  living.  We  have 
them  in  the  housing  developments,  in  Villa 
Victoria,  in  very  populated  areas  with  big 
crime  and  drug  problems.  We  have  a  large 
area  we  have  to  cover,”  he  said,  adding, 
“Detective  Harrington  is  the  top  in¬ 
vestigator  here  at  the  station.” 

According  to  Gary  Dotterman,  an  aide  to 
openly  gay  City  Councilor  David  Scondras, 
one  of  the  problems  with  the  investigation  is 
Harrington’s  case  overload.  “1  can’t  blame 
the  detective,  he’s  got  a  full  case  load  on  top 
of  this,”  said  Dotterman.  “He  should  be  on 
this  exclusively.  It’s  got  to  be  a  priority.” 

Last  summer,  a  gay  community  task  force 
was  established  to  respond  to  the  attacks  in 
the  Fens.  While  the  task  force  itself  dis¬ 
banded  in  the  fall,  because  no  new  attacks 
were  reported,  a  number  of  community 
groups  have  mobilized  again.  For  instance, 
Dan  Pitcher  of  ACT  UP/Boston  said  that 
members  of  that  group,  calling  themselves 
the  Rubber  Fairies,  have  been  distributing 
whistles  and  condoms  late  on  Saturday 
nights  throughout  the  winter. 

StreetSAFE,  a  neighborhood  group  of 
the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  has 
been  patrolling  the  area  around  the  park  on 
foot,  and  members  are  currently  offering  a 
training  for  new  volunteers.  StreetSAFE 
and  Fenway’s  Victim  Recovery  Program 
jointly  funded  and  designed  a  poster  cam¬ 
paign  advising  people  in  the  Fens  area  about 
safety  precautions. 

The  poster  urges  people  to  think  carefully 
about  being  alone  in  or  near  the  park,  and 
warns  that  it  is  particularly  dangerous  to  be 
intoxicated.  It  advises  people  who  are  alone 
to  carry  whistles,  and  urges  people  in  the 
Fens  to  respond  to  the  sound  of  a  whistle  by 
gathering  others  and  making  noise. 

In  addition,  StreetSAFE  and  Fenway  held 
a  meeting  March  24  at  the  Ramrod,  a  gay 
bar  near  the  Fens,  to  inform  the  community 
about  the  attacks  and  discuss  responses. 
Ann  Sanders,  Mayor  Ray  Flynn’s  liaison  to 
the  gay  community,  and  Gary  Dotterman 
were  also  present.  Meeting  participants 
called  for  lighting  on  the  Fens  sidewalks  and 
asked  for  a  pay  phone  or  an  emergency 
phone  in  the  park.  According  to  Dotterman, 
both  Scondras’  and  Ann  Sanders’  offices 
agreed  to  pressure  the  Parks  and  Recreation 
Department  to  fulfill  these  requests. 

These  safety  measures  are  important,  said 
Dotterman,  because  the  danger  itself  is  not 
going  to  keep  people  away.  “Unless  they  put 
an  army  of  people  in  there,  and  a  barbed 
wire  fence  around  it,”  he  said,  “people  are 
going  to  go  there  to  play.” 
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HEALING  SERVICE 

FOR  ALL  AFFECTED  BY  AIDS 
Tuesday,  April  10  7:30  p.m. 


For  persons  with  AIDS 

For  their  families  and  friends 

For  those  in  the  healing  professions 

For  those  who  are  afratd  and  angry 

For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 

For  all  who  seek  God's  healing  power 

Prayers /Laying  orr  of  hands 
Homily:  Dr.  William  Brunken 
Chair,  AIDS  Task  Force, 

Episcopal  Diocese  of  Massachusetts 
Music  by  the  Cathedral  Choir 
Free-will  offering/ Reception 
Park  Street  MBTA  stop 
ASL  interpreted 
Information:  (617)  482-5800 


THE  CATHEDRAL  CHURCH  OF  ST.  PAUL 


138  Tremont  Street  •  Boston 

Cosponsored  by  the  Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS  •  (617)  628-7663 


SPRING  YOUR  BODY  INTO  HEALTH! 


This  spring  give  your  body  a  well  deserved  treat. 
Enjoy  the  benefits  of 

ACUPUNCTURE  •  POLARITY 
MASSAGE  •  CHIROPRACTIC 


SPRING  RELAXATION  SPECIAL 

receive  one  session  of  any  modality  and  then  receive 
a  25%  discount  on  your  next  session  of  equal  length 
offer  good  from  March  21st  -  April  21st 


What  an  opportunity  to  splurge  on  yourself  or  someone  you  love.  Work  out 
those  tired  muscles,  give  your  immune  system  a  boost,  but  most  of  all, 
delight  in  the  Spring  warmth  of  relaxation. 

Wholistic  Health  Services 
FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 
267-0900 


WHERE  CAN  YOU  FIND 


I  I  I 


INDIGO  at  NIGHTSTAGE 

Thurs.  April  12 
DESERT  HEARTS 
Special  Guest 
KSENIA  MACK 
8PM 
$6.00 

Save  your  ticket  stub 
for  $2.50  off  the 
SANDY  MARTIN  Tribute  to 
Patsy  Cline  late  show 
(11  pm)  Fri.  August  13 


Sat.  April  14 
JANE  SIBERRY 
7:30PM 
$12.50 


Sun.  May  6 
LAUGH  TILL  YOU  DROP 
Women’s  Comedy  Competition 
$6.00 


Sun.  May  20 
INDIGO 

1ST  ANNIVERSARY 
JAM  PARTY 
4  -  8PM 


FREE  MOVIES? 
CONVERSATION? 

HOT  DOGS? 
DANCING? 


INDIGO 

WEDNESDAY 

...and  visit  us  Thurs.  &  Fri.  after  work. 


C^IG 

IN  THE  GALLERY 

LISA  SETTE& 

JANET  KYLE 

INDIGO  Where  'Women  Meet  Women 


B23  Mam  Street.  CamDp.dge.  MA  02  1  33  [6 ’"7)497  7200 


Nancy  F.W.  PaMmorc 
Editor  6i  Publiaher  ,  ^ 


€ 

^  LUNA  PRESS  % 

Box  511,  Kenmore  Station  & 
Boston,  MA  02215  OSA  ^ 
North  America  w 
(617)  427-9846  # 


c> 


,<%  THE  LUNAR  CALENDAR. 
(^DEDICATED  TO  THE  GODDESS 
Dn  HER  MANY  GUISES. 


Massage  Therapy  Works! 


To  relieve  pains  and  discomfort 
To  give  you  the  most 
relaxing  hour  you  can  imagine 
To  make  you  better  at 
your  favorite  sports 
To  give  as  a  gift 
any  time  for  any  reason 

1  have  eight  years  experience 
doing  healing  work  with  all 
kinds  of  women. 

MAY  I  HELP 
YOU  TOO? 


Call  Beth  Walsh 
at  623-7258 
for  cietails  and  apt. 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

In»uranc0 
for  all  your  noods 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll  free  1-800-339-2006 


Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For 


KLtschoourS. 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUFLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.LC.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


posters,  graphics,  paintings 


237  Broadway,  Hanover  MA 

826-3118 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617*266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


4. 


When  Parents  Are  HI 

The  burden  falls  on  you,  and 
you’re  not  ready.  Not  ready 
to  provide  more  care.  Not 
ready  for  more  responsibili¬ 
ties.  Not  ready  to  imagine 
their  death. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


THE 

BEAN 

GOOSE 

Sunapee  Region 
New  Hampshire 
(603)  456-3144 


Ski  X  anij  Slope 
Private  Baths 
Swimming  Pool 
Tavern  Room 
Jacuzzi 


The  Bean  Goose  (ben  goos)  1,  a  bed  and  breakfast 
inn  offering  country  charm.  2,  a  vacation  or 
weekend  retreat  In  lake  and  mountain  region.  3, 
elegant  linens,  antiques  and  gourmet  breakfasts.. 

MasterCard  &  VISA 
hours  from  Boston 
Innkeepers  Jan  &  Leslie 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 


CC 


S9 


STOP  SMOKING 
SUPPORT  GROUP 

meeting  every  Friday  night 
B:00pm  —  7:00pm 

Ha-varti  Community  Health  Plan 
147  Milk  Street.  3rd  Root 
Boston.  Massachusetts 


‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  □  APRIL  1-7,  1990  □  PAGE  15 


H-ing  out  with  someone  you  care  about. 

With  “voice  personals"  from  Gay  Selections, 
you  can  meet  other  gay  men  who  share  your  lifestyle 
and  live  m  New  En^rxJ. 

Simply  call  Cay  Selections  and  listen  to  a  dozen  or 
more  personal  messages  from  a  diverse  selection  of  gay 
men,  then  resporvi  to  those  messages  that  interest  you. 


1-900-370-2266 

St.vV  p«r  nviuKv. 


siiuivnms 


W.'*® 

•  0*X4*'%e*  j 


$1.45/inin.  More  Info:  (305)  565-4455,  Ext.  3235 


D\M  GUYS  ARE  WAITING! 


V  f>- 


Your  Calli , 
Brings  Klwf  ^ 
All  This  Actioni 


Live 


Action  1-900-999-l\/IANN 


Call  Free  121  31  61  7-0753 


2  6  6 

OKparnwv 


RSMIs  WAY  &  xmCASLE  (XMAAIfriE0COMCCT10MW^t><eJ6'~7'.  -  CAtllRS  yUST  BE  II  rflS  06  OLOER 


voice 


Mai 


Box 


75 


cts 


per 


MANNHUNT  -  Hot  one  -on-one  Action 
TALKE  LIVE -with  up  to  8  hot  men 

r 

B  IfUITCH  •For  the  men  of  your  choice 

kcom  •  your  private  voice  Mail  Box 

mraivt  -  Messages  other  callers 
'  hav4  left  in  your  Mail  Box 

_  i 

HEAR  •  Messages  other  callers  have 
left  on  our  Message  Center 


MATE 

narAttf  meaningful  Relationship 

1-900-820-8017 

min.  1.50  first  min. 


.1 


*1 


LH3^1-900-IjOVE-MEN 
1-900-999-31 310??^  i 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ERSONALS 

GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
»  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addressed  to  GCN  ^xes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

SM 

Boston-based  bear  novice  looking  to  expand  experience 
and  push  limits.  Interested  top  men  looking  for  self- 
contained  scenes  with  eager,  late-20s  SM  dabbler,  please 
respond  to  GCN  Box  358. _ (38) 

BOSTON  QUALITY  WOMEN 

BQW,  a  recently  formed  variegated  group  of  100  quality 
women,  is  recruiting  intelligent,  attractive,  feminine, 
stable,  professional  women  to  socialize  with  us  in  a 
variety  of  fun  settings.  Send  name,  address,  phone  no. 
for  info.  GCN  Box  387. _ 0]) 

TOMMY 

I’m  waiting  —  as  are  my  rings  and  chain.  Miss  W.  (36) 

FENS  ATTACKS!! 

Since  January,  1990  at  least  8  men  have  been  brutally  at¬ 
tacked  in  the  Fens  neighborhood  both  in  and  around  the 
park.  Don’t  walk  alone!  Anyone  with  information  to 
help  in  the  investigation  should  contact  Detective  Har¬ 
rington  at  Area  D  at  247-4683  or  the  Fenway  Communi¬ 
ty  Health  Center’s  Victim  Recovery  Program  (VRP)  at 
267-0900.  Confidentiality  assured  with  VRP. _ (40) 

GAY  &  ALONE? 

ComQuesi  offers  an  inexpensive  computer  matching 
service  for  gay  men.  There  is  no  need  to  be  alone!  Call  for 
a  free  information  packet  I -800-633-6969  anytime.  (45) 

WOMEN!!!! 

Finally,  a  women’s  dating  service.  Owned  and  operated 
exclusively  by  women  for  women.  Now  in  the  New 
England  area,  call  today:  Sapphire  Dreams, 
1-800-244-9298.  0») 

SOLO  SEX:  ADVANCED  TECHNIQUES  FOR  MEN 
Learn  to  have  Multiple  Orgasms,  Psychic  Orgasms 
(without  physical  stimulation).  Maximum  Intensity  and 
Potency,  Altered  Sexual  States.  Physical,  mental  health 
through  ecstatic  self-pleasuring.  No  book  like  it  —  ever,  by 
recognized  authority.  Detailed  instructions,  illustra¬ 
tions,  208  pages.  $16.95  to  TECHNIQUES,  3932-C  Air- 
port  Blvd.,  Suite  123-GCN,  Mobile,  Al.  36608.  (38) 

INTELLIGENT  STUD 

WM  53  5’11  chunky  smooth  good  looking  seeks  steady 
greek -active  lover  companion  18-33  with  good  mind  and 
body  to  share  bed,  home,  life.  No  reciprocation.  No 
drugs.  BMC,  Box  2817,  Boston,  MA  02101 _ (38) 

Gay  fern,  21  waitress,  Spanish/Euro.  Lite  brown  eyes, 
short  auburn  hair.  Slim,  petite,  feminine,  quiet.  Live 
very  simple  rural  desert.  Welcome  friendship,  prefer 
older  dyke  —  sensitive,  mind  of  her  own,  patient  can 
laugh  at  herself,  easy  to  talk  to.  No  flash  or  head  games. 
Also  need  un-wanted  trade,  civil,  G.E.D.  test  books,  les¬ 
bian,  feminist  books,  magazines,  especially  self-help,  in¬ 
cest  recovery  for  incarcerated  lesbians.  DES,  P.O.  Box 
742,  Lancaster,  CA  93534 _ (37) 

LWF,  40,  non-smoker,  wants  to  meet  other  LFs  who  en¬ 
joy  outdoors,  pets,  quiet,  music,  no  drugs.  New  Bed¬ 
ford.  GCN  Box  388.  _ (^) 


KEEP  IT  COMING! 

Looking  for  some  hot,  hard  and  hunky  fun  or  a  lusty 
lost  weekend  at  the  beach?  Realize  your  fantasies  —  and 
more  —  by  placing  a  personal  ad  in  GCN.  GCN  per¬ 
sonals  are  a  fast,  private  and  effective  way  to  meet  peo¬ 
ple  who  share  your  taste  for  adventure  and  Understand 
that  a  little  imagination  goes  a  long  way. 


NNOUNCEMENTS 

SOLO  SEX  ADVANCED  TECHNIQUES  FOR  MEN 

Leant  to  have  Multiple  Orgasms,  Psychic  Orgasms  (without 
physical  stimulation).  Maximum  Intensity  and  Potency, 
Altered  Sexual  States.  Phsyical,  mental  liealth  through  ecstatic 
sdf-pkasuring.  No  book  like  it  —  ever,  by  recognized  authority. 
Detaikxl  instructions,  illustrations,  208  pages.  $16.95  to 
TECHNIQUES.  3932-C  Airport  Blvd.,  Suite  123-GCN. 
Mobile.  Al.  36608. _ (38) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  For  info  and  support  call  HAWC,  (508)  744-6841 
(voice  24  hours.  I  I  V  9-5). _ (18.1) 

GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn  about  the 
exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and  meet  the 
fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please  call  Jennie  or 
Laura  at  GCN,  426-4469.  _ 


SERVICES 

ACCOMODATION  ADDRESSES 

Business  or  Personal  mail  received,  held,  forwarded. 
Privacy,  security,  convenience.  PPS/N,  P.O.  Box  91, 
Milton,  MA  02186,  1-800-248-2875.  (43) 


PERSONAL- HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  •Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  lADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  There.se  A.  Young 
Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 

My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  nxjr*  room!  |ust  keep  wnung  on  z  septate  sheet  ol  piper  it  i  cost  o!  25*  per  word  (ISt  per  word  (or  business  ids) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25® 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35®  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 

Special  heading 
(D  Flamer  (S3.00x . 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x_ 


My  cstefory  it: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  O  RESORTS 
D  FOR  SALE  D  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $ _ 

.  number  of  runs)  $ _ 


Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  Ion'Ll  $_ 

□  21-30consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  S. 

31  -h  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  S  . 
I’m  going  to  subscribe  now .  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  S  . 

Box  service 


•Deadline;  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

$ 

Name 

Z  Forwarding  box.  S6  for  6  weeks 

$ 

Subscriptions 

Address 

□  1  want  to  subscribe! 

US:  $33  .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

$ 

City 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 

State 

inches  x  $  1 5 

$ 

Phone  (_ 

Zip. 


Total  S 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 

Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  antj  shoulider 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain. 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC 
BUT  RUNS  ON  YOUR  IBM  AT 
OR  COMPATIBLE 
“Bookkeeping  By  Design” 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  un(jer  MS  Wfndows  (included) 

•  With  A/P.  A/R,  G/L  Payroll.  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  for  any  period 
•  Installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  introductory  Price;  $595 
Demo  Disk:  $10  VISA.  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  445-8130 


GREAT  BUSINESS  OPPORTUNITY 


PRID^^RODdCTS. 

Well  established  Gay  and  Lesbian 
pride  jewelry  and  accessories  com¬ 
pany  needs  distributors  to  exhibit 
product  at  Gay  Pride  festivals  in 
their  respective  areas.  Distributors  in 
key  geographical  areas  needed  for 
sales  in  bookstores,  giftshops, 
gay /lesbian  events,  etc.  On/y  the 
serious  entrepreneur  need  apply! 

Call  or  write: 

Pride  Products 
3449  Orchid  Trail 
Calabasas,  California  91302 

Tel:  (818)  710-9292 
Fax:  (818)  716-6276 


AIDS  ACTION  COMMITTEE 

OF  MASSACHUSETTS,  INC. 


AIDS  ACTION  is  a  non-profit  corporation 
committed  to  combating  the  epidemic  ol 
AIDS  and  to  meeting  the  needs  of  affected 
people  through  service,  education,  advocacy 
ana  outreach.  Wt  currently  are  seeking  an 
individual  for  the  following  opportunity: 

OFFICE  SERVICES 
COORDINATOR 

Reporting  directly  to  the  Office  Services 
Manager,  this  individual  will  be  responsible 
for  maintaining  a  high  quality  and  efficient 
work  environment  for  AAC  employees  and 
volunteers  by  managing  the  front  desk, 
switchboard,  mail  room  and  volunteer 
workflow.  A  BA/BS  plus  2  years'  supervisory 
experience  with  volunteer  work  groups,  or 
4-5  years'  relevant  experience  is  required. 
Excellent  interpersonal,  communication, 
negotiation,  and  organization  skills  are 
necessary;  word  processing  and  computer 
experience  is  a  plus. 

All  positions  at  the  AIDS  ACTION  Committee 
require  individuals  who  are  sensiliw  to 
and  aware  of  the  issues  affecting  people 
with  AIDS/ARC.  The  ability  to  interact 
effectively  and  patiently  with  people  in 
stressful  situations  is  most  important. 

Qualified  candidates  should  please  send  a 
resume  with  cover  letter  to:  AIDS  ACTION 
COMMITTEE,  Professional  Recruitment, 

131  Clarendon  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 
An  equal  opportunity  employer.  Women 
and  people  of  color  encouraged  to  apply. 


JOHN  GRAVES 

Ph  D. 

U  Years  of  Gay  Affirmative 
^  ^  Counseling  for  the 

Community 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON  M A  022  15 

1 

Youth  Counselor/ AIDS 
Educator 

for  Hispanic  agency.  BA  or  BS  in  Social 
Work  or  Education  plus  two  years  of 
experience  in  counseling,  particularly 
youth.  Spanish/English,  Bilingual/bicultural. 

Resume  to  Robert  Meek 

Director  of  Human  Services 

405  Shawmut  Avenue 

Boston,  MA  02118 

GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 

NEW  LOCATION; 

581  BOYLSTON  STREET 

4lh  ELOOR 

BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 

_  - 

serving  the  gay /lesbian  community  since  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  • 
Women's  Health  •  HIV  Education  & 
Testing  •  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  • 
Substance  Abuse  Treatment  Program  • 
Acupuncture  Detoxification  • 
Alternative  Insemination  • 

.  Victim  Recovery  Program  •  Polarity  • 
Massage  •  Acupuncture  •  Chiropractic  • 
Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Helpline:  267-9001  tty /voice 
M-Th6-llPMand  Fri&Sun  6  -  8:30  PM 

medical  •  business: 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  267-7573 
counseling  •  research  •education: 

93  Mass  Ave^  Boston  •  267-09(X) 
substance  abuse  treatment  program: 

332  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  250 
wholistic  health  services: 

338  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  252 

For  s  a  l  i 

SELLING  IT? 

If  you’re  looking  to  sell  your  house,  your  car  — 
whatever  —  start  with  a  GCN  classified  ad.  This  is  a 
low-cost,  highly  effective  way  to  reach  the  thousands  of 
people  who  read  GCN  each  week ! 

Ever  buy  a  piece  of  exercise  equipment  in  the  hopes  that 
you  would  use  it?  1  did.  Now  I'm  moving  and  1  have  this 
really  nice  weight  bench  that’s  almost  never  been  used. 
New  it  cost  $250  but  I’m  letting  it  go  for  $100  or  best 
offer.  Not  interested?  How  about  an  amazing  hammock 
stand  from  L.L.  Bean.  Only  $25!  Call  Jennie  at 
426-4469  (d)  or  524-1390  (eves). 

GREAT  HOUSE! 

GREAT  NEIGHBORHOOD 

2-family,  5  &  6,  all  new  electric,  heating  systems,  tile 
bathrooms,  kitchen  floors,  skylights,  fence,  outside 
paint,  and  more.  Corner  lot,  organic  gardens,  many 
bulbs,  flowering  shrubs.  Som/Camb  line,  6  min  walk  to 
Davis  Square  "T.”  Established  multi-cultural 
neighborhood.  Asking  $239,000.  Open  to  reasonable  of¬ 
fers.  Anxious  to  sell.  Call  (617)  776-5866  now!  (39) 

Help  wanted 

LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  care  attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  named  Beaver.  No  ex¬ 
perience  necessary  but  must  have  a  driver’s  license  and 
be  responsible,  mature  and  energetic.  Live-in  gets  free 
rent  plus  $215/wk.  Weekdays  5-lOpm  $177/wk. 
Weekends  $180.  Call  731-6228.  (38) 

DIRECT  SERVICE  ADVOCATE 
needed  for  feminist  shelter  for  battered  women  and  their 
children.  Experience  in  advocating  for  legal,  welfare  and 
housing  needs.  Commitment  to  women’s  issues  and 
organizational  skills  a  must.  Women  of  color,  lesbians 
and  former  battered  women  are  encouraged  to  apply.  32 
hr/wk,  $22k  plus  excellent  benefits.  Send  resumes  to 
TRANSITION  HOUSE  HIRING  COMMITTEE,  P.O. 
BOX  530,  CAMBRIDGE,  MA  02238.  Deadline  April 
30,  1990.  (37) 

TELL  THEM  YOU  SAW  IT  IN  GCN! 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Gc/V  SPECIALS  \a  cations 


Practically  complete  set  of  GCN’s  from  Vol.  2  (1974) 
on,  available  for  use  in  archive  or  library  setting.  FREE 
for  the  picking  up  or  mail  cost.  Call  Mike  at  426-4469. 

1R.OOMMATE  WANTED 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  "Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


l.F  for  Large  Antique  Colonial  House  in  Groton. 
Washer/Drycr,  Fireplace;  Yard,  Hdwood  Firs.  On 
Commuter  Rail,  Convenient  to  all  areas.  Drug/alcohol 
free  home.  Moderate  smoker  okay.  $400/mo.  (508) 
448-2289 

_ (JJ) 

S  DYKES  IN  jP 

Collective  lesbian  household  .seeks  LF  over  25  to  share 
irrcverance  fashion  intervention  and  apple  pancakes. 
Feminists  vegetarians  activists.  Spacious  home  near 
green  and  orange  Ts,  pond  and  great  ice  cream.  Rent  a 
mere  241.67-plus.  All  this  and  more.  Call  Today: 
524-0821. _ (^) 

LF  42  seeks  LF  30-plus  for  beautiful  J.P.  apt.  Trees, 
porches,  warm,  friendly,  politi,  spiritual,  fun,  non- 
smok,  cats,  near  Arboretum,  T.  $3 16-plus,  March  or 
later.  Tusi,  524-1812. _ (T?) 

LF  non-smoker  renting  single  furnished  bedroom,  parlor,  shared 
kitchen,  bath,  laundry.  $32S  includes  all.  Pets  in  home.  No 
drugs.  Security.  (501)  W7-3I3S.  New  Bedford. _ (37) 

GREAT  COOP  HOUSE  SEEKS  3  FIM, 
any  age,  race,  affectional  preference.  Move  in  date  flexi¬ 
ble  but  prefer  by  6/1.  8  bedroom  beautiful  spacious 
house  and  garden.  Now  4F/4M  ages  31-57.  Share 
chores,  vegetarian  meals,  house  meetings.  Nonsmoking. 
For  10  years  we’ve  lived  safely  and  harmoniously  in 
Uphams  Corner,  Dorchester.  Near  T.  $250  plus  $50 
utils.  265-7479. _ (37) 

SMOKE-FREE  LF  FOR  CAMBIBELMONT 
Cozy  2  BR  apt  nice  neighborhood.  Near  T,  parking. 
Laundry  in  building.  Rent  $300  incl  heat,  hw.  No  pets, 
sorry.  Call  864-4314.  Leave  message. _ (37) 

THERE'S  NO  PLACE  LIKE  HOME 
Progressive  coop  home  near  Central  Square  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  seeks  funky  and  irreverant  housemate.  Semi-veg. 
No  cigs  or  cats.  Flex  move  in  date.  $375  includes  all. 
864-1466. _ 

INMAN  SQ/CAMBRIDGE 

LF  plus  two  cats  .seek  warm,  independent  28-plus  GM  or 
LF.  Spacious  6  room,  sunny  apt  with  fireplace  and 
porch;  near  T.  $4(X)-plus.  Short  term  or  part  time 
welcome.  No  smoking,  drugs,  or  more  pets  please. 
868-1553. _ (38) 

SOMERVILLE  TEELE  SQ. 

LF  26-plus  wanted  for  spacious  sun-Tillcd  5rm  apt. 
Quiet,  close  to  public  trans.  Please,  no  smoke,  pels  or 
drugs.  Call  628-32 1 6,  leave  message.  $250-plus.  (38) 

JAMAICA  PUIN 

Latino  GM.  38,  looking  for  roommate  to  share  small 
2bdrm  apart,  $385,  dost  to  T.  You  preferably  African- 
American  or  Latino  but  not  a  must.  Call  after  7pm  (617) 
983-0959 _ (38) 

3LF  wanted  to  share  4  bed  house  with  1  LF.  Large  yard, 
security  system,  driveway  parking.  No  pets.  W  &  D.  Call 
329-1073  in  Dedham. _ (38) 

H 

NY  SUBLET 

I'm  kxsking  for  a  summer  sublet  or  hoasesit  in  Manhattan  or 
Brooklyn.  W  ixild  prefer  sludk)  apt  or  other  solo  situation  but 
very  flcMble.  Call  Fli^ibelh  (617)  5151-1390. _ (^ 

\pARTMENTS 

INCREDIBLE! 

2  bt.  5' ;  nxuns.  Dusts  Square,  5  min  walk  to  "T"!  No  lease. 
Onl}  $5.V).  Call  I  ynne  776-5866  or  Cheryl  66frt>K)3.  (.39) 

APARTMENT  FOR  RENT 

IXxehestcr,  Fiekls  Comer,  near  T.  Ikxir  bedrooms,  natural 
wiKxl,  high  ceilings,  on-.qreet  parking.  Stsundproofed  recor¬ 
ding  ixxxn  m  ba'cment.  $900  mo  without  utilities.  .329-77U0 
OtlH  (dasN).  696- .19.36  (ese.). _ (^ 

Apt  fix  Rent  ..Northshore...PKsf  1  csxiplc  or  single.. .In-Law 
Apt  on  I'l  A.  one  Bdrm.  I jvmgivxxn' Dining  .Area, 
kitc-hen. ..Includes  all  utikltcs  aixl  cable.. . r^FOtlV  NK).  Cal 

_ _ tp 

SHORT  TERfVPART  TIME 

Need  a  Dexible  sauation?  GF  37  ofTetx  apt  to  mature,  quiet 
GL  M.  Harsaid  mexbcal  area  CVwe  to  trams  Please  cal 
■kC-<wt3  or  tatse  message _ 

PROVINCETOWN  CONDO 

londo.  w-end.  parking.  LBR  furnished,  kitch.  bath, 
C  ATV,  two  queen  beds  May  15  to  Sept  15.  $6.sl00  or 
July  IQ  Aug  ,  $6.Uk>  Can  Don,  (617)42641290  (361 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross  country  trails  then  unwind 
in  our  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling  fire.  With  19 
charming  rooms,  100  scenic  acres,  yummy  breakfasts 
and  inexpensive,  uncrowded  downhill  skiing  nearby, 
we’re  your  perfect  vacation  choice!  Great  mid-week  dis¬ 
counts.  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  II8G.  Bethle¬ 
hem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Inn- 
keepers. _ (A2) 

A  place  to  stay  in  historic  Santa  Fe  charming  adobe 
guesthouse  hideaway  equipped  cozy  fireplace.  Week¬ 
end,  weekly,  monthly  rates.  (505)  982-6815.  (39) 


GAY  MEN  OF  AA  -  FIRST  HAND 

Accounts.  New  release!  $12.95  plus  $1 .30  S  &  H.  27  per¬ 
sonal  recovery  stories.  The  Other  Publishing  Company, 
P.O.  Box  2151,  Dept  21,  San  Diego,  CA  92112.  Write 
for  free  catalog  of  recovery  material. _ (38) 

North  Bi  Northwest,  an  exciting  feminist  newsletter  of¬ 
fering  insightful  analysis  of  bisexual  issues.  $IO/year. 
North  Bi  Northwest,  PO  Box  30645,  Greenwood  Sta- 
tion,  Seattle,  WA  98103-0645.  (206)  783-7987,  (38) 

SOLO  SEX:  ADVANCED  TECHNIQUES  FOR  MEN 
Learn  to  have  Multiple  Orgasms,  Psychic  Orgasms 
(without  physical  stimulation),  Maximum  Intensity  and 
Potency,  Altered  Sexual  States.  Physical,  mental  health 
through  ecstatic  self-pleasuring.  No  book  like  it  —  ever,  by 
recognized  authority.  Detailed  instructions,  illustra¬ 
tions,  208  pages.  $16.95  to  TECHNIQUES,  3932-C  Air- 
porl  Blvd.,  Suite  123-GCN,  Mobile.  Al.  36608.  (38) 

BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  94114. _ 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110. _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge.  M A  02139. _ (16.33) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (18.35) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  sub.scription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt.  Morris,  IL  61054.  (17.36) 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 


INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  I9Y3  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  denlisls.  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  orgaw/alions. 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
iherapisis.  travel  agents,  eic  .  etc  .  etc  (area  codes 
and  Yip  codes  loo') 

USA  &  CANADA  S10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  S4  50:  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  S4  50:  Alabama.  Arkansas  N  &  S 
Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky.  Louisiana. 
Mississippi  Missouri  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma  Puerto 
Rico  Tennessee  Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4  50;  Connecticul  Delaware. 
Disiricl  ot  Columbia  Maine  Maryland  Massachusells. 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island  Ver¬ 
mont  W  Virginia 

Renaissance  House  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120  All  books  discreetly  by  lirsi  class 
mail  your  name  kepi  siricliy  contidenlial  To  list  a 
business  or  organization  or  lor  lurlher  inlormalion  send 
stamped  sell-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  tor  prices  outside  the  USA  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books.  598  Yonge  St  .  Toronto.  Ontario 
MAY  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  lor  prices) 


Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels' 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 


l  ively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/1 1  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  2423 
18th  St.  NW.  Washington.  DC  20009 _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,"  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  is-sucs  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827.  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  Betion.  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $28  year  sub-  $6  single  issue.  O.N 
OUR  B.AC'KS.  526  Castro.  San  Francisco.  C.A  94114 
(ex) _ 

WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

roonthl>  rr>tcvk  of  current  feminist  wnting.  ^oce  1983. 
Our  renders  span  the  U.S..  Caiuda.  and  abroad. 
SubscnpiKMis;  SI5  U.S..  SI8  Canada.  S25  msiitutKwiv 
Free  sample  on  request  THE  WOMENS  REVIEV^. 
N^dlesies  Women’^  Research  Center.  NNellseley,  MA 
02181. _ {^) 
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BLACK/OUT 

Special  lOth  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  I  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  M I  482 1 9.  _ (ex) 


Q 


RGANIZATIONS 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA.  94114. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info. _ (15.32) 

MANfBOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York,  NY 
10018  _ (7) 


OVERS 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU«5522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
_ Very  careful  movers  641-1234 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip¬ 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 

ALL  AMERICAN  &  ELM  ST.  MOVING 

Local  or  long  distance  moving.  Your  belongings  handled 
with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount.  322-7373, 
242-0772. _ 06) 

ALL  AMERICAN  &  ELM  ST.  MOVING 
Local  or  Long  Distance  Moving.  Your  belongings 
handled  with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount. 
322-7343, 242-0772.  _ 
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Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 
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IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 

WORK  FOR  JUSTICE 


BOOKS  FOR  WOMEN! 

I  We  are  an  anti-authoritarian  workers  collective 
land  we  offer  FREE  books  to  women  in  prison. 
I  We  also  accept  donations  of  books  or  money 
from  non-prisoners.  Write:  Books  For  Prisoners, 
I  Left  Bank  Books,  Box  A,  92  Pike  St,  Seattle  WA 
[98101. 


URGENT  ACTION  !!  The  UrgenI 
Action  Network  of  Amnesty  Interna- 
^tional  consists  of  people  from  every 
gwaik  of  life  — including  prisoners — 
|who  agree  to  be  on  call  to  write  letters 
■on  behalf  of  prisoners  in  urgent  situa- 
Stions.  For  more  info  write:  Urgent  Ac- 
■tion  Network,  Amnesty  Int.,  Box 

I  POST-CONVICTION  REMEDIES:  A  Self-Help 

I  Manual  by  Dan  Manville,  is  now  ready  and  is  available  to 
g  prisoners  for  $16.50.  Outlines  procedures  for  challenging 
|g  your  conviction.  Packed  with  info  on  your  rights,  from  the 
“  first  encounter  with  the  cops  on  thru  to  the  typical  judicial 
appelate  process.  Send  to:  Ckeana  Press,  75  Main  St,  Dobbs 
F^,  NY  10522. 


FREE  to  Lesbian  Prisoners 


GM,  28,  looking  for  a  pen  friend.  I’m 
goodlooking  and  good  natured  and  would  like 
to  correspond  with  someone  with  a  sen.se  of 
humor  and  or  a  dirty  mind.  Peter 
COCKSHUTTE,  E00197,  250-1-SU,  PO  Box  9,!| 
Avenal  CA  93204.  _ 

I  am  looking  for  a  TV-TS  that  is  interested  in 
marriage.  I’m  getting  out  this  year  and  need  a 
place  to  go  and  somewhere  to  work.  I  want  to 
settle  down  and  start  a  new  life.  I’m  in  here  for 
interstate  theft  of  cars  (really  stupid!).  I’m  41, 
and  have  several  tatoos.  I  smoke  and  drink  a  lit¬ 
tle,  but  can’t  be  around  someone  with  drugs.  i 
Thank  you  for  your  help.  James  REDMOND, 
03277-045,  Rt  2  Box  9000,  Safford  AZ  85546. 

I  am  29  yrs  old.  Black  and  at  present  I  don’t 
have  a  Personal  Friendship  who  I  could  com 
municate  with  becau.se  it’s  difficult  to  consider 
friendship  into  you  life  in  such  a  negative  en¬ 
vironment  as  prison.  So  I  am  seeking  Real 
friendships  from  society.  So  please  be  real 
about  yourself.  Stephen  THOMPSON,  86C 
1263  (E-3-14),  135  State  St,  Box  618,  Auburn 
NY  13022. 


Common  Lives/Lesbian  Lives 

PO  Box  1553,  Iowa  City  lA  52244 

Reclaiming 

Box  14404,  San  Francisco  CA  94114 

■  Sinister  Wisdom 

Box  3252,  Berkeley  CA  94703 

Off  Our  Backs 

2423  18th  St.  NW  (212),  Wash  DC  20009 

Maize— Word  Weavers 

Box  8742,  Minneapolis,  MN  55408 

Lesbian  Contradiction 

584  Castro  St. (263),  San  Francisco  CA  94114 

Goddess  Rising 

4006  First  Ave  NE.  Seattle  WA  98105 
Lesbian  Connection  (Diner  Women’s  Ctrl 
PO  Box  811,  East  Lansing  Ml  44826 
Waves  (Puget  Sounds  Progressive  Voice) 
101 7-B  East  Pike,  Seattle  WA  98122 
Woman  of  Power 
Box  827,  Cambridge  MA  02238 


■ 

I 


Attractive  gay  black  male,  advertising  brown 
eyes  and  a  bright  pretty  smile,  down  to  earth,  | 
romantic  and  have  a  great  sense  of  humor. 
Please  send  letter  to;  Mervin  JACKSON,  | 
852345  (C-2).  Box  473,  Westville  IN  46391. 


am  a  Mariel  Cuban,  gay,  34,  intelligent,  at¬ 
tractive,  mulatto,  trying  to  find  someone  that  I 
can  write  to  and  be  a  lasting  friend  with.  Jose 
SANDOVAL  POSO,  03316-131,  3901  Klein 
Blvd,  Lbmpoc  CA  93436. _ 

I  have  heard  so  much  about  your  organization 
so  I’m  giving  it  a  try.  I’m  very  lonely  here. 
Would  you  pass  my  name  to  some  gay  penpals 
willing  to  correspond  with  me.  I’ll  answer  all 
letters.  Arturo  GONZALES,  504710,  Wynne 
B-3-1-13,  Huntsville  TX  77349. 


Attractive  Black  sincere  incarcerated  gay  warm¬ 
hearted  stud  seeks  warm  hearted  gay  male  for  J 
relationship.  Age  and  race  unimportant. 
Frederick  JONES,  082686  Box  747,  Starke  FL  j 
32091. 


GM,  good  build,  seeks  person(s)  to  write  me.  I 
like  music,  movies,  writing,  weightlifting  and 
all  sports.  Mike  LANGLEY,  201382,  Box  3003,  ] 
Jackson  Ml  49204. _ 

Gay  male  seeks  correspondence  with  other  gay 
men.  I’m  lonely  but  am  warm  and  caring.  I 
need  .someone  out  there  to  write  to  and  share  1 
my  feelings  with.  C’mon  you  guys.  Don’t  be 
shy.  Kurils  STROHBEHN,  Box  316,  204814, 
FI.  Madison  lA  52627. _ 

Lonely  l.atin  gay  male,  30,  would  like  to  meet  I 

an  old  Romantic.  So  few  left  in  the  world  to- 1 
day.  Frank  HERNANDEZ,  17973-054,  Box 
1000,  Oxford  Wl  53952. _ 

Everyone  calls  me  ‘Big  Dick’  in  here.  1  love  I 
breaking  in  those  tight  assholes  and  will  make 
you  love  every  moment  of  It.  Hurry  up  and 
write  and  I’ll  fuck  you  real  good  through  the 
mail.  I’m  also  a  super  freak  and  very  kinky.  I 
can’t  write  prisoners.  Chuck  THORNTON, 
47208,  Box  900  (5-C-23I),  Jefferson  City  MO 
65102.  _ _  ' 

19  yr  old  gay  male  stomped  out  by  police  mar¬ 

ching  for  gay  rights  in  upstate  New  York,  seeks  j 
correspondence.  Charles  .McDERMOTT, 
89A-2I26,  Box  500  Elmira  NY  14902. 

Dear  \10\K,  I  love  you  very  much  even 
though  your  there  and  I'm  here.  You  will 
alwap  he  in  my  hart.  Hey,  /  also  want  to 
thank  you  for  helping  fined  the  one  true 
loye  of  my  Ih  e.  Dominic  McConnell 


Easy  going  27  yr  old  Black  male,  look  like 
Richard  Pryor’s  little  brother.  I’m  comfortably 
masculine  and  seek  friendship.  I  enjoy  talking 
and  am  into  intimacy  and  discretion.  Stephan 
BLAKEMORE,  89995,  3001  W.  Hwy  146, 
LaGrange  KY  4O0i2. 

I’d  jike  to  write  some  lesbian/gay  people.  I  plan 

to  find  some  gay  radio  work  when  I'm  released. 
I’m  a  good  DJ  and  sing  with  a  freeworld  band 
that  comes  here  to  entertain.  I  also  write  songs 
(just  the  lyrics)  and  would  like  to  write  someone 
out  there.  .Michael  YATES,  402864,  Rt  I  Box 
16,  Lovelady  TX  75851. _ 

I’m  a  TRYSE.XUAL  (I’ll  try  anything  once, 

I  twice  if  it  feels  good!)  and  am  also  a  ‘geron- 
tophiliac’:  the  older  the  sexier,  I  always  say.  I 
enjoy  watching  children  laugh  and  have  fun, 
and  writing  to  older  men  and  although  I’m  gay, 
I  enjoy  female  friends.  I  can  write  prisoners 
too.  Charles  PARRISH,  1600  W.  24th 
Pueblo  CO  81003. 


St, 


jspond  with  a  TV  or  a 
natural  morph.  I  want  them  to  be  passive  (I’m 
1  totally  non-violent)  but  open  in  feelings  and 
ideas.  1  need  no  financial  support,  only  moral 
support  from  a  person  with  small  sex  parts.  I’m 
29,  interested  in  music,  but  not  hard  rock. 
Can’t  write  prisoners.  No  games  please.  Roy 
VANCE,  507945,  I150SW  Allapattah  Rd,  In- 
diantown  FL  34956. 


Ktp  I 

ndk 


I  to  write  and  keep  me  company.  My  hobbies  are 
basketball,  full  contact  kick  taxing  and  getting 
the  best  out  of  life.  Ronnie  SAWYER,  Box  1 37, 
Tillery  NC  27887 _ 

.Mark  Anthony  BASDEN,  known  as  ‘Big  Feel’ 
(smile)  will  write  anyone,  in  or  out.  Address  is; 
'428325,  Rt  2  Box  44<X),  Galessille  TX  76528. 

Tomas  CARl.lSl.E,  known  as  *Lil  Feet',  also 
I  would  like  a  penpal.  349581,  Kl  2  Box  4400, 
Gatesville  TX  76528. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet  Listings  must  be  typed.  No  phone  calls, 
please! 

31  Saturday 

Boston  □  Artists’  Ball.  A  masquerade  ball,  this  year's 
theme:  “Tooloose  20,000  Leagues  Under  the  Sea.”  At 
the  Boston  Center  for  the  Arts  —  Cyclorama.  551  Tre- 
mont  St.  8pm- 1  am.  $17,  $21  at  door.  For  info  787-6979. 

Natick  □  “4th  Annual  Coming  Together”  Conven¬ 
tion  held  by  IFGE:  International  Foundation  for  Gender 
Education.  Many  speakers  and  organizations.  From  3/27 
to  4/1  at  the  Crowne  Plaza  Hotel.  For  more  info 
894-8340. 

April  I  Sunday 

Cambridge  □  Cultural  Connections  Dancing!  Dance 
Oemonstrations/Dance  Lessons,  (Lambada,  etc.)  at 
Cantares.  Inman  Sq.  8pm-lam.  $7,  $8  at  door.  For  more 
info  864-7430. 

2  Monday 

Newton  □  Lesbian  School  Teachers/Ad¬ 
ministrators  Potiuck.  A  group  for  socializing  and  sup¬ 
port.  6:30pm.  For  info  and  directions  864-6964. 

Boston  □  Three-day  conference  with  Archbishop 
Desmond  Tutu.  Gathering  of  philanthropists  to  discuss 
changes  in  U.S.  welfare  system,  art  funding 
controversies,  etc.  at  Boston  Marriott  Hotel/Copley 
Place.  1 10  Huntington  Ave.  April  2-4.  For  additional  info 
and  assistance  (202)  466-6512. 

Boston  □  Tax  Resistance  Clinics.  5top  putting  your 
tax  dollars  to  war,  weapons  and  intervention.  At  the 
Community  Church.  565  Boylston  5t.  7-9pm.  For  info 
731-6139. 

3  T uesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Men  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcholics.  Examines  being  survivor 
of  alcoholic  family.  At  Faulkner  Hospital.  8:30- 1 0pm.  For 
info  522-5800  xl908. 

Cambridge  □  Noam  Chomsky  Lecture.  To  benefit 
CA5A:  Central  American  5olidarity  Association.  Also 
David  5condras  and  Cathy  Hoffman.  At  MIT  Building  26, 
rm  100.  7pm.  For  info  492-8699. 

Boston  □  Act  Up  Women's  Caucus  General  meeting. 
At  Harriet  Tubman  House.  Columbus  Ave.  6:30-8:30. 
For  more  info  661-1466. 

5  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome.  Proof¬ 
reading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62  Berkeley  5t., 
near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info,  GCN: 
617/426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Community  Cancer 
Project.  Discuss  strategies  for  political  action  on  cancer 
issues  and  support  services.  At  The  Women's  Center.  46 
Pleasant  5t.  Central  5q.  7-9pm.  For  info  489-3806. 

Portland, ME  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Festival  Benefit 

A  dance  to  benefit  the  1st  annual  Maine  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Film  Festival.  At  Zooa.  31  Forest  Ave.  9pm.  $5.  For  info 
799-1703. 

Boston  □  LaCage  Aux  Folles.  Part  of  Gay  Lesbian 
Bisexual  Film  5enes.  UMA55  Campus  Center.  7pm.  For 
info  545-4824. 


Worcester  □  Herb  Reed  and  the  Platters.  "A  Night 
of  Nostalgia"  to  benefit  Aids  Project  Worcester,  pre¬ 
show  cocktail  party,  etc.  at  Mechanics  Hall.  7  pm. 
$l5-$50.  For  info  755-3773. 

6  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  5t.,  near  Ar¬ 
lington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Black  Rose  Lectures;  Cynthia 
Newberry  "Anarchism  and  Animal  Rights."  at  MIT, 
Building  34,  rm  101. 50  Vassar5t.  8pm.  For  info  524-1043. 

Brookline  □  Am  Tikva:  Boston’s  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews.  Monthly  5habbat  5ervice.  At 
Workmen's  Circle.  1762  Beacon  5t.  8pm.  For  Info 
782-8894. 

Medford  □  Lesbian  Lawyers  and  Legal  Workers 
Meeting.  At  7pm.  For  more  info  483-3685. 

Watertown  □  Association  of  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Psychologists.  General  membership  meeting.  At  Sim¬ 
mons  College,  Main  Building.  1 0am- 1 2pm.  For  info 
492-4401  or  864-7711. 

7  Saturday 

Boston  □  A  Clean  and  Sober  Dance.  Sponsored  by 
The  Boston  Sound  Machine  for  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  At  the  Y.  140  Clarendon  St.  9pm.  $5.  For  info 
846-9061. 

Hampton,  NH  □  Dance  and  Auction  Fundraiser. 

2nd  annual  auction  to  benefit  NH  Pride,  6-8:30pm.  Dance 
Party,  8:30pm.  $6  for  dance.  For  more  info  (603) 
424-6053. 

8  Sunday 

Boston  □  The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Committee  to 
ReElect  Byron  Rushing.  Reception  and  fundraiser.  At 
the  home  of  Michael  Cronin.  279  Shawmut  Ave.,  apt.l. 
4-7pm.  Forjnfo  425-1553. 

Cambridge  □  Men  of  All  Colors  Together,  Boston. 

Discussion  on  “The  Interracial  Future  of  Gay  Boston." 
At  Phillips  Brooks  House/Harvard  University.  I -5pm.  For 
info  266-4378. 

9  Monday 

Cambridge  □  “Looking  for  Langston”  and 
“Tongues  Untied”.  Two  films  about  Black  gay  male 
identity.  At  MIT,  rm  66-1 10.  25  Ames  St.  7  &  9pm.  $2 
donation.  For  info  253-3599. 

1 0  T uesday 

Boston  □  Healing  Services.  For  persons  with  AIDS, 
friends,  family  sponsored  by  The  Ecumenical  Task  Force 
on  AIDS.  At  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  Paul.  138  Tremont 
St.  7:30pm.  For  info  628-7665. 

12  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Desert  Hearts,  An  Acoustical  Pop 
Trio.  With  special  guests  Ksenia  Mack.  At  Indigo.  823 
Main  St.  8pm.  $6.  For  more  info  497-7200. 

13  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5-IOpm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Ar¬ 
lington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 


14  Saturday 

Boston  □  FCHC’s  Living  Well  Series  presents 
Massage  for  Health  and  Wellness.  At  The  Center.  228 
Newbury  St.  rm  203.  I0am-6pm.  $5.  For  more  info 
267-0900. 

Cambridge  □  “Mothers  and  Others;  A  Cabaret 
About  Sexuality,  Motherhood  and  Choice”.  A 

benefit  performance  for  Community  Works  featuring 
Debra  Wise.  At  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $6-$l2.  For  more  info  423-95S5. 


WEEKLY  EVENTS 
Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-5pm.  523-7363  or  I-800-42BAGLY. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM. 
I0:30pm-2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Boston  □  ALATEEN  Group  open  to  lesbian,  gay,  and 
bisexual  youth,  22  and  under.  338  Newbury  Street,  rm. 
202k.  6pm-7:30pm.  Dave,  629-2518  or  Frank,  666-8912. 

Boston  □  Metropolitan  Community  Church  meets 
for  worship  and  fellowship  at  131  Cambridge  Street.  7pm. 
437-0420. 

Monday 

Boston  □  Monday  Night  Rap  Group.  Talk  to  others 
living  with  HIV.  38  Appleton  St.  7:30-9pm.  For  info 
694-0964. 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland 
Rd.  7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  864-1989. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  4/2  Sexual  Identity  in  the 
Workplace.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-IOpm. 
Free.  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Boston  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 

holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  Les/Gay  Service 
Center,  338  Newbury  Street.  7pm.  776-6956. 

Worcester  □  Aids  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing  with 
HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30pm.  For  info  755-3773. 

Cambridge  □  Planning  for  “Take  Back  the  Night” 
Rally.  Every  Monday.  At  Cambridge  Women's  Center. 
For  info  787-11452. 

T  uesday 

Reading  □  New  Suburban  HIV  Support  Group. 

An  organizational  meeting  for  new  group  4/3.  For  time 
and  location  Wendy  944-1608. 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  1st 
and  3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  fl. 
8- 1 0pm.  742-7897. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band. 

No  audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St. 
7:15pm.  Kathy,  for  info  and  location  266-0628. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT  U  P/Rhode  Island  open 
meetings.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  273-7228. 

Boston  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Service  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street,  Rm.  203.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  7-8:30pm.  The 
Women's  Center  (see  above). 


Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self  help  group 
for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8-9:30pm.  354-8807 

Arlington  □  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays  meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  every  month  at 
First  Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass,  Ave.  7:15pm.  In¬ 
fo:  547-2440  or  508/562-5807, 

Boston  □  Boston  Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and 
Gays.  2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  of  the  month.  Harriet  Tub- 
man  House.  6:30pm.  For  info  825-2610. 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons'  meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30pm. 
523-7363  or  I -800-42 BAGLY. 

Worcester  □  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Youth7.  Open  to  gay  and  bisexual  youth 
21  and  under.  Meets  1st  and  third  Wednesday  of  month  at 
United  Congregational  Church.  6  Institute  Rd.  7pm.  For 
info  (508)  755-0005. 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass. 
General  Hosp.,  lower  amphitheater  7:30pm.  259-1559. 

Cambridge  □  Say  it.  Sister!  WMBR,  88.1  FM.  7-8pm. 
4/4  “Women  and  Gospel  Music",  4/1 1  “Bisexuality  and 
Being  in  the  Closet  within  Straight  and  Les/Gay  Com¬ 
munities.” 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  sponsored 
by  Women's  Self  Defense  Collective.  Studio  3,  731  Har¬ 
rison  Ave.,  2nd  floor.  6-8pm.  $I0-$3S  sliding  scale  per 
mo.  625-1115. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare. 
Women's  Center  (see  above).  6:30-8pm. 

Thursday 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors  Group  for  women. 
New  England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd. 
5-6:30pm.  Sara  Epstein,  979-7025. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group.  Women's 
Center  (see  above).  7:30-9:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse  sur¬ 
vivors  group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  Cant- 
bridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room,  859  Mass. 
Ave.  8:30-l0pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Boston  □  GLAAD;  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  Against  Defamation.  General  meetings  1st 
Thursday  of  the  month.  The  Center  rm  202.  338 
Newbury  St.  For  info  492-4639 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support  group 
for  HIV  positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to 
all  lesbians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana 
508/755-3773. 

Brookline  □  ’’Swingtime”.  Lesbian, gay,  bisexual  sw¬ 
ing  dance  lessons.  First  Friday  of  the  month.  185  Corey 
Rd.  8:30-9:15.  $4.  For  info  661-1792. 

Boston  □  Classic  Films  On  Super  8  Film.  At  The 
Boston  Living  Center.  140  Clarendon  St.  free.  For  info 
236-1012. 
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Dorothy  Arzner  Film  and 
Video  Festival  *90 

‘‘The  Other  Americas  and  Their  Neighbors” 


The  Dorothy  Anner  Film  and  Video  Festiv¬ 
al.  Presented  by  New  England  Women  in  Film  and 
Video.  Institute  of  Contemporary  Art,  95S 
Boylston  St.,  Boston.  April  6-8.  Wheelchair  accessi¬ 
ble.  For  more  information:  617/266-5152. 

By  Liz  Galst 

ell,  if  1  wasn’t  going  to  New  York 
the  weekend  before  Passover  to 
make  gefilte  fish  with  my  grand¬ 
mother,  I’d  be  at  the  Dorothy  Arzner  Film 
and  Video  Festival  lapping  up  a  whole 
bunch  of  new,  independent  images  by 
women  film-  and  videomakers.  Basically, 
the  movie  theater  is  my  promised  land,  and  a 
women’s  film  festival  the  biblical  Jerusalem. 
But,  chopping  fish  is  the  one  thing  in  my  life 
that  comes  before  my  movie  obsession,  so 
it’s  Flushing,  not  Beantown,  for  me.  Of 
course,  I  wish  the  New  England  chapter  of 
Women  in  Film  and  Video,  the  festival’s 
sponsor,  wouldn’t  ask  me  to  make  this 
choice.  After  all,  no  one  seems  to  schedule 
these  major  events  two  days  before 
Christmas.  But  lucky  for  me,  1  got  to  see  a 
few  of  the  selections  last  week. 

One  of  the  reasons  1  love  this  particular 
festival  is  that  it’s  named  for  the  dashing 
director  Dorothy  Arzner,  the  first  woman 
member  of  the  Directors  Guild  of  America. 
During  an  almost  20-year  career  that  began 
in  1927,  Arzner  directed  17  films  for  Para¬ 
mount,  MGM  and  RKO,  bringing  what  was 
called  “a  woman’s  touch”  to  Flollywood. 
She  worked  with  the  greats  —  Joan 
Crawford,  Rosalind  Russell,  Lucille  Ball. 
And  her  filmography  includes  such  films  as 
Christopher  Strong,  Ten  Modern  Com¬ 
mandments,  Anybody’s  Woman,  Craig’s 
Wife,  and  my  favorite.  Dance,  Girl,  Dance. 

The  festival  press  releases  don’t  mention 
this,  but  there  is  a  fair  amount  of  specula¬ 
tion  that  Dorothy  Arzner  was  actually 
(drum-roll  please)  a  dyke.  Speculation, 
schmeculation!  Reader,  one  quick  look  at  a 
picture  of  the  director  in  her  Cecil  B. 
DeMille  look-alike  Jodhpurs  and  all  doubt 
will  be  removed  from  your  mind! 

In  years  past,  the  Women  in  Film  and 
Video  Festival  has  focused  on  independent 
and  Hollywood  directors  and  on  Third 
World  and  U.S.  women  directors  of  color. 
This  year,  the  festival’s  theme  is  “The  Other 
Americas  and  Their  Neighbors.”  Karen 


Barbara  Hammer 

Clay,  the  festival’s  director,  calls  these  selec¬ 
tions  “a  testimony  to  women  filmmakers 
and  videographers  who  seek  to  put  their  vi¬ 
sions  and  passions  on  film  in  often 
repressive  and  limiting  circumstances.” 

Included  in  this  program  are  a  number  of 
films  and  videos  about  women  being  disap¬ 
peared  by  their  respective  governments.  The 
Arzner  festival  will  offer  the  U.S.  premiere 
of  Brazilian  filmmaker  Lucia  Murat’s  1989 
film  How  Wonderful  To  See  You  Alive.  A 
mix  of  fiction  and  documentary,  this  film 
tells  the  story  of  eight  women  who  were 
political  prisoners  during  the  thirty-year 
reign  of  the  military  dictatorship  in  Brazil. 

Fedefam:  Families  and  Relatives  of  the 
Disappeared  and  Detained  is  a  40-minute 
video  by  local  videographers  Catherine 
Russo  and  Carlotta  Chartier.  Their  work 
depicts  the  organizing  efforts  of  the  families 
of  the  disappeared  throughout  Latin 
America  and  offers  an  analysis  of  why 


disappearances  occur. 

Sylvia  Morales’  Esperanza  is  the  story  of 
I  two  undocumented  Mexican  children  in  Los 
.  Angeles  whose  mother  has  been  picked  up 
by  the  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Ser¬ 
vice.  The  children,  Esperanza,  12,  and 
Miguel,  9,  attempt  to  locate  their  father  who 
is  somewhere  in  Oxnard,  California. 

Morales  is  the  only  Latina  of  twelve 
women  picked  by  the  American  Film  In¬ 
stitute  to  participate  in  its  Directing 
Women’s  Workshop.  Because  of  agree¬ 
ments  between  the  AFI  and  the  Screen  Ac¬ 
tors’  Guild,  this  showcase  production  can 
only  be  screened  at  film  festivals,  so  don’t 
miss  the  chance  to  catch  this  touching  short 
film. 

Scraps  of  Life  is  Gaila  Jameson’s 
30-minute  video  work-in-progress  about 
Chilean  women  embroiderers  who  have 
transformed  needlework  into  a  revolu¬ 
tionary  art  form  by  creating  small  fabric  im¬ 


ages  of  life  under  the  Pinochet  dictatorship. 
In  conjunction  with  the  screening  of  Scraps 
of  Life,  Chilean  poet  and  author  Marjorie 
Agosin  will  read  from  her  work. 

Among  the  other  films  and  videos 
featured  in  the  three-day  festival  are  a 
number  of  works  by  lesbian  experimental 
filmmaker  Barbara  Hammer.  Hammer  is 
one  of  this  country’s  most  prolific  ex¬ 
perimental  directors.  Her  work  covers  a 
range  of  issues,  including  lesbian  sexuality, 
aging,  the  media  response  to  AIDS,  and  the 
environment.  Fans  of  the  narrative  form 
may  have  a  little  trouble  here,  but,  for  Ham¬ 
mer’s  films,  it’s  worth  stretching  your 
aesthetic  framework  a  little. 

Brazilian  filmmaker  Raquel  Gerber  ex¬ 
plores  the  history  of  Black  culture  in  Brazil 
in  her  feature  Oh.  The  film  tells  the  story  of 
a  woman  activist  and  historian  who, 
through  her  research,  attempts  to  discover 
her  own  identity. 

An  Island  Surrounded  by  Water  is  the 
beautiful  and  poetic  account  of  a  young 
girl’s  search  for  her  mother  who  has  left 
mysteriously  to  join  a  guerilla  movement. 

Bridget  Murnane’s  For  Dancers,  winner 
of  the  festival  prize,  is  a  dance  film  featuring 
Fred  Strickler,  Iris  Pell,  Louise  Burns,  and 
Susan  Rose. 

Prayer  Flags  is  a  short  piece  about  a 
young  mother’s  attempts  to  come  to  grips 
with  the  violent  death  of  her  son. 

Picking  Tribes  by  Saundra  Sharp  explores 
a  woman’s  struggles  to  identify  with  her 
African-American  and  Native  American 
heritages. 

Carol  Yourman  documents  the  sister  city 
relationship  between  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts  and  San  Jose  de  las  Flores,  El 
Salvador. 

There  are  a  lot  of  films  and  videos  here 
that  weren’t  shown  at  the  press  screening 
that  I’d  still  love  to  see.  So  many,  in  fact. 
I’m  almost  tempted  to  forego  my  annual 
trip  to  Queens.  Perhaps  I  can  get  Women  in 
Film  and  Video  to  hold  simultaneous 
screenings  at  some  Flushing  hot  spot.  But 
barring  that,  maybe  next  year,  Jerusalem.  □ 

Liz  Galst,  GCN  film  czarina,  is  looking  for  a 
few  good  Boston-area  volunteer  film  critics. 
If  you  ’re  interested,  please  contact  her  care 
of  this  fabulous  newspaper. 
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